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mn kh, that you old 
take more Authority upon y 
thoſe of the laſt Promotion; 
having written many 
out receiving one from 
complain of my Neglect. 
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Me itu ers. . 


„ eee well-bred Men, who 
1 affure me that you do me too much Honour 
| to think of me at all; and that I am bound 


ledgements, I am reſolved to take their 
| - Counſel, and to pals over all ſorts of Diffi- 
culties and Conſiderations of my own In- 
tereſt. This then will give you to under- 
ſta nd, that ſix Days after the Eclipſe, and 
a Forenight after my Deceaſe, Madam the 
Princeſs, Mademoiſelle de Bourbon, Ma- 
dam da Vigean, Madam Aubry, Mademoi- 
ſelle de Rambouillet, Mademoiſelle Paulet, 
| Monſieur de C haudeboune, and my ſelf, left Wi 

| Paris about fixin the Evening, and went 
to L Barre, where Madam Vigeas was 
to give a Collation to the Princeſs. In our 
way thither we found nothing worth our 
Obſervation; but only that at Ormeſſon, an 
| Engliſh Matiff came up to the Boot of the 
Coach, to make his Compliment to me. 
Be pleaſed to take this along with you, my 
Lord, that as often as 1 expreſs my ſelf in 
the Plural Number, as for Example, We 
went, we found, or we beheld, tis always 
to be underſtood, that I ſpake in the Qua- 
lity of a Cardinal. From thence we ha „ 
pily arriv'd at La Barre, and enter'd a Hal, 
I where we trod upon nothing but Roſes and 
ee Madamrl the Princeſs, af- 
ter 


to write to you, and to give my Acknow- 
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at; and e er nah | 


darth. Alter f the h 
breat Parterre 00 
recs , ſhe arrived at pron f "of 
ne nanted Wood; {0 thick and ſhady, tf 
it 20rs conchudethe Sti in, fince tlie oY 
is urth, never enterd it, till nd thar he. 
aited on her Higneſe ther: _ At the 
nd of an Alley, which' cartied the any 
1 we found gy of (chr 
one caft up a udntity of Water 
an all hols Ef Trot» 2 by = "2 
ere placd four and tw 
hic had much ado to wal eme 
heard, for the rumbling of the Streams 
falling: When we were got near e- 
ug; we diſcover'd, in a certain Nich, 
thin a Pallifade, a Diana, of about ele- 

n or twelve Years of Age, and fairer 
an the Foreſts of Greece aud e l 


eren: the bore her Bow an Ae — 
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Qible, to be == 
d for ſome time abou he Fountain 
"Twas ſomewhat io 8 my Lord, tha 
in the midſt. of ſo many Pleaſures, whid 

Were ſufficient to engage the Whole Atte 

tion of their Spirits, who, enjoy*d then 
yet we could not forbear to think of yon 
and it was generally concluded, that ſomg 
thing was Waben $0 to our - Happineſs, find 
neither you, 15 Madam de Ramboail 

Were ; preſent:,. hen I took up a Harp a Al 
ſung. this Spaniſh Stanza, ch 

oi Does. uiſo mi ſuerte dura, 

8. Que faltands: mi ſeunor _- 
T ambien. faltaſſe mi Dama. . + 

107 Leer e reſt of the Song ſo ve 

. and with luch an 1 Air of 80 
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dee, Gt were en fer d Uf the! 3 7 
= pany, but the Tears came int. to their Eye; 


„and they we 
“bad endur dich longer, had fit the Vioe 
„nns ſtruck up a Sarabrand',” With 8 4 
es I ſpeed and preſence of Mind; 1 pen whic 
che Company got upo r Feet, 
ly. much Gayet yety, as if nothing in f 
ce had happen d, and fell into 
ich thus leaping, ca apring, 'turnir . . en 
ard hopping, erer to the! 
we found a Table akeady Ipre 8 
ferv'd. as if it had been fſerwd- by 
This, my Lord, is ons pale dr EA 
Kate: which . 14 g ins Bo . 
Words are capa ex ng” 
00 there are neither Colors of 1 ; Yor 
cen Figures in'the Art of Rhetoric, "Which can 
hen deſcribe fix ſeveral * ſorts of- Pots &sz Th 
. were at once preſented to tlie Alt. Ad 
what was particularly retharkable,| that 

, finthere being none but Goddeſſes; nd two 
jou Demi-Gods at the Table, (vix. 5 Monſieur 
rp 40h :udebonne and I, yet every olle eat as 

eartily; and with as good Appetites as if 

e had been neither more de eſe than 
in Mortals: And, to confeſs the truth, 
; | better Treat could not have Heer 
ſo ided. Amongſt other things, chere Were 
6.4 al. | beſides' othef Eatables in | 
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Wh Company. was ſo intent 
| f proſent Afar boo and at the | 


+ your Permi 
ela * muass they, 
Curt ;Blargery;;, for I wauld not for 
1 pg RE fſterity;! ſhould: miſtake One 
f9r.angther.; ang That zt che end d 
ny 1 Nears hence, e 
Poſter ima Ealitn Wa 
— — really = —— ſuch thing 
in Nature. Let J muſt give this Teſtimony 7; 
to Truth, that it was not for want of Me ph. 
mmory; For, during all Supper time, 00 - 
were often mentiond; all the Lad! 
> with'd. you there, and: ſome of them vo * 
ry heartily, or I am much miſtaken, Are! 
we roſe 6m fade tha ious of the Vi dein 
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| Voiture's Familiar Lets. 
lins ſummon d us up Stairs, where we ſound 
2 Chamber {© gloriouſly' lighted up, that 
it look'd as if the Day, which was now-bes 
hw the Earth, had rerired hither, and way 
aſſembled in one Body of Light. Here the 
Ball began again, in better Order and witn 
more Grace, than it had been dancd about 
the Fountain: And the moſt Magnificent 
Part of itz my Lord, was, that I footed it 
there in Perſon. Mademoiſelle de Bof 
I muſt confeſs, was of opinion, that dan 
auckwardly ; but ſhe concluded, to my 
advantage, that I muſt be allowed to-Fence 
well; becauſe, that ar the end of every 
Cadence, I put my ſelf upon my Guard: 
The Ball continued with-much Pleaſure till 
all of a ſudden a great Noiſe, which was 
heard without Doors, cauſed the Company: 
to look out at the Windows; where, from 
a great Wood, which was about three hun- 
dred Paces from the Houſe, We beheld fb 
vaſt a Number of Fire-works iſſuing out, 
that we verily believ'd all the Branche aud 
Trunks of the Trees had been metamor- 
phos'd into Guns; that all the Stars were 
„ alling from the Firmament, and that cle 
dei klement of Fire was deſcending into the 
1 eigmiddle Region of the Air. Here, my Lord, 
rechree Hyperboles tack'd together, whick 
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8 Voitute's Familiar Letters: . 
three Dozen of Fuſees at the leaſt. After we . 
were recover'd out of this great Fit of Ex- 2 
taſie, into which ſo many Miracles had Ip 
plung'd us, we reſolved on our Departure, I ai 
and took the Way to Paris by the Light of Il D 
twenty Flambeaux: We pals'd through all 
the Orme ſſounois, and the wide Plains of 
Eſfpinay, without Reſiſtance, and went 
through the middle of St. Dennis. Being 
8 in the Coach by the ſide of Ma- 
dam —— I ſaid a whole Miſerere to her, 
on your behalf; to which ſhe replied, with 
much Gallantry, and no leſs Civility. We 
ſung in our Journey a World of Songs, 
Koundeaux, Roundelays, Lampoons, and 
Ballads; and were now half a League be- 
yond St. Denni, it being two a Clock in 
the Morning preciſely; the Fatigue of the 
Journey, Watching, Walking, and the 
painful Exerciſe of the Ball, having made 
me ſomewhat heavy, when there happen'd 
an Accident, which I verily believ'd wou'd 
have been my total Ruine: There is a cer- 
tain little Village, ſituate, ſay the Geogra- 
phers, betwixt Paris and St. Dennis, and 
vulgarly call'd, La Valette: Ar our going 
cout of this Place, we overtook three Coaches, 
in which were thoſe Numerical Violins 
which had been playing to us. Hereupon, 
-- Satan entring imo the Spirit of ee e 
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Voitures Familiar Letters. 'g 7 
eee, ſhe commanded: them to follow uw. 
and to give Serenades all Night long to the - 

poor innocent People of Pari, who were 

aſleep and dreamt not of her Malice: This 

Diabolical Propoſition made my Hair: riſe 
an end upon my Head; yet all the Compa- 
j paſs'da Vote in Favour of it; and the 
word was jvſt ready to be given, but by aaa 
5 4 


ſignal Providence, they had left their Vio- 
lins behind them at I Barre; for which the 
5 Lord reward them. From hence, my Lord, 
you may reaſonably conclude, that Made- 
e moiſelle is a dangerous Perſon in the Night, -Y 
„ if ever there was any in the World: and 
d Ill that T had great reaſon at Madam 
» W Houſe to fay, that the Violins ought to be 
n I turn'd out of Doors, when that peſtilent 
je Lady was in Company. Well, we conti- 
e ned our Way happily enough, but only 
le ¶ that as we enter'd the Fauæbourgh, we met 
de luſty Fellows, as naked as ever they 
bd I cre born, who paſſed directly by the 
r · ¶ Coach, to the terror of the Ladies. In fine, 
a- e arrived at Paris; and what Fam:now' it 
nd going to relate, is indeed prodigious: Cd wi 
ng ou imagine it, my Lord? the — 1 
es, was fo great, that it cover'd all: that vat 
ins City; and, inſtead of what wi left it, ort 
00, u ſeven Hours before, fill'd with Noiſe, 
0% end with a Crowd of Men, Women, Her- 
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mine, 

2 63 than that which I. 
ately received from you; and I look d on 
your Letter, as a Pardon which Heay'n 
Bow me after my Sentence: I can call 

no other name, the News which o- 
dme to return to this Place, and Lcan 
| nh the Sentence of Beach is pf. 
tentimes = rig But ſince, in the midſt 


* 


al al my Mi lisfortunes, I have the Honour 
{0 


_— 


Pn. WES * . 
3 | 


Falls mix'd with the Affection which I - 


W 3 Letters. 11 7 
ta be remember d hy you,; to 1 
would be ill becoming of me: for mexſinka 
he may diſpence with. the Fayours of —— 


Ae North of es 
— . 540 0 ; 


Mabe Com. For, "Ny youl RoW: 
but one halt of my Miſery, if you are not 
convi d that I am both. together; and if | 
you of the Matter 8 vou will 
An thing, which [ems very income. 
ent, is to be found in me, en | 
be baniſh'd from the ſame Perſo Mm 1 
Lam kept a Priſoner. Arg nfl of 
cult to — this Riddle, unleſs you call 
to mind, that I have always been used _ : 
bor, a Deana. of Love in my 
if, as you ay, Iam allow'd famed ; 
ty hers, of which I ſhould be 4 4 * 4 


rance ; J beſeech you let it be 
alla uring you, that there is a great deal of 


preſs for your Service. I ſhould indeed 

be U Ungrateful, if I ſhould diſcover but an 
ordinary Eriendſhip for a Perſon who does 
ſuch extraordinary Things for me; and — 
am 9 fall in — at leaſt * 5 "A 
| ene» "14 
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12 Voiture's Familiur Letters. 
>  Generoſity. I have been acquainted what 
Erre 2 Gentleman and a Lady has taken to 
* enquireof my Welfare, which is an addi- 

tional Obligation to one whom they had 
extremely oblig*d before. For all the reft, 
they have ſeem'd buried in fo profound a 
Silence, that for ſix Months together I have 
heard not the leaſt mention of them. Whe- 
ther this comes from their Forgetfulneſs or 
from their Prudence, I am unable to deter- 
mine: Yet Forgetfulneſs may be allow'd 
an Excuſe for Silence, but a dumb'Remem- 
brance is without Defence. I leave you to 
conclude, Madam, how much Luſtre this 
reflects upon what you have done for mie, 
FI and how much I am oblig'd to you for a 
long Letter at a time, when otliers have 
| been afraid to ſend me their Service. There- 
Fil _/ forelet me aſſure you, that tho I am unable 
to make ſuitable Returns to ſuch Goadnefs, 
àM!leſteem it at leaſt, and extol it as it deſerves, 
|; and that I am as muchas a Man can poſſi- 
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the World, for thoſe who at orice are L 
thoſe who are Regular, or thoſe who are 


_ Conſcience, My Melancholy here, and hex 4 = Ii 
want of Company, have produc'd a. 9 


fares, I have been fore d to taſte and to re- 
uh that of Reading: Prepare then to ſes * — 
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75 > Moner & Chandebonne, _ 


Writ to ren-or twelvo Days 3 * 
and — you Thanks for the 2 = 
Letters, which I. have at length received M8 
from you. If you were but ſenſible uf the < li 
Satisfaction they brought with them, you 4 / 
would be ſorry for not having writ to me 7 Wi 
oftner, and for not frequently repeating the | 
{Confolatzon, of which I had ſo much need. 
Madrid, which is the agreeableſt Place in 


and Libertines, is the moſt diſconſolate, for 


Indiſpoſed. And in Lent, which is the 9 vt 
layers Vacation, I do not know ſo much 


as one Pleaſure that a Man can enjoy with 


Effect in me; for they have reconciPd m 
90 Books, which I had for a time — hard 
ad being able to meet with no other Plea- 


me a Philoſopher as great as your ſelf; and 
.onfider how faſt a Man muſt come on, 
ho for ſeven whole Months has ſtudied, 1 
or has been ſick: For if one of the chief. 4 . 
hings that a aims at, is a Con- 
tempt 
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"4 'Voitire's - Lens” 


_ tempt of Life; the Stone-cholic'is certainly 
the beſt of Maſters; and Plalo afd Socrates 
perſuades us leſs efficaciouſly. It has lately 
_ ſted 8 | 
85 und which 1 not quick forget; 
which has often made me confider How 
very feeble we are,fince — rains of fand, 
are ſufficient to caft us down. But if it deter- 
mines me to any Sect, it ſhall not at leaſt 
be that which tnaintains that Pain is not an 
Hvil; and _ he who is Wiſe is ut all 
times Ha . Bur whatever befals'mey & 
cam neither bt Happy nor Wiſe, withous | 
being near to you, and nothing can make me 
one _ _ ſo _ as your — | 
or your Example. Yetam Iv | 
x I ſhall de able to leave his Tide, 
—_—— both Money and Men, which 
Sea, and which are two 
thi — do not always keep touch with 
oy, apprehend my remaining here longer 
then I could wiſh; therefore 1 make it my 
humble Requeſt to you, That you would 
not forg 1 as you have done, and 
that you would teſtiße, by doing me the 
| a rs of Writing to me, that you are 
"Y au U -0ny of the rea Aden with Which 
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to write W 86 val! . or i s to mes 
be ſomething abſürd, au f. who have been | 
now fo long a Foreigner, and bitt juſt com 
from breathing the Air of Barbary, Thou, 
preſtirze to expoſe my Letters, 225 one 
the moſt elequetmt Men in Frauer. This 
Confideration has kept me Bent tifl now. 
But tho? T forbear co anfwer'your Challen- 
ges, Tearinot refuſe to return your Civil. 
tes: By theſe you have found à way to 
vanquiſh me, in ſpight of al my Evaſſonz:: 
In my preſent Condition it is more reputa- 
ble to you, to Conquet the this way, chan 
to overcome tie by Force; You would have 
:craird but {inal Glory by vigorouſly at. 
ncking a Man, who is already driveti'to 
[Extreamity, and to whom Fortune Has 
155 ſo many Blows, that the leaſt may 
aisfie to over-whelm him. Amidſt the 
Darkneſs in which ſhe hath placd us, we 
can have no Defence; but here all our Art 
nd our Skill in 1 Parring are uſeleſs. The 
lc perhaps might be otherwiſe, if you 
ad for helene my Eyes 3 
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popu male mention; and, as dejected as you 

tee me now, I ſhould grow daring enough 
wc enter the Liſts againſt you, if the Light 
olf that were divided between us equally 
Wl  ? Tis more to have that alone on your fide; 
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A than all the reſt of Heav'n. The Beauties 
Vp hich ſparkle in all that you do, are only 
de!eriv'd from hers, and it is the Influence of 
ber Rays on Non . which produces ſo many 
I} FPlowers. N ever appear mort 
Lit lively, than, thoſe which you ſcatter! on 
|. ſeen them upon the Ocean's extreameſſ 
Shores, and in Places where Nature cannot 
; oduce, no, not one Blade of Grals. 70 
have receiv'd Noſegays of them, whic 
made me meet in Deſarts, with the choi 
ceſt Delicacies of Greece and of fruitful Ita 
And tho? they had been carried four hu 
dred Leagues, neither the length of Way 
nor of Time had in the leaſt diminiſhed their 
Luſtre. They are indeed Immortal and 
cannot decay, and fo vaſtly different from 
all Terreſtial Productions, that it is with: 
great deal of Juſtice, that you have offer“ 
them up to Heaven; for Altars alone ag 

g worthy of them. Believe me, Sir, in whal 
8 I am ſaying, I ſpeak but my real Senti 
ments; when my Curioſity, as you ſay 
1 had oblig'd me to paſs the Bounds of tu 
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Voiture's Familiar Letters. 17 
cient World, to find out rare and ſur pri- 
ng Obje qs, your Works were the wonder- 
leſt things that I ſaw, and Africa could 
ow me nothing more new, and no more 
xtraordinary Sight. Reading them under 
e Shade of its Palms, 1 with'd you 
own'd with them all; and at the very 
Wne that I ſaw, that I had gone beyond 
fercules, J found I came ſhort of you. All 
Wis, which was capable of producing Envy 
any Man's Soul, but mine, filPd mine 
th fo much Eſteem and Affection, that 
du then took the place there, which. you 
e now. defiring, and perfectly finiſh'd 
hart you think you are ſtill to begin. Af- 
rthe Knowledge which I have had of you, 
w can I form ſuch an Image of you, as 
du are willing to give me? How can I 
cy- you to be that little Creature you 
jy you are? How could I comprehend 
at Heaven could place ſuch mighty things 
ſo ſmall a ſpace? When 1 give my Ima- 
nation a Looſe, it gives you four Yards at 
aſt, and repreſents you of the Stature of 
en engendered by Angels. Yet I ſhall | 
very glad to find that it is as you would 
ve me believe. Amongſt the reſt of the 
Wantages, which I expect to derive from 
du, Iam in hopes that you will bring our 
ure into ſome Credit, and that it is ours 
| kʒ—ñ _ 


18 Voiture's Familiar Letters. 
which henceforward will be accounted the 710 
nobleſt ; and that by you, we ſhall be ex- 
alted above thoſe who believe themſelves MI, 
higher than we. As we pour the moſt ex- 
 quiſite Eſſences into the ſmalleſt Bottles, 


Nature infuſeth the divineſt Souls into the Art. 
{ſmalleſt Bodies, and mixes more or leis of "Wh 


Matter with them, as they have more or 
leſs in them of their Almighty Original. 
She ſeems to place the moſt ſhining Souls, 
as Jewellers ſet the moſt ſparkling Stones, 
Who make uſe of as little Gold as they can 
with them, and no more than juſt ſuffices] 
to bind them. By you the World will be 
undeceiv'd of that fottiſh Error of valuing 
Men by their Weight, and my Littleneſs, . 
with which I have been ſo often upbraided 
by Madamoiſelle de Rambouillet, for the fu. 
ture may recommend me to her. For what 
remains, the Affection is very Juſt, which Y — 

you tell me, ſhe has for you, and with her, 
ſix more of the lovelieſt Creatures that i- II. 
luſtrate the Light. But I wonder that you,, -,, 
ſhould think to get mine by ſuch a Diſco- 
very; and to gain it by the very Means, 
which were ſufficient to make you loſe it. 
You had need to have a high Opinion of my 
Goodneſs, to believe that I can love a Man 
who enjoys my Right, and who has ob- 
tain'd the Confiſcation of my moſt * 
| 2 | | 71K 


Voiture's Familiar Letters. 19 
Pſeſlions: But yet I am fo Juſt, that even 
this hall be no Impediment, and I believe 
jou to have fo much Juſtice on your ſide, | 
that 1 do not deſpair but that we may ac- 
ommodate ev'n this matter between us. 
They may very well have given you my 
face without your putting me out of it, 
nd my room in their Hearts was but very 
mall, if it cannot contain us both. As for 
ny part, J ſhall do my utmoſt, that I may _ 
wot incommode you there; and ſhall take 
are to take up my Station fo that we may 
not claſh, ſince ſo powerful an Intereſt can- 
tot make me ceaſe to be yours, you may 
flee, that in ſpight of the worſt of Ac- 
Welents, I ſhall be eternally 1 


Tours, &c. 
ch — 


1. LL E T, from Madam de Saintot, 20 Non- 
feur de Voiture. — 


= Hb Promis'd to beſtow you, for a 
Gallant, upon two fine Women, my 
nends. J am confident that you will not 
id the Exploit. too many for you, and do 
ot doubt but that you will confirm my 
lomiſe, as ſoon as you have bur ſeen them. 
C 2 2 
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| The Anſwer of Monſieur de Voiture. 
Et me fee what I love as ſoon as yo 
Þ can : For I die with Impatience ti 
that happy Moment. And ſince, at you 
Command, I have fallen in Love, it behove 
you to take ſome care that I am belov'd toe 

I have thought all Night upon the tw. 
Ladies that In ſhort, upon you kno 
whom. [I write this Billet to one of them 
deliver it, I beſeech you, to her, who 
you believe that I love the more paſſionate! 
of the two. In Acknowiedgment of the goo 
Offices which I receive from you, I aſſur 
you, that you ſhall always diſpoſe of m 
Affections; and that I will never love an 


one ſo much as your ſelf, till I am confi | : 
vinc'd that you have in good earneſt a Min the 
— —_— bey 
Ee | LOVE 1 

| — 0d th 

To his unknown Miſtreſs. jt ” 

As there ever ſo extraordinary me, 
Paſſion, as that which I have fand y 
you» For my part, I do not know anſiſÞtes 
thing of you; and to my knowledge ear: 
ver ſo much as heard of you: And yet, Wit 


Gad, I am deſperately in Love with my "ch 1 


Voiture's Familiar Letters. 21 
nd it is now a whole Day, fince I have 
gbd, and look'd filly, and languiſh'd, and 
v'd, and all that for you. Without ha- 
ing even ſeen your Face, I am taken with 
5s Beauty ; and am charm'd with your Wir, 
bo I never have heard one Syllable of it. 
am raviſtd with your every Action, and 
fancy in you a kind of IJ know not what, 
hat makes me paſſionately in Love with! 
now not whom. Sometimes I fancy you 
ar, and at other times Black; Now you 
wear Tall to me, by and by Short; Now 
ith a Noſe of the Roman ſhape, and a- 
on with a Noſe turn'd up: But in what- 
yer Form I deſcribe you, you appear the 
welieſt of Creatures to me; and though 
am ignorant what ſort of Beauty yours 
, | ain ready to pawn my Soul, that it 
the moſt Bewitching of all of them. If 
be your Luck to know me as little, and to 
oe eme as much, then thanks be to Love, 
nd the Stars. But leſt you ſhould a little 
mpoſe upon your ſelf, in fancying me a tall 
ur Fellow, and ſo be ſurpriz'd at the Sight 
I me, I care not for once, if I venture to 
nd you my Picture: My Stature is three 
iches below the middle one; my Head 
Pars tolerable enough, and is decently 
off with a large grey Head of Hair; then 
ih Eyes that languiſh a little, yet are 
: += ſome- 
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22 Voiture's Familiar Letters. 
ſomething Hagard ? I have a ſort of a cud- 


honeſteſt Fellow in the World; and that 


me. If you think that all this will accom- 


I warrant to keep the Secret; I would fain 


x Madam, 


flection reſtrain me. From whence Jo 


. . 
* 5 rele ts 7 


den caſt of a Face: But in Requital, one o 
your Friends wlll tell you, that I am the 


for Loving faithfully in five or ſix places at] 
a time, there 1s. no Man alive comes near 


modate you, it ſhall be at your Service as 
ſoon as J fee you: Till that long long d for 
time, I ſhall think of you; that is, of1kno 
not whom. But if any one ſhould chance 
to ask me for whom l ſigh, don't be afraid 


ſee any one catch me at naming you to him. 


oY 1 N that 
— U — ee 
. os an 
To Mademoiſelle Paulet. bro! 

5 99 1 „ cert; 


T Here was only one thing wanting te 


your Adventures, and that was to be 


2 Priſoner of State; I have given you herd Mo! 
the happy occaſion of being ſuch: Fortuneſi and 
who has omitted no Opportunity of bring Sha 
ing you into Play, will, in all probability The 
make her Advantage of this. I know ve h. 
ry well, that I bring you into Danger , t 
writing to you; yet cannot even that fe! de 
muc 


* 
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may conclude, that there is no Risk which 
would refuſe to run, to refreſh your Re- 
nembrance of me, firice I can reſolve to 
endanger even you, you who are dear and 
ſaluable above all the reſt of the World to 
me. I tell you this, Madam, at a time, - 
vhen I would not lye, no, not in a Com- 
liment: For I would have you to know, 
that Jam much the better for the Diſtemper 
which I have lately had : It has cauſed me 
o aſſume ſuch good Reſolutions, that if I 
had them not, I could be contented to pur- 
chaſe them with all my Health. I plainly. 
foreſee, that this will but divert you, you 
that are conſcious to ſo much of my Weak- 
neſs; and who will never believe 18 * 
an keep ſingle Reſolutions, I who 
broken ſo many Vows ; yet nothing is more 
certain than that I have hitherto beheld the 
Spaniſh Beauties with as much indifference, 
s I did the Flemiſhat Bruſſels ; and I hope 
to grow a Convert in the very Place of the 
World in which the Tempter is ſtrongeſt, 
and where the Devil reſumes as glorious 
Shapes as what he put off when he fell. 
The Reformation is ſo great in me, that 
have but one Scruple remaining; which 
b, that I think too often of you; and that 
i deſire to ſee you again with a little too 
much Impatience. I who have moderated 
04 — _ 
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the reſt of my Paſſions, have been unable 
to reduce that which I have for you, tothe 
| Meaſure with which we are permitted to 
love our Neighbours ; that is to ſay, as much 
as we do our ſelves; and I fear you have a 
larger ſhare in my Soul, than I ought to 
allow a Creature. Look out, I beſeech you, 
for a Remedy for .this, or rather for an Ex- 
cuſe for it; for as for a Remedy, I believe 
there is none, and that I muſt be always, 
with utmoſt Paſſion, | | le nhl: 
5 ons Madam, Tours 


* : * 


Zo the Marchioneſs of Rambouillet ; in An- 


er to a Letter of Thanks berg. 


Madam, . 
OE my Liberality ſhould, as you tell I beei 
me, ſurpaſs the Bounty of Alexander, ¶ lav 
it would nevertheleſs be richly recompenc'd, Le 
by the Thanks which you have return'd me ¶ cau! 
for it. He himſelf as boundleſs as his Am- tun 
bition was, would have confin'd it to fo IE tim 
rare a Favour, He would have, ſet more JW add 
value upon this Honour, than he did on I the! 
the Perſian Diadem; and he would never Wit 
have envied Achilles the Praiſe which he MW: r 
received from Homer, if he could but hw Lai 
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if I bear any Envy to his, tis not ſo much 


hold inferior to mine, unleſs it be that which: 
Gallant. Neither his Vanity, nor the reſt 


to believe any thing that was ſo advantage- 
dus to him, and the Quality of Son of FJupi- 
er Hammon, was by much leſs glorious to 
him than this. But if any thing comforts me 


tis this, Madam, that knowing you as well 
know you, I am very well aſſur'd, that 


if you have done him this Honour, 'tis not 


ſo much upon the account of his having 


been the Greateſt of Mankind, as of his 
„king been now theſe two thouſand 


d, W Years no more. However, we here find 


ic WW cauſe to admire the greatneſs of his For- 


n- une, which not being able yet to forſake 
ſo Wim ſo many years after his Death, has 


re FW added to his Conqueſts a Perſon that gives 


n them more Luſtre than the Daughters and 
er Wife of Darius; and which has gain'd him 


ne 2 mind more great than the World he 


n. Conquer d. I ought here to be afraid, af- 


n 


elf have. obtain d Vours. Thus, Madam, 
on this Pinacle of Glory on which I ſtand, 


o that which he acquir'd himſelf, as to that 
which you have beſtow'd upon him, and he 
has received no Honours, which I do not 
jou did him, when you declar'd him your 


of his Flatterers, could ever perſwade him 


for the Jealouſie which it has rais d in me, 


4 26 Voitures Familiar Letters. 
ter your Example of Writing, in too loſty 

a Style: But how can the Writer be too 
Sublime who writes of you, and of Alex. 


believe that I have equal Paſſion for you, 
with that which you ſhew for him; and 
oblige me to be always, Ko 


Madam, 


6 2 8 * 
Fa . a „ wad 
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At 


that the Admiration of your Vertues will | 


Tours, Qe. 
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71 


An Imitation of Monfieur de Voitures Let- 


ter to Mademoiſelle de Rambouillet : Be- 


ing an Anſwer to that by which ſhe had in 


form d him, who was then with Monſieur in 
Exile, that the Academy defigned to abo= 


_ liſh the Particle Car, C For. 


That the Reader may be diverted with this 


: ; | | 3 
Letter, he is deſir'd to ſuppoſe, that there is 


a Club of Wits erected in London, for the 


Regulation of the Tongue, who have a De- 


Oi to aboliſh it. 


Mana, 71. 3 - 
OR, being of ſo great Importance in 
our Tongue as it is, Textreamly ap- 

prove of the Reſentment you ſhew for the 


Wrong they deſign to do it; and I muſt 
needs declare, that I expect no good from 
this Club of Wits, which you mention, 


ſince they are reſolved to eſtabliſh them- 
ſelves by ſo great an Oppreſſion: Even at 
a time like this, when Fortune is act ing 


her Tragedies throughout all Europe. I can 
behold nothing ſo deſerving of Pity, as 
when I ſee they are ready to arraign and to 
baniſh a Word, which has ſo faithfully 


ſervd this Monarchy ; and which, 1 


\ 


= 


1 
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all our Engliſh Confuſions, has always been 


of the ſide of thoſe who were truly.Engliſh. 


For my part, I cannot for my Heart com- 


prehend what Reaſon they can alledge a- 


gainſt a Word, whoſe only Buſineſs is to 
go before Reaſon, and which has no other 
Employment than to uſher it in. I cannot 
imagine what Intereſt can oblige them, to 


take away that which belongs to for, to 


give it to Becauſe that ; nor why they have 


2 mind to ſay with three Sllables, that 


which they fay with three Letters. That 
which I am afraid of, Madam, is this, That 
after they have been guilty of this one in- 
juſtice, they will not ſcruple at more; per- 
haps they may have the Impudence to at- 
tack But, and who knows if F may be any 
longer ſecure. So that after they have de- 
priv'd us of all thoſe Words, whoſe buſi- 


_ neſs it is to bring others together, the Wits 


will reduce us to the Language of Angels ; 
or, if they cannot do that, they will at 
leaſt oblige us to ſpeak only by Signs: 
And here I muſt confeſs, that your Obſer- 
vation is true, viz, That no Example can 
more clearly ſhew us the Inſtability of 


Humane Affairs. He who had told me 


ſome Years ago, that I ſhould have out- 
liv'd Fer, I had thought had. promis'd me 


a longer Life ' than the Patriarchs. And 
4 N pet 
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n I yet we ſee, that after he has maintain'd him- 

1. ſelf for ſome hundreds of Years, in full 

- Force and Authority, after he has been em- 

- ploy'd in the moſt important Treaties, and 

6 has aſſiſted in the Councils of our Kings 

r with Honour, he is all of a ſudden fallen 

tinto Diſgrace, and threatned with a vio- 

o I {ent End. I now expect nothing leſs, than 

o to be terrify'd with lamentable Cries in the 

e Air, declaring to the World, that the Great 

t HF is Dead: for the Death of the Great 

t cam, or of the Great Pan, was, in my 

t mind, leſs important. I know it we con- 

ſult one of the fineſt Wits of the Age, and 

one. whom I eſteem with Paſſion. he will Wl 

tell us, that 'tis our Duty to condemn an ü 

Innovation like this, that we ought to uſe 

the For of our Fathers, as well as their Sun 

and their Soil, and that we ſhould by no 

Means baniſh a Word, which was in the 

Mouths of our Edwards and of our Henries. 

But you, Madam, are the Perſon, who are 

principally oblig'd to undertake his Pro- 

tection : For, fince the Supreme Grace, 

and the Soveraign Beauty of the Engliſh 

Tongue lies in yours, you ought to com- 

mand here with an abſolute Sway, and 

with a Smile or a Frown, give Life or 

I give Death to Syllables, as uncontrouPd as 

| 8 you do to Men. For this, I believe yoo 
1 5 35 ave 
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30 Voiture's Familiar Letters. 
have already ſecurd it, from the imminent 
Danger which threatned it, and by vouch- 
ſafing it a Place in your Letter, have fix*d 
it in a Sanctuary and a Manſion of Glory, 
to which neither Envy nor Time can reach, 
But here, Madam, I beg leave to aſſure 
you, that I could not but be ſurprizd to 
ſee how fantaſtick your Favours are, I could 
not but think it ſtrange, that you, who. 
without Compaſſion could ſee a thouſand 
Lovers expire, ſhould not have a Heart to 
fee a Syllable die. If you had but had half 
the Care of me, which you have thewn WW — 
of For, I ſhould then have been happy in 


ſpight of ill Fortune: Then Poverty, Ex. T6 . 
tle, and Grief, would ſcarce have had force 


to come near me. If you had not deli- 
ver d me from theſe Evils themſelves, you | | 
had freed me at leaſt from the Sence of them. 


But at a time that I expected to receive Con- - 
ſolation from yours, I found that your Rind- 2 


neſs was only deſign d to For, and that his 
Baniſhment troubled you more than ours. 0 

I muſt confeſs, Madam, it is but juſt, you 93 
ſhould undertake his Defence ; but you 
ought to have taken ſome care of me too, = 
that People might not object to you, That 


* en ö 2.1... 
' you ſorſake your Friends for a Word. You = 
make no Anſwer at all to that which 1 11 


writ about; you take not the leaſt 3 
5 „ that 
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Voitute's: Familiar Leiters. 31 
that which ſo much concerns me; In three or 
four Pages you ſcarce remember me once; 
ind the Reaſon of this is For: Be pleaſed 
to conſider me a little more for the future, 
and when you undertake the Defence of the If 
Aided, remember that Lam of the dum i 
ber. I ſhall always make uſe of him him. 
lf, to oblige you to grant me this Favour, 
ind to convince you that it is but my Due; 


For : en 
ain, &. 
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7; the Duke of 
Dunkirk. 


Enguien, «pon his Taking of 
] Am fo far from wondring that you have 
taken Dunkirk, that I believe you cowd 
take the Moon by the Teeth, if you did 
but once attempt it. Nothing can be im- 
poſſible to you: I am only uneaſie about 
vVhat I ſhall fay to your Highneſs on this 
Occaſion, and am thinking by what extra- 
ordinary Terms I may bring you to reach 
my Conceptions of you. Indeed, my Lord, 
in that height of Glory, to which you have 
now attain'd, the Honour of your Favour 
5 a ſingular Happineſs ; but it is a trouble- 
ſome thing to us Writers, who are obliged 
| | ; " ns 
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32 Voiture's Familiar: Letters, 
to Congratulate you upon every good Suc: 
ceſs, to be perperually upon the Hunt for 
Words whoſe Force may anſwer your Aci. 
ons, and to be every day inventing of new 
Panegyricks. If you would but have the 
Goodneſs to ſuffer your ſelf to be beat ſome. 
time, or to riſe from before ſome Town, the 
variety of the Matter might help to ſup- 
port us, and we ſhould find out ſome fine 
thing or other to ſay to you, upon the 
Inconſtancy of Fortune, and the Glory that 

is gotten by bearing her Malice bravely. 
But having, from the very firſt of your 
Actions, rank'd you equal with Alexander, 
and finding you riſing upon us continually; 
upon my Word, my Lord, we are at a loſs 


what to do, either with you or our ſelves, 3 
Nothing that we can ſay, can come up to n 
that which you do, and the very Flights as 


of our Fancy, flag below you. EJoquence, | 
which Magnifies ſmalleſt things, cannot rar 
reach the Height of thoſe which you do; ' | 
no, not by its boldeſt Figures. And that Hf“ 
which is calbd Hyperbole on other occaſi- [ b 
ons, is but a cold way of ſpeaking when 


it comes to be applied to you. Indeed it I ud 
zs different to comprehend j\ how your bn. 
Highneſs each Summer has ſtill found out — 
means to augment that Glory, which eve- * 
ry Winter ſeem'd at its full Perfection ; 
p< 5 an 
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nd that having begun ſo greatly, and gone 


o more greatly, ſtill your laſt Actions 
old crown the reſt, and be found the 
moſt Amazing. For my own part, my 


Lord, 1 congratulate your Succeſs, as Iam 
in Duty oblig' d; but | plainly foreſee, the 


. rery thing that augments your Reputation 

. vith us, may prejudice that which you ex- 

e pect from after Ages; and that ſo many | 
cat and important Actions, done in ſo 
bort a ſpace, may render your Lite incre- 
y ible ro future Times, and make your Hi- 

ir MW ory be thought a Romance by Poſterity. 
„be pleas'd then, my Lord, to ſet ſome 
bonds to your Victories, if it be only to 


ccommodate your ſelf to the Capacity of 
- WO Human Reaſon, and not to go further than 
to! common Belief can follow you. Be con- 
ts ented to be quiet and ſecure, at leaſt, for 
| time, and ſuffer France, which is eternally - 
of darm d for your Safety, to enjoy ſerenely, 
o; bra few Months, the Glory which you. 
at have acquir'd for her. In the mean time, 
1M! beſeech you to believe, that among ſo 
en Many Millions of Men who admire” you, 
ir nd who continually pray for you, there 
ur not one who does it, with ſo much Joy, 
ut with ſo much Zeal and Veneration, as I, 

e. ho am, e F 
n; My Low your Highneſs's &c. 
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To the Duke of Enguien (afterwards the Great 
Prince of Conde) upon his gaining the Bat. 
ie ff RDeroy. © 36. wineries” Tor 
uh Land, | + 1 00 ond 7 
X T a time that I am fo far remov'd from 
your Highneſs, that you cannot poſ- 


my „ 74 
o + 7 7 
* 


ſibly lay your Commands upon me, I am 


fully reſolv'd to ſpeak freely my Mind to 
you, which J have fo long been oblig'd to 
diſguiſe, left it ſhould bring me into the 
ſame Inconvenience, with thoſe, who be- 
fore me have taken the like Liberties with 
you. But let me tell you, my Lord, you 
have done too much, to let it paſs without 
taking Notice of it; and you are unreaſo- 
nable if you think to behave your ſelf as 
you do, without being loudly told of it. If 
you did but know how ſtrangely all Paris 
talks of you, Iam very confident that you 


would be aſham'd of it; and you could 


not without Confuſion hear, with how 
little Reſpect, and how little Fear of Diſ- 
pleaſing you, all the World preſumes to 
diſcourſe of what you have done. I muſt 
confeſs, my Lord, I wonder what you 
could mean: You have ſhewn your ſelf 


bold with a Vengeance, and Violent to the 


laſt Degree, in putting ſuch an Affront up- 
1 | | on 
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ought to have reſpected, if it had been 


poor Count de la Fountaine, Who was the 
very beſt: Man in the Lo- Countries; in Ta- 
king ſixteen Pieces of Cannon, the proper 
Goods of the King's Uncle, and the Queen's 


Spaniſh Troops, after they had ſhewn ſo 
much Goodneſs in letting you Paſs. I heard 


that it was not to much purpoſe to diſpute 


thought, that your Heart wou'd have tran- 
ſported you fo far. If you go on at the 
tate you have begun, you will ſhortly 
grow Intolerable, I aſſure you, to all Eu- 
rope, and neither the Emperor nor the Kin 


> 2 Vp 3 ms. i... $Þ. Ye WT CT + 


ir dure you. But now, my Lord, laying the 


Man of Conſcience aſide, and reſuming 


d the Man of State: I felicitate your High- 


W neſs for the Victory 1 hear you have gain'd, 

il the moſt compleat, and the moſt important, 
to i which has happen'd in our Age. France, 
ft which you have ſhelter'd from all the Storms 


ou that it dreaded, is amazed to fee that 


el W you have begun your Life with an Action, 
be with which Ceſar would gladly have 


wp crowned his own, and which alone re- 
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on two or three old Captains, whom you 


only for their Antiquity: in Killing the 
own Brother; and in Confounding the 


indeed, you are obſtinate as a Devil, and 


about any thing with you: But yer I never 


of Spain will either of them be able to en- 
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36 Voiture's Familiar Letters. 
flects more Luſtre upon the Kings your 
Progenitors, than all theirs have transfer. 
red to you. Well, my Lord, you have 
verified what has been formerly ſaid, That 
Vertue comes to the Cæſars preventing 
Time: For you, who are a true Cæſar, both in 
Wit and in Knowledge; C#ſar in Diligence 
and in Vigilance; in Courage Cæſar, and 
per omnes Caſus Ceſar; you have out- run 
the Hopes, and ſurpaſs'd the Expectation 


of Men ; you have clearly ſhewn, that Ex. 


perience is neceſſary to none but ordinary 
Souls; that the Vertue of Heroes comes 
by a more compendious way, and that 
the Works of Heaven are finiſn'd when but 
begun. After this, I leave you to judge, 
how you are like to be receiv'd and car- 
_. reſgd by the Lords of the Court, and with 
What Pleaſure the Ladies heard that he 
whom they had ſeen Triumphant in Balls, 
had been Victorious in Armies; and that 
the fineſt Head of all France, was like wiſe 
the beſt and the ſtrongeſt. There is not 
a Man even to Monſieur Beaumont, who 
does not declaim in your Praiſe. They 
who had revolted againſt you, are now re- 
_ duced; and they who complain'd that you 
were always Laughing, have been forced 
to confeſs, that you have ſhown your ſelf 
now 1n good Earneſt; and og” 7 
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fraid of being of the Number of your Ene- 
mies, ſince you have defeated ſuch: Multi- 
tudes. of them. Pardon, O Cæſar, the Li- 
berty which I have taken; receive the 
Praiſe that is due to you; and permit us to 
render to Ceſar, that which is due to cæ- 


— 


Io Monsieur de Balzac. 


Sir, 


j* it be true that I have always kept the 


Rank, which you tell me I have held 
in your Memory, methinks you have 
ſhewn but an indifferent Concern for my 
Satisfaction, in delaying ſo long to impart 
the pleaſing News to me, and in ſuffering 
me ſo long to be the happieſt of Men, 
without dreaming I was ſo. But perhaps 
you were of opinion, that this very good 
Fortune, was ſo inſinitely above any thing 
that I could in reaſon hope for, that it was 
neceſſary you ſhould take time to invent 


Arguments, which might render it Credi- 


ble, and that you had an occaſion to em- 
ploy all the Power of Rhetorick to perſwade 
me, that you had not forgot me. And 
thus far at leaſt T muſt needs confeſs, that 
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You have been very Juſt, that reſolving to 
let me have nothing but Words for all the 
Affection you owe me, the Choice which 
you have made of them, has been ſo rich, 
and fo beautiful, that, let me die, if I be- 
| lieve the thing they aſſure me of would be 
of greater Value: This, at leaſt, Pm ſure of, 
that they would ſuffice to Counterbalance 
any Friendſhip but mine. i am only diſ- 


\ contented at one thing, and that is, that fo | 


much Artifice and ſo much Eloquence, 


ſhould not be able to Diſguiſe the Truth 


from me; and that in this I ſhould reſem- 
ble your own Shepherdeſſes, who are too 


filly to be beguiled by a Man of Wit. But | 


indeed, you muſt excuſe me if T am ſome- 


thing inclin'd to ſuſpect an Art, which 


= : AY VA * "ov EY 
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could invent Commendations for a Quar- 


tan Ague, and an Art which you have at 


more command, than ever Man had before 


you. All thoſe Graces, and that Air of the 


Court, which I much admire in yours, 
convince me rather of the Excellence of your 
Wit, than of the Goodneſs of your Will. 
And from all the fine things which you have 
{aid in my Favour, all that IT can conclude, 
ev'n when I am inclin'd to flatter my ſelf, is, 
That Fortune has been pleas'd to give me a 
Place in your Dreams: Nay, I know not 
if the very Extravagancies of a Soul fo 

| : „ ex · 
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exalted as yours, are not too ſerious, and 

too reaſonable, to deſcend ſo low as to me. 
And 1 ſhall eſteem my ſelf too obligingly 
us'd by you, if you have but ſo much as 
dream d that you Love me. For to ima- 
gine that you have reſerv'd a Place for me 
amidſt thoſe ſublime Thoughts, which are, 
at preſent, employed in Recompencing the 
Vertues of all the World, and Diſtributing 
Shares of Glory to Mankind ; to imagine 
this, would be extream Preſumption in me. 
[ have too great an Opinion of your Under- 
ſtanding, to believe that you could be guil- 

ty of any thing that is ſo much below you; 

and J thould be unwilling, that your Ene- 
mies ſhould' have that to object to you. 
am perfectly fatisfied, that the only Af- 
fection Which you can have juſtly for any 
one, is that which you owe to your ſelf; 
and that Precept of Studying One's ſelf, 
which is a Leſſon of Humility to all beſides 
you, ought to have a contrary Effect in 
relation to you, and oblige you to contemn, _ 
whatever you find without you. And there- 
fore here let me ſwear to you, That with- 
out pretending to any Share in your Affe- 
tion, I ſhould have been very well ſatisfi- 
ed, if you had preſerv'd with never ſo lit- 


tle Care, the Friendſhip which I have vow- 
ed eternally to have for you, and to have 
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40 Vouure's Familiar Letters. 
placed it, if not amongſt the things which 
you value, at leaſt amongſt thoſe which you 
are not forward to loſe. But in leaving me 
here with that lovely Rival, of whom you 
made mention in yours, you have ſhewn, 
let me tell you, too little Jealouſie, and 
you have ſuffer'd her to gain ſo much Ad- 
vantage of you, that I have reaſon to ſy. 
ſpe& that you have conſpir'd with her, to 
do me a Miſchief. And therefore I have 
more reaſon than you to complain, that 
the has enrich'd her ſelf by your Loſſes, 
and that you have ſuffer'd her to get into 
her Power, that which I thought to have 
| kecurdd from her Tyranny, by entruſting 
it in your Hands. If you had been wil- 
ling to have made never ſo little Defence, 
the better part of my ſelf, had yet been 
our own ; but you, by your Negligence, 
have ſuffer'd her to ſurprize it; and to ad- 
vance her Conqueſt at ſuch a rate over me, 
that tho? I ſhowd furrender to you, all that 
remains of me, you wow'd not have ſo much 
as one half of that which. you have loſt. 
Nevertheleſs, let me aſſure you, That you 
have gain'd in my Eſteem, as much as you 
have loſt in my Affection; and that at the 
very time that I was beginning to Love 
you leſs, I was forced to Honour you more. 
I have ſeen nothing of yours ee Jour 
| IM = 
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Departure, which does not go beyond all 
that you had done before: And by your 
aft Works, you have the Honour ot Excel- 
ing him who ſurpaſs d all others. It can- 
not therefore but appear ſtrange, that when 
you have ſo much reaſon to be contented, 
you ſhould yet be complaining, and that 


preſent all France is liſtening to you, and 
you are indifferent to no Man who has 
but learn d to Read. All who are concern d 
br the Honour of their Country, are not 
more inquiſitive aſter what the Mareſchal 


s doing by you. And you are the Perſon 
vho can make more Noiſe in your Solitude, 
than the moſt Happy and moſt Renowrd 
of our Generals, at the Head of Forty 
Thouſand Men. Can you, wonder then, 
that with: ſo. much Glory you ſhould be ob- 
noxious to Envy; and that the very fame 
Judges with whom Scipio was Criminal, 
and who condemn'd Ariſtides and Socrates, 
hould not unanimouſly do Juſtice to your 
Deſert ? The People can plead preſcription 
or hating the very Qualities which they 
mire in any one. Every thing which 
ranſcends 'em, they think affronts em; 
ind they can better bear with a common 
N 8 
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you your ſelf ſhould be the only great Man | 
who r emains diſſatisfied with vou. At | 


4 Cregui is doing, than they are after what 
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Vice; than an extraordinary Vertue. 18 80 
that if that Law was in force amongſt us, 


of Baniſhing the moſt Powerful for Autho- 


rity or Reputation, I make no doubt, but 


khat you would ſtand the Mark of the Pu. 
blick Envy: and T believe ev'n Cardinal 
Richlieu would not run greater Hazard. 


But, for God ſake, have a care of calling 


that your Misfortune, which is but that 


of the Age: And complain no more of the 


Injuſtiee of Men, ſince all who have Worth, 
are of your ſide; and that amongſt them, 


you have found a Friend, whom yet, per. 
haps, you may loſe once more: At leall, | 
thall do my utmoſt to put you into a con- 


dition of doing ſo. For every Man's Dat. 


ling Vanity, at preſent, is to be accounted 
yours. For my own part, I have always in 
fo publick a manner profeſs d my ſelf fo, 


that if through ill Fortune I ſhould not be 
able to Love you ſo much as I have done, 


yet here let me ſwear to you, That you ſhall 


be the only Man to whom I will dare to de. 


clare it; and that I will always own my 
ſelf to the reſt of the World, to be as much 


as ever, aaa: 


oy 
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ſs the Marqueſs of Piſani, who had loft all his 
Money and his Baggage, at the Siege of 
- Thicavilles 1 one 


* 


The Character of the Marqueſs of Piſani, was 


a Man of Honour; Generofity, and Courage; 
but an Eravagant, Ignorant, Obſtinate, 


1 10 
1 | 
SALE: 


Diſputing Gameſter. rn. 


— 


Sir, 


have been very much miſinform'd, 
ho ſhould upbraid you with having had 


the Mules to keep, at your Camp of Thion- 


ve : The Devil a Mule have you kept 


there, Sir. They tell me, that upon the 
weighty Conſideration, that ſeveral Ar- 


mies have been formerly loſt by their Bag- 
gige; you have made all poſſible haſte to 


be diſencumber'd of yours. And that ha- 
ying often read in the Roman Hiſtories, 


(this it is to be ſuch a Man of Reading, 


look you) that the greateſt Exploits that 5 
vere done by their Cavalry, were doneon. 


foot, after having voluntarily diſmounted 
in the Extremity of the moſt doubtful Bat- 
tles, you took a Reſolution to diſpatch away 


ul your Horſes, and have manag'd Matters 
v0 ſwingingly, that you have not ſo much 


H E Man would be to blame, or 1 
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44 Voiture's Familiar Letters. 
as one Left. And now, the important Per 
fon ſtands on his own Legs 

= Perhaps, you nay receive ſome ſmall In 
F convenience from this: But let me die, if 
38 it be not much for your Honour, that you 
as well as Bias, honeſt old Bias, I war 
rant you know him ſo wondrous wel 
ſhould be able to ſay, that you carry all thatf 
is yours about you. No great quantity [ 
muſt confeſs of Foppiſh Accoutrements, 
nor a long Train of Led-horſes, nor abun- 
dance of that which they call the Ready; 
but  Probity ,, Generoſity, Magnanimity 
Conſtancy in Dangers, Obſtinacy in Di 
ſputes, a Contempt, of all Foreign Langua 
ges, Ignorance of Falſe Dice, and a furpri- 
ſing Tranquility upon the Loſs of Tran- 
fitory Things : Qualities, Sir, which are pro- 
perly and eſſentially yours ; and of which 
neither Time nor Fortune can ever deprive 
you. Now as Euripides, who was, as you 
know, or as you know not, one of the 
graveſt Authors of Greece, writes in one of 
his Tragedies, that Money was one 0 


the Evils, and one of the moſt pernicious 
ones that flew from Pandora's Box ; I ad- 
mire as a Divine Quality in you, the In- 
compatibility which you ſhew for it, and 
look upon it to be a diſtinguiſhing Mark 
of a Great and Extraordinary Soul, that 
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u are uneaſie till you are rid of this Cor. 
wpter of Reaſon, this Pois ner of Souls, 
his Author of ſo much Diſorder, of fo 


n much Injuſtice, and of ſo many Violences. 
let I could heartily wiſh, that your Vir- 
0 ue were not arriv'd at ſuch an extraordi- 


ary Pitch, that you could be brought to 
Wome Accommodation with this Enemy of 
human Kind, and that you might be per- 
haded to make Peace with it, as we do 
vith the Great Turk for Politick Reaſons, ., 
nd the Advantage of Commerce. Now 
on Conſideration, that it is a difficult 
matter to be much at one's Eaſe without it, 

nd fancying, that as I play'd for you at Nar- 
me, you threw for me at Thionville; and 

hat it is perhaps in my Name, that you 
ave pack d off your Baggage, I here ſend 

jou a hundred Piſtols at preſent in part of 
Myment ; and, that theſe may not meet 
vith the ſame Fate which befel the ir Pre- 
&ceflors, I deſire you not to defile your 
Hands with them, but to deliver them to 
he French Gentlemen who are with you, 

or whoſe fake I chiefly remit them. 


S , 
The Eid of Mr. Dennis's Tranſſation. 
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Aſt Friday in the Aſozrnoon I was wb iſtu 
ina Blanker ; becauſe I failed of mak Herta 
in you Laugh in the time that was givenme 
Madam de Rambouillet pronouncd the Sen 
tence, at the requeſt of her Daughter, anc 
Mademoiſelle Paulet. They had deferrt 
the Execution till the return of the Princeſ 
and your ſelf; but they bethought them 
ſelves: afterwards, not to delay it any longer 
and that it was very improper to put 
Puniſhment to a time, which ought' to 0 
wholly devoted to Pleaſure. T was in va 
to cry out and make Reſiſtance; the Blanket 
was brought, and four of the luſtieſt Fellous 
they cou d get, were pick d out for this det 
vice. I may venture to affirm to you, Ma 
dam, that no Man was ever yet in fo 
alted a Condition as I was, and I cou'd not 
have believed that Fortune wou'd ever have 
raiſed me ſo high. Atevery Toſs they ”_ 


ne out of Sake, and ſent me A ü *. u 
Saring Eagle. I ſaw the Mountains cro = 
vg far below me, the Winds and Clouds 
weling beneath my Feet. I diſcoverd 
untries that I never had ſeen, and Seas 
[never had thought of. Certainly. nothing 
1'd be more diverting, than to ſee ſo ma: 
i things all at once, and to diſcover hall 
tie Globe at one View: But 1 aſſure u, 
adam, all this cannot be ſeen Abona 5 
iſturbance ; When one is in the Air, pe: 
ertain of falling down again. . That Which 
ighted me the moſt was, That, when I was 
cry high, looking downwards, the Blan: 
kt appear'd ſo ſmall, that I thought it im: 
oſſible to fall into it; and that. I confeſs was 
ome trouble to me: But, among ſo many 
iferent Objects, which at the ſame, time 
ruck my Sight, there was one which, for 
ame Moments took away my Fear, and 
touch'd me with real Pleaſure: Twas this, 
Madam, Being deſirous to look towards Pi. 
dnt to ſee what paſsd there, I ſaw you at 
ons, as you croſs d the Sacue; at leaſt, law 
great Light upon the Water, and abupy 
lance of Rays about the moſt charming Face 
In the World: I could not well. diſcern, who 
vas with you, becauſe at that time. 
Head was lower moſt; and I believe you, 1 
not ſee me, for you, look d. another Way, 
e 1 
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made Signs to you as well as I: could: but 
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as you began to look up, I fell down again, 


and one of the Tops of the Mountain Tarara 


hindred you from ſeeing me: As ſoon as 
F came down, I told 'em that I had ſeen 
you, and, as I was going to tell em how 
yo! did, they all fell a Laughing as if it 

ad been a thing impoſſible, and immediate- 


| 1 845 to make me leap higher than before. 


ere happen'd to me a very ſtrange Acci- 
dent, which will * ſeem incredible to thoſe 
who have not ſeen it : One time when they 


| had toſs'd me to a very great height, com. 


ing down, I found my ſelf in a Cloud, which 
being very thick, and I extreamly light, 


was a great while intangled in it, before 
could fall down again; fo that they ſtayed 
a long time below, ſpreading the Blanket, 


and looking up without being able to im. 


Luck there was no Wind ſtirring, for i 


there had, the Cloud in Marching would 


have carried me off one fide or t*other 


and fo I muſt have inevitably fallen to the 
Ground, which could not have happen'd 
without hurting me very much. But 2 
more dangerous Accident ſucceeded this 
The haſt time they threw me into the Air 


T found my ſelf amongſt a Flock of Crane 


who at firſt were mightily ſurpri⁊ d to 
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t ne fo high; but when they came near me, 
they took me for a Pigmy, with whom, you 
know, Madam, they have perpetual War, 
ind thought I came to em as a Spy into the 
middle Region; immediately they fell upon 
me with great ſtroaks of their Beaks, and 
with ſuch Violence, that I imagin'd myſelf 
ſtruck with a hundred Daggers. And one 
of them that had taken me by the Leg, 
purſu'd me fo furiouſly, that ſhe did not 
kave me till I was in the Blanket. This 
made my Tormentors afraid to ſend me 
back to the Mercy of my Enemies; who 
were now got together in great numbers, 
and hover'd in the Air, expecting me again. 
At laſt they carried me home again in the 
Blanket, but ſo diſpirited as never Man 
was: To tell you the truth, this Exerciſe 
s little too violent for one of my ten- 
der Conſtitution. I leave it to you, Ma- 
dam, to judge, how cruelly I have been 
dealt with, and for how many Reaſons 
you are obliged to condemn this Action; 
and to deal plainly with you, you that 
are born with ſo many commanding Quali- 
ties, ſhould think it highly concerns you to 
begin betimes to hate 1njuſtice, and to take 
thoſe that are oppreſsd into your Protection: 
| beſeech you then, Madam, in the firſt - 
Place, to declare this an Outrage you by no 
'E means 
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means approve; and for Reparation of my 


Honour, and my Strength, to order a great 
Canopy of Gauſe, to be ſet up for me in 
the blew Chamber of the Houſe of Rambuu. 
illet, where I ſhall be waited on, and mag. 
nificently entertaind for a whole Week, 
by the two Ladies who were the cauſe of 
this Misfortune ; that at one Corner of the 
Room they ſhall be continually making 
| Sweet-meats; one of 'em ſhall blow the 
Fire, and other ſhall do nothing elſe but 
put Syrup upon Plates to cool, and bring 
it me as often as I have occaſion. Thus, 
Madam, you will do a deed of Juſtice, 
worthy of ſo great and beautiful a Princeſs, 
and I ſhall be obliged to be with the utmoſt 
Sincerity and Reſpect, Ef, 
92 | 9 Tn Madam, Tour, ꝑ&c. 


To Madam de Rambouillet. 
By Mr. Raphſon, Fellow of the Royal Society: 


n 


Madam, 


Ow threatning ſoever your Letter be, 

] could not chuſe but admire its Beau 

ty, and wonder how you could join the obli- 

ging and the zerrible Stile with ſo much Arti 

ice together. You make me think 2 = 
OE. OE: 0 


* * A © 


Eloquence ; and, in reading them, I cannot 


ſorbear to be pleaſed with thoſe very things 
which moſt Affright me. You ſoon beganrs _ 
ff he as good as your Word, when you told me 
e that you would no longer ſmile, than For- 
une frown'd on me: In the fame Minute 
ebe ſeems to have granted me a little Repoſe, _ 
r jou begin to diſquiet me, and ſhew me, that 
ho 1 have eſcaped the Dangers of the Seas 
end Pyrates, I am not yet in Safety, and 
5 that you are more dreadful than they. I 


would not. have thought, Madam, that for 
aving refuſed a Quarrel with your Dwarf, 
[ſhould have contracted one with yourſelf, 
bor that I ſhould be obliged to anſwer a 
Challenge, becauſe I did a Complement: If 
you think I faiPd in that, you ought rather | 
do call it Reſpec and Fear, than Contempt; 
: and believe that the ſame Creature who diſ- 
„emed Monſieur de MH——— of his Sword, 
Wade my Pen fall from my Hand. Altho- 
be. be might have ſome reaſon to complain, 
Jet you had none to take his part againſt 
mT wt and if you wiſh me IIl for his fake, I 
may juſtly fay you quarrel with me on the 
kaſt Occaſion in the World. 
tf you are reſolved to Perſecute me, all 
old I E | | 
EE. 
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the Excuſes I can alledge, will ſigniſie no- 
thing; and I can only wonder you take ſo 
much pains to find a Pretence for it. ft 
will be no Advantage to me, tO have come 
ſo far thro' ſo many Dangers; . ſhall find 
Algiers where- cver you are; and tho? Tam 
in Bruſſels, yet I never Was 1o near Cap- 
tivity, or being Shipwrack' d. However, 
don't perſwade your felf, Madam, that the 
Flames of thoſe Animals wherewith you 
threaten me, can make me afraid. I have M hin 
long ſince learn'd to defend my ſelf from th 
thoſe forts of Miſchiefs ; and whatever you he 

can ſay, I am more apprehenſive of Death my 
from your Eyes, than your Hands. Among vri 
all che Paſſages of your Letter, which ſeems I did 
to be admirable in all its parts, I took par- [ 
ticular notice of that,where you tell me how MW and 
great a pleaſure it wou'd have been to you, WM tim 
if I had been taken by the Pyrates; I cant of n 
but attribute it to your extraordinary Good- Ml xg; 
nefs, thar y ou cowd wiſh I had been two or plea 
three Years chain'd'to an Oar in the Turtiß hay; 
Gallies, that ſo my Veyage might have been thof 
more diverſified. ?Twas a Curioſity I canne-M leaſt 
ver enough commend in you, to defire o Con 
know how I could lock after and dreſs the conſ 
Camels of Barbary, and with what unſha-W the 

ken Conſtancy I could bear Baſtinados: 
Aſter the rate you tall, I ſuppoſe you would 


have 


2 


5 
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yet more ſurprizing, theſe kind Wiſhes, yo a 


ſay, you beſtowꝰ d upon me, afrer you had re- 
aſſum'd the mild Form of Woman, and were 


ſmewhatiappeas'd ; neither can I any more 
reconcile to Juſtice the Quarrel you would 


pick with me about Alcidalis: Judge, Ma- 
dam, if being embark'd in the fame Seas with 


him, and in the ſame Dangers, I could forget 
thoſe Perils which I ſuffer'd, to recount thoſe 
he had gone through; and while I lay under 


my own Misfortunes, if I was at leiſure to 


write a Hiſtory of his? der 1 
did not omit it in the midſt of my Troubles; 
[writ above a hundred Sheets of his Hiſtory, 
and took a particular care of his Life, af a 
time when I can ſwear to you, I took none 
of my own. But, Madam, don't make an 
Eſtimate from hence of the Care take to 


pleaſe my Female Acquaintance. After 1 
have render'd you all the Services I can, 


thoſe Shadows can only ſhew you the 
laſt part of the Paſſion I have for your 
Concerns. If you would know * that, 
conſider it rather in the Cauſe than in 
the Effects. 


tow lively 


etters. 53 

have been glad, if ['had been empaÞd for half 

an Hour, to have farisfied' you how ir felt, 
and what I thought of it: But that which is 


But your Imagination, 

and wonderful ſoever it is, 

falls ſhort of that; and if there is any ß 
„ thing 


3 4 


W 
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thing 11 the whole World greater than your 


© 


Soul, and which is beyond its Compre- 
henſion, it is the Reſpect, Affection, and 


Eſteem it has bred in mine. Being no 


leſs ſenſible to acknowledge the Obliga- 


tions I owe to other excellent Perſons, 
you'll think that the Letter I receiv'd at 
the ſame time with yours, brought me an 


infinite Satisfaction, as well as an extream 
Honour. You knew better than any one, 
the Inclination and Reſpect I have always 
had for the Merits of the Perſon who writ 
it, and you may remember in the time of 
the Civil Wars between you two, I have 
ſometimes left your part to take his. But 
this laſt Goodneſs of his, has gained 
my Heart; and ſince I have received it, 
pardon me if you pleaſe, that I at cer- 
rain inrervals eſteem him above any other 
Perſon in the World : But that you may 


not think, Madam, that it is you who 


have procured me all the Favours I receive 
from him, I aſſure you that on another Oc 
caſion very lately he has done me a piece 


of Service, without your being privy to it: 
Altho? it is none of thoſe I take the moſt 
Pleaſure in receiving, and it has given me 
a new Subject of reflecting on my ill For- 


tune, yet J eſteem it a great Honour to owe 


Obligations to him, which I ſhould be © 


ſhamed 


x as Ja nnn 
; CEP 
* * 


* 


Voiture's Familiar Letters. 5 5 


ſhamed to do to any other, and I am proud 
to receive any Marks of his Generoſity. 
He'll ſwear, when you ſpeak to him of it, 
he knows not what you mean; and me- 
thinks I now fee him telling you ſo: but 
you know his Humour and Temper, never 
to forget» to do a good Action, and never 


to remember it when it is done. Since : 
the Honour of your Eſteem for me has 
been the firſt Motive to eſtabliſh me in 


his Favour, I humbly beg your Aſſiſtance, 


Madam, to return him thoſe Thanks 1 


owe him, and that way to pay him at 
leaſt as far as I can at preſent. I kiſs a thou- 
ſand times the Feet of that incomparable Per- 
ſon who was pleaſed to write with her own 
Hand the Superſcription of the Letter you 
ſent me, and with four or five Words, ren- 
dred that Preſent ineſtimable, which was 
alnoſt invaluable before. You have a great 
deal of Reaſon to call her the moſt charm» 
ing and agreeable. Perſon in the. World, 
who can relieve the Diftreſſed at ſuch a 
Diſtance. I wiſh that ſhe, who ſo well 
knows how to manage her Favours, ma 


have all the Happineſs due to ſo much Good- 


neſs, Beauty and Vertue together, tho? I know - 


this Wiſh is very Extenſive. I hear that 
the Lady whom I uſed to call the Morning- 


Star, is become Greater and more Admirable 


E's 7 than 
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than ever, and that it at the ſame time nuch 
enlightens and burns all. France; although Nad t 
its Beams ſcarce reach the dark Shades Mauch 
where we live, yet its Reputation does, and 
as far as I can underſtand, the Sun is not ſo fle 
bright as it. I am glad the Intelligence 
that animates it, has loſt nothing of its 
Force and Light, and that there is nothing 
but the Soul of Madamoiſelle de Bourbon, 
that ean make us doubt whether her Beauty 
is not the moſt perfect thing in the World. 
The manner as J have ſeen in one of your 
Letters ſhe condoles me in, appears, admira- 
bly fine: indeed ſo many Croſſes I have met 
with, ought to ſtir up Pity in her; in her, 
I fay, who is ſo well acquainted with my 
Weakneſs, and who knows that from my 
Cradle, I have not had one day of Repoſe. 
It has been diſturbed at the Poſtſcript of your 
Letter, addreſſed to King Chiquito. In the 
Hell of ' Anaſtarax, I found mine, and have 
wWandred in it three Nights and Days, yet 
cou'd not ſee at all. This was a moſt ſen- 
ſible Affliction to me, for I deſired above any) 
thing in the World, to have the Comb of 
King Georgia; / have had a mind to it 
above theſe two Years. But ſince you pre- 
tend to ſo much Gueſſing, imagine if you 
pleaſe, Madam, all I would farther ſay, if! 
durſt make my Letter longer. Gueſs ww 
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nuch more Fhonour and eſteem you than 1 
id two Years ago; and think with how 
nuch Paſſion I am, N e DOCS 


UT} BY Madamoiſelle, 
miei .. N 


§— Or 


To the Cardinal de la Valette. 
E Anſwer to a kind Letter he ſent him. 


| My Lord, ix 15 
| Am apt to believe, when you writ me the 
I laſt Letter, you were pleaſed to Honour 


ne with, that you thought the Eſteem . 
ave always had for you, had acquired you 
bme Reputation in the World: That on 
ll Occafions, I had given you infinite Te- 
limonies of the Honour of my Friendſhip, 
and had for that reaſon lent you two thous 
ind Crowns on an extraordinary Occaſion ; 
nd that at ſuch a time when all your Cre- 
lt fail}d you elſe. where; and at ſuch a Jun- 
dure too, that otherwiſe your Reputation 
nuſt have for ever ſunk. At leaſt, after the 
ate you return your Thanks, and ſpeak of 
ſour ſelf and me, 1 have reaſon to believe, 
at in a Dream you have miſtaken the one 
ar the other, and put your ſelf in my Place. 
therwiſe, my Lord, you would not 2 f 
„ | alter 
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aſter that manner. you do, unleſs, perhaps 
you are of Opinion, that there is no great 
er Good in the World, than todo fo to 0 
thers, and think: thoſe oblige you, whe 
give you an Opportunity of obliging them 

and imagine you receive the Pleaſures yo 
give: Certainly if it be ſo, there is no Ma 
in the World to whom you are. more ob 
liged than to me; and I deſerve all the 
Thanks you return me, ſince I have give 
you more occaſions, than any one elſe, 0 
exerciſing your Generoſity, and doing Ati; 
ons of Goodneſs, which without doubt 
are to be eſteemed beyond all the Wealth 
you have, or can ever beſtow on me 
Among the great Number of good Offices 
have received from you, and among fo m 
ny Favours you have been pleaſed to be 
ſtow upon me, I aſſure you, my Lord, 
' Eſteem nothing ſo much as the Letter yo 
vouchſafed to Write to me; and if amony 
ſo many Thingswhich affe ted me with Jo 
there is any one thing that did fo aboy 
the reſt, I muſt needs beg your leave t 
tell you, it is that, where you menti0! 
the two Perſons who deſerve all the Re 
ſpe& we .can pay them, and to whom, 
we compare them not one to another 
there is nothing under the whole He: 
ven they can be compared to. m 
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hink that I am in their Memory, for 
hat Moment my Pains ceaſe; and when- 
ever, I repreſent to my ſelf the Image 
of either the one or the other, the very 
Face of my Fortune ſeems to be changed, 
nd that Imagination chaſes. from my Spi- 
it the Darkneſs. which oppreſſed it, and 
ills it with Light: But hun which is ſtill 
greater Happineſs, though I am ſo far 
tom ever having deſerved the Honour of 
their Favour, yet I flatter my ſelf that I 
have ſome ſhare in it; ; and I am fo happy 
i to believe what you tell me concerning 
t. I know one, my Lord, who would 
not be ſo eafily perſwaded, if he were in 
my place, and who after two Years Sepa- 
ation could not live in ſo much Tranqui- 
ity, nor with ſo. great Aſſurance. In the 
faisfa&tion which that Belief gives me, be 
pleaſed to judge if I am much to be la- 
mented, and if there are not many whom 
the World calls Happy, that don't deſerve 
the name ſo well as I. Without this, I could 
not defend my ſelf from the general Sorrow 
which invades us on all fades, nor reſiſt the 
Melancholy of Monſieur de > NPY whom 1 
am forced every day to contend with, and 
who is in Truth much above what is com- 
monly imagined of him. Befides the Fancy 
be has taken to let — Beard grow, which 
already 
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already reaches down to his Middle, he af. 
feats a Tone more ſevere than ever, and 
which comes very near the ſound of Aſo. 


| þhugs Horn: Unleſs he were to treat of the 


Immortality of the Soul, the Supreme Good, 
or one of the moſt Important Queſtions of 


| Moral Philoſophy, he could not Bawl low. 


der than he does in his Ordinary Conver- 
fation. Should Democritus come again, tho 
he was ſo great and celebrated a Philoſo- 
pher, he would not bear with him, becauſe 
he was given to the horrid Sin of Laughing; 
nay, he has undertaken to Reform the Do- 


ctrine of Zeno, as not rigid enough, and is 


going to Inſtitute a new Order, called Stoic 
Capuchins. So that, my Lord, wiſh no ex- 
traordinary Bleſſing for that People, whole 
Governor # at with him to be. N 
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ſo a 7 bung L Maid of 3 
ro His Royal Highneſs” 85 eee $ 


15 Hen of Cromwell, Ei, 
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Iring been ever r ſenſible of the Pow- 
er of your Eloquence, aſſiſt me, I be- 
tech you, in returning my .acknowledg- 
nents to the faireſt, and moſt generous 
inceſs of the World: : For, I Swear, I 
have been Oppreſt with her Bounties, and 
muſt declare, that there is not any thing 
nder Heaven, ſo. Lovely and fo Charm- 
ng, as the Miſtreſs whom you ſerve; I had 
moſt ſaid, whom. we ſerve: And, indeed 
what would I not give, that I might thus 
expreſs it 2 From the firſt Moment that I 
leard her, I preſently concluded, that 
there was not in the World ſo great a 
Genius as hers; but the Care ſhe has been 
leavd to take of me, above all things ama- 
xs me, and I cannot ſufficiently admire, 
ww, among ſuch elevated Thoughts, ſne 

an have room tor any ſo trivial: and how 
Mind in all things elſe fo high, can de- 
fend ſo low. The Paſtils which were 
preſented me this Morning, have had a 

won 
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wondrous Effect upon me, and I can not 
imagine from whence this Miracle. pro. 
Pi. unleſs from a Touch of her Royal 

Highneſs's Hand; for I find my ſelf ink. 

nitely better, by having kiſs d the Paper 

only that incloſed 'em: This as long as! 


üuve ſhall be my Antidote againſt all forts 


of Ills, and there is but one, for which ſo 
pleaſing a Remedy as this can have no 
Cure: But left you ſhould too curioufly 
| Inquire, what this is I mean, tis much bet. 
ter that I ſhould explain my ſelf, and tell 
you, that *tis the Trouble, to have ſo ſel. 


dom the Sight of her, and to be deſtin'd to 


live tar from the only Perſon who deſerves 
to be Adored: if you reflect upon this, it 
will appear the greateſt of Misfortanes; 
and 'tis very hard to he a Man of Honour, 
and ſurvive it. | 5 


> % $ 
* - 
* 7 0 


M. 


. 


ireſc 
but [ 
ler- 
vere 
ng! 
qual 
Beall 
Jou 

ame 
far fi 
Keul 
Pray 
ne. 


Vang 


that 
the 
be 
Tru 
Jou 
Jou 


Voiture's Familiar Letters. 63 


se Marchioneſs de Rambouillet, 
x upon Abſence. in th. 14 ans 
f By the ſame Hand. 

5 Madam, © ET. : 


irſom to me as Rome: Not a day paſſes, 


N hut I ſee ſomething that's wonderful; Ma- 
1. (e- pieces of the greateſt Artiſts that ever 
o rere; Gardens where there is an everlaſt- 
Ing Spring; Buildings that are not to be e- 
it Naabd in the World, and Ruins yet more 
beautiful than they: But all this that I tell 
oa hath no power to divert me, and at the 


me time that I ſee 'em, I with my ſelf 
ar from em: The moſt excellent Paintings, 


Praxiteles, Papardelle, have no Charms for 


ne. I ſhou'd be amaz'd at this, were [I not 
enſible of the Cauſe, and did not well know 
that a Perſon who has been accuſtom'd to 


7; te ſight of you, cou'd never be eaſie when 
ee did not enjoy it: For to tell you the 


Truth, Madam, I have the ſame Senſe of 


you, as of Health; I never ſo well knew 
Jour Value, as when I have loſt you: and 
: „ Ong al- 


Y Lady, your Mother, muſt excuſe 
e ben e enn Tang 


Kulptures, and Portraictures of Apelles, 
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ſucceſſively, and that I was threatn'd wit 


nor inſenſible; but have taken ſome Ant 
mony which Monſieur Nerli gave ine 
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although, when I am near you, I manage iii tbis 
not always ſo well as to maintain my ſelii pur 
with you, yet from the Moment that the! 
behold you no more, I ſeek you with 19 
thouſand Wiſhes. I call to mind thats 
you are the moſt precious of Worldhy ll k 
Things, and I find by Experience, that a lece 
the Delights of the Earth, are harſh an det, 
diſagreeable without you : 1 had mort le. 
Pleaſure ſome time ago in two or three Veel 
turns at Rue! with you, than I have ha(Ftnue 
ſince, in ſeeing all the Vine- yards of Rome have 
or that I ſhou'd have to ſee the Capita! ¶ lept 
tho in all its ancient Splendor, with even! will 
Jupiter Capitolinus there in Perſon ; bu vt) 
that you may know that this is no RaileryW/ou | 
and that I am really as Ill as I expreſs i u 
tis but eight Days fince, that walking iq! but 
the Morning with the Chevalier de Jari bur 
T had fallen all along if he had not receigWſin n 
ved me in his Arms; and the next Even 
ing I ſwoon'd once more in the Apartmen | 
of the Marſhall de Eſtree s. The Phyſica} = 
ſay that thoſe are Melancholy Vapours, a" Rc 


that theſe Accidents are not to be neglected 
as for me, ſince this has taken me two-da)! 


ſomething worſe, Ihave neither been ſtupi 


thi! 
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this has done me ſome good, and [I'll bring 
four Doſes with me, which I will perſwade 
the Dutcheſs d Ainguillon to take; for there 
z no Volatile Salt which can have ſo good 
ffect: and this we muſt be contented with, 
ill he that hath given me it, ſhall find the 
Receipt of the Aurum Potabile, which Se- 
net, as he ſays, he ſhall attain to in a Year 
it leaſt. I hope to leave this place in a 
Week; you will be amaz d that I can con- 
inue ſo long in a Place which I tell you I 
have been fo tyr'd with; but I have been 
kept here till now, by ſome things which 
Iwill acquaint you with, and which I have 
wot yet been able to diſpatch ; but I aſſure 
jou once more, that I never in my Life was 
b uneaſie and ſo impatient to ſee you; 
| humbly beſeech you to do me the Ho- 
tour to believe me, and to be aſſur'd that I 
m much more than I can here expreſs, 


Rome. Madam yours. 
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To Monſieur Coſtart, Deſiring him 


to Write a Latin Letter for him. 


[| Monſieur, AE tandl + 70. 469; 
Js will be ſurprized that I ſolicite 
I your Aſliſtancein an Affair on t'other 
ſide the Mountains; that I beg your, Suc- 
cour againſt the Romans It is not the firſt 
time as you know, that they have diſturbed 
the Quiet of thoſe that troubled themſelves 


not with them. But I think they were 


never ſo unjuſt to any body as to me; they 
never gave Hannibal more Vexation than 
they will me, if you do not help me: 
Quorſum hic, ÞI1 tell you; They have a- 
mong them an Academy of Men, that cal 


themſelves Humouriſis, that is as much as to 


ſay fantaſtical; and indeed, they muſt be ſo, 
to take a fancy to admit me into their Num- 
ber, and to adviſe me of it by a Letter from 
one of their Society. I muſt write him an 
Anſwer of Thanks in Latin; and this tis puts 
me in ſuch pain: But I have been easd 
from the Moment that I thought of you, 


for this methinks is your true Talent, and 


a Man that lives in Poitou, and writes Latin 
Letters out of Wantonneſs, can't refuſe me 
5 one. 


« , 1 ? \ . - * * . 
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one. Their Device is a Sun raiſing Vapouss 
from the Sea, which falls back again in = | 
Rain, with this Motto out of Lucretius, Fluit 
amine dulci: Pray try what you can fay 
upon this, and upon the Honour which 
they have done me, and my want of merit. 
Monſieur Pauquet will be ſure not to fail 
w, and he knows more than either you or 


r. I leave this matter 'wholly to you two; 
"Wor 1 am no way capable of it, whereas you 
TY do it if you pleaſaee. 
_ Me dulcis domine Muſa Lycimnte, 
cantus, me voluit dicere Iucidum 

* Fulgentes oculos, & bene mutuis, 

1 ©. Pidum Pectus amoribus. 
be has been gone this nine Days: Poor y- 
a amnia! Without Lying, I love her better 
o tan my ſelf, but not better than you, 


Jam, Menheur, &c. 


* 


7 


4 . To Madum | 
N TY acquaint me with your Sufferings, Ws 


is the way to redouble mine: and I 
UN tat have ſupported my own with ſo much 
me katience, doubt whether 1 ſhall be able to 
ne. F 2 N 


4 
@ 


_ OSS 


pear in a place where my Pains are to be 


any one but my ſelf, and make a wiſer 


nour of knowing you, ſo well as I do, to for- 


+ 2 
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bear up under yours, But whatever hap- 
pens, I can't indure too much, fince it is 


tor Love of you, and the two Words which 


you have put in your Billet, out of Rank from 7 1 
the reſt, are enough to render any thing ſup- { | 
portable, and make me cheerfully embrace ſu 
Martyrdom. I ſuppoſe you have no doubt 
of it, and that you are aſſur'd of my Reſo- 
lution, ſince after having warned me of 
the Miſchief you intend me, you expe& 
that I ſhould come and meet you: and 
that after Dinner, I ſhould voluntarily ax 


encreas d. Theſe Menaces wou'd terrifid 
Man than I, provide for his Security: But 
whatſoever Danger I foreſee, it's impoſſible 
for me to diſobey you: Or having the He 


bear being, 


Madam, Tours, &c 


A * 
2 * 
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» 

is „5 

7Zͤͤôâ˙ ͤ 

m Have forgot all that I ſhow'd ſay to 

p- to whom you wou'd reconcile me and I 

. aſſure you 'tis not becauſe | have ſlept ſince; 
t 


lam ſorry to have ſo little Concern for a Per- 
on ſo well recommended to me, and that 
not being able to afford her any room in my 
Affection, ſhe had no more in my Memory. 
s the part of my Soul in which I may 
vith moſt Juſtice allow her a place, being 
that which is moſt oppoſite to the Judg- 
nen nent, and wherein things paſt are laid up. 
but if I fay any thing obliging to her after 
Dinner, the ſhall not be able to complain 
hat I talk to her by heart; for I find that Pm 
o much a Stranger to all that J have to ſay 
bo her, that if you do not quickly relieve 
ne, you ſhall ſee that I know no more than 
you, either the Words or Time: I wiſh 
jou knew no better that of your departure. 
for without lying, I have not Courage to 
dure the bare thought of it, which ſtifles 
n me all others. When I think that to 
Morrow you will be no longer here, I am 
urpris'd that I am to Day in the World, 
7 and I am ready to confeſs to you that there 

s ſome Faction in this Love, which! 
ieſtiie, when I conſider that I yet breathe, 
ED 73 = 7 


a 


the Deſarts of Agypt, ſince I hope tor a 
plüwKace in that which you are making. It is if ye 
this Hope only, which keeps me in the ke 


J here ſay be within the bounds of a paſſio- 


Terms as you defire, ſince I never met with 


content to be hated by you, when ever 
offer you my Friendſhip. ie ay | 
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and that my Diſpleaſure has not yet finiſh- 
ed my Days. Others have loſt their Speech 


and confin'd themſelves to inacceſſible 
Solitudes for leſs Misfortunes than mine. 
| I own that I could not go fo far from 


you, to vent my Grief, but T am methinks 4 
to be excuſed for not ſeeking a Cell in |. 


World, and my Lite hangs only on this char 
ExpeCtation. I know not whether all that 


nate Friendſhip, but you cannot accuſe me 
of ſpeaking too intelligibly, ſince all my 
words will bear a double Conſtruction ; nor 
complain that I do not write to you in ſuc 


the Perſon that ſhou'd inform me what 
thoſe are: So long as ſome Allowance is 
made for my Failings, and that I may tel 
you ſome part of my thoughts, I ſwear to you 
by the ſame Affection that I did Yeſterday 
that the only Folly I ſhall ever be guilt 


of, ſhall be always to love the moſt amiabl_<t1 
Perſon that ever was, and that I will bo f bea! 


ne! 
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8 To Diana. 

le Eo + jd 

e. By the ſame Hand. 

ro Madam, 1 . 5 
in * you are as ſenſible of the Uneaſineſs 
of not ſeeing what you love, as I am; 


you ſufter, during this Abſence, any thing 
ike what 1 endure; What Conſiderations, 
charming Diana, could prevail upon you, to 
be two Days without ſeeing me? Why do 
not we rather hazard the other Extremity, 
than this which our Misfortune reduces us 
o Is it reafonable, to hinder four or five 
people from prating and obſerving our Satiſ- 
ation we ſhould ſacrifice it, and to pre- 
rent a little Noiſe, endure ſo much Miſery ? 
No, no, my dear Diana, the greateſt Miſ- 
ortune that can befal us, is to be ſeparated 
om on another; I know nothing that 
ve ought ſo much to fear: Do not think 
that our Love is a whit the more private, 
br the pains wetake to conceal it ; the De- 
ection which is viſible in my Countenance, 
peaks plainer than any body can do. Let 
5 then lay aſide a Diſcretion which coſt us 
o dear, and give me, after Dinner, an Op- 
portunity of ſeeing you, if you would have 
nelive. „ 
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Tothe Preſident of the Houſbold, 


OO 
8 „ „„ 
XA Adam de Marſilly believes that T have S: 
1 ſome Int'reſt in you; and 1, who am 1 
vain enough to be thought to Have it, have | 
not inform'd her to = contrary, She is kav 
a Lady eſteem'd at Conrt, and that may in- fjeu! 
fluence the Parliament ; and if ſhe ſucceeds you 
in a Cauſe to be heard before you, believing W yrit 
that I have contributed to her Succeſs, you you 
cannot imagine the Credit it will do me adv 
amongſt the better part ofthe World: I can me, 


propoſe nothing to byaſs you farther than tho 
by putting you in mind of my Intereſt, be. I is ſ 
cauie I know your own can never engage W are 
you. To ſerve a Friend, and to do Juſtice, ¶ ſuc 


which is all we demand, are things the of 
ſevereſt Judges may be ſolicited for Mofa 


ſhall be ſenſible you do *em both tq; 
VJou continue loving me as much as you N. 
done hitherto, and if you believe that I an 


Tours, 


To 


WEST 


» 


Voitures 


To Monſiew & Emer, Comptroller 
General of the King's Revenues. 


By the ſame Hand. 
Sir, Ke . 


ſome of your Letters, pray give me 
kave to take notice of that you writ to Mon- 
fieur 4 Arſes upon my Account, and to tell 
you, there are very few in France, that can 
write in ſuch a Manner, particularly where 
you ſay that to accommodate my Affair youll 
advance a Sum of Money; you muſt pardon 
me, if I am of Opinion that to offer twenty 
thouſand Livers to do a Friend a Service, 


are few capable of expreſſing themſelves in 
ſuch a Stile. Even we of the Academ 


ofany Turn of Thought equal to this. 
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9 you won't permit me to mention 


s ſo gallant a way of Writing, that there 


of the Beaux Eſprits, are not able to boaſt 


TÞe: - 
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| The: Abriement 8 4 Letter a Mor on- 


ſie gur D Avaux WN 
By the 4 Hand... 


V Js ergo inter nos, quid tr 7 e 3 Vie 
ciſim, Experiamur: No, I beg your | 


Pardon, Sir, Apollo tells me I am oyermatch'd, 


and Iamreſolv'd to take his Advice: nor am 


I concern'd that you have ſo far exceeded 
me in your laſt Letter, becauſe there yon 


have even exceeded your ſelf: I muſt tel 
you, I am jealous of the veryPraiſcs you give 
me; they are ſo artful and ingenious, that 
ſhou'd be prouder of being capable of giving 
than receiving them; and the very Words 
wherein you tell me how much I am above 
others, ſhew me how much more you de- 
ſerve that Compliment ; every Line of your 
Letter is extraordinary, eſpecially the Pi- 


ure You draw of Madam de Lorguevile, 
which is ſo raviſhing, that the ſight of the 


Original cou'd not have tranſported me 
You ſay tis wonderfull, that at a 
Treaty for Peace, you cannot be ſaſe in 
Munſter, notwithſtand the Paſs-ports 
from the Emperour and the King of Spain; 
that is, Sir, you cannot be ſecure in Munſter 


becauſe Madam de Lg” is there. 
When 
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When you upbraid me, that you have had 

but one Letter from me in a whole Lear, 
and that I cannot hold out to Write twice 
acceſſively with the ſame Force, I cannot 
but acknowledge thateven your reprimands 
are not leſs obliging than your Praiſe, ex- 


ept where you tell me I am fifty Years 


old, and where you upbraid me with my 


Spectacles and grey Hairs. Before I make 


n end of this Letter, I muſt ſend you the 
Compliment of Madam de Sable, and Ma. 
dam Monthaufier : I have ſhown them both 
theſe Paſſages of your Letter, where you 
ſpeak of Madam de Lougueville ; for the reſt, 
ear not that any ſhall ſee it, eſpecially that 
part where you ſpeak of fifty Year old. 
You muſt know, that here I am but forty 
ſeven, therefore pray let me be no more 


at Munſt: r. I had almoſt forgot to tell 


you, thoſe Ladies commanded me to fay, 
that if you ſpeak but as well as you write, 
Madam de Longueville cannot be tedious in 
any place where you are.. They ſwear there 
no Perſon upon Earth has Wit enough but 
your ſelf, and I tell them that I have thought 
the ſame thing theſe five and twenty Years; | 
but I muſt detain you no longer, LE 


e me C riſpini Scrinia lipps, 
prieſt hutes. Verbum non amplius addam. 5 


To 


, „ , 
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| i 0 Madam 8 
By Henr * Cromwell, E ; 112 


Madam, 1.1195 | . 
He Letter which you deſired to ſee 
is not worth the leaſt Line of that in 
which you command it; but you, who were 
Yeſterday fo devout, do you make no ſcru- 
ple to write ſuch Things in the Hohy- week, 
and do you not apprehend the Conſequence 
of 'em, and what Effect they may have? 
I had ſet my Conſcience at reſt, and for 
that reaſon. had reſolved never to ſee you 
more. But your Letter has given me a new 
Diſorder ; and as well as another, I have 
ſuffer'd my ſelf to be overcome by your 
Pearls, and your fours thouſand Livers. 
I could not have thought, that you wou'd 
ever have made uſe of ſuch Means, to re- 
ain a Lover, or that theſe ſort of Things 


cord have had any Power over me: And! 


aſſure you, *tis the firſt time that I have let 
my ſelf be dazled with Riches. So to tell 
you the Truth, the Pearls were never ſo well 
ſet as they are in your Letter; and your four 
thouſand Franks as you have manag'd em, 


are worth more than three hundred _ 
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and: You are an incomprehenſible Perſon, 
and I cannot ſufficiently Admire, how, 
without reading Herodotus, and making 
uſe of the Saturnalza, you can write ſuch 
delicate Letters: As for me, Madam, I be- 
gin to imagine that you have deceiv'd us, 
believe you are acquainted with the ſource 

e of Nilus, and that Spring from whence 

n you draw all theſe fine Things, which you 

re ny, is much more ſecret and unknown: in lt | 

1- fine, whatſoever your Steward ſays, tis not Jl 

, che Marchioneſs 4? Sable, who is the fineſt - wn 

e Pcrſon in the World: you have more 

Charms in a corner of an Eye, than there 

x Iss in all the reſt of the Earth: Nor have 

u ill the Charms of Magick a Power com- 

w IJ parable to thoſe you write. | 


5 


To Madam 
By the ſame Hand. 1 The 
du may be aſſur d that neither Grief 
nor Love will ever be the Death of 
any Perſon, fince neither the one nor the 
other have yet kilbd me; and that having 
been too Days without the Honour of ſee- 


ing you, I have ſome appearance of Life 
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remaining: If any thing cowd have made Wig! 
me reſolve upon a Diftante from you, twas tec 
the Belief I had that Death wou'd have ime 
been the only Conſequence, - and that ſo eſee 
great a Pain as that wou'd not ſuffer me duc 
long to have languiſhed : Notwithſtand. Wb lor 
ing, T find, beyond all my Hopes, that [MWg 
laſt much longer than I imagine; and M's * 
what ſoever Mortal Wounds [ have, I be. Wind 
lieve, my Soul cannot detach its ſelf from tere 
my Heart, becauſe it ſees your Image there: ud 
This is the only Pretence that I find not to Drea 
tax it with Cowardice, and the only Rea- Ile, 
fon that ſhou'd detain it ſo long in a Place, p. 
where its Sufferings are ſo great. From that M7 
Hour when you ſaw me dragg'd by four kat! 
Forſes, and tore in pieces at my Separs- Cone 
tion from you: I ſwear to you, that I have MW! 
not yer dryed my Eyes, and although they In tb 
can no longer diſtinguiſh Colours, or dif- {oil 
cern the Light, yet will they ſerve more ve 
faithfully than ever, in aſſiſting me to vou! 
Weep for your Abſence: Tormented and ke t. 
Languiſhing as I am, methinks I am left all I ore 
alone upon the Earth, or that I have been ) 
tranſported into that corner of the world, I lis 
where the Sun is not much oftner ſeen; than I "ith 
Comets here with us, and where the ſhort- er 
eſt Night is three Months long: But chat If © he 
Misfortune wou'd not be the worſt ci leaſt 
| = might 


4 s 
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night befal me, if this preſent Night of mine 
ated no longer; but I doubt if after ſo long 
ime T ſhall fee the Light again; Judge, 1 
xfeech you to what Extremity I am re- 
duc d, that being only at the Entrance of 

o long and melancholy a Night, I alreadỹx 
xegin to count the Hours, and every linger- 
ng Moment with Tmpatience. Oh! that 
midſt the Darkneſs that overwhelms me, 
there were at leaſt ſome Intervals of Repoſe, 
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n * p 
aud that I cowd ſometimes have pleaſing 
o MDrcams, but what ever my waking Dreams 


we, they are never ſo Extravagant as to 
propoſe to me any thing agreeable: and 


e 

t ry Thoughts are only reaſonable in this, 
tat they never promiſe me any good in this 
Condition; I believe that I may ſwear to 

e ou, that the moſt unfortunate Man this Day 
yu the World, is he who Honours you the 
{. Mnot; and it were impoſſible that I cou'd 
ce ve lived fo long, had I not hoped that it 
o Mould have ſoon diſpatched me : I plainly 

de that I have but fifteen Days more to de- 
ore your Abſence; and that my Life and 
n ny Misfortunes can endure. no longer: 


This Hope alone has made me ſuffer both, 
n With leſs Impatience; and I believe you 
t. ¶ de not diſpleas'd at it, ſince all that I ought 
it to hope, you are willing to indulge me; at 
t aſt 1 cannot explain the laſt Words yu 
It he 8 
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ſaid to me, more advantageouſly to my v. 
ſelf; and whatſoever way I take it, I cannot tig 


* 


ſee, what better I have ever to expect: M 


nevertheleſs, you, who are more diſcerning, I »ac 


and ſee much farther than I can, I beſeech of 
you tell me, if my Paſſion ought not to Za 


- havean Event more fortunate than this, and va- 


what might have become of me if I had o 


longer ſurviv'd it. juſt 
A 55 h 
9 — ine 
1 „ 5 viſt 
To Monſ. de Chaudebonne. ay 
By Thomas Cheek Eſq Cette! = Ravi 

| | 3 dt t 

1 Write to you in ſight of the Coaſt of me 

E Barbary : There is but a Channel be- it it 
tween us of about three Leagues over; tho r 


it is the Ocean, and the Mediterranean Sea Vhe 
together: You would be ſurprized to ſee a frar 


Man ſo far off, who takes ſo little Pleaſure ini s r 


Rambling, and who was in ſuch haſt to re: ¶ bro 


turn to you. But the Advice I receiv di they 
that this Seaſon was very improper for Na. com 


vigation, by reaſon of the great Calms, and} ind 
that I ſhould find it very difficult to Em- ble 


bark before September, has given me at once coul. 


an Inclination, and Leiſure to purſue this &lic 


Voyage, 


ö 
ed 
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Voyage, for I choſe rather to ſuffer the 


3 


„ada all that remains of the Magnificence 
hl of the Mooriſh King's El Albambra, the 
Zaccatin, and that famous Place the Vi 
rarambla, where I had formerly ima 
ſo many Tilts and Tournaments, I an 
juſt come to the Point of Gibraltar: From 


Ine a Frigot, I hope to paſs the Sreights; an 


it this time of the Year has ſeemed raſh to 
al the World: A4ndalonfia. has reconciled 


2 


no ſry not to have ſeen it in the only Place 


ea vhere it appears Beautiful. You'll think it 
ei ſrange, that 1 praiſe a Country, where it 
ines never Cold, and where Sugar - canes 
re- grow : But in Recompence, I can aſſure you, 
d they have ſuch Melons, that twere worth 


Na. coming four hundred Leagues to taſt them 3 
mal ind that Country, for which a whole Peo- 


m · ¶ de wander d fo long in the Wilderneſs, 
nceſ could not be, in my Opinion, much more 
this delicious than this is. I am attended here 


— — — > 
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o ſuffer the Fa. 
tigue of Travelling, than the Lazinels . of —_— | 
Madrid. So that after having ſeen at Gre-. 


whence, as ſoon as they ſhall have equippd 1 


viſit Ceuta, and coming back from thence, 
to take the Road of Cales, St. Lucar, = 


have not repented of this Enterprize, which 


me to all the reſt of Spain, and having paſsd 
t in ſo many other Parts, I ſhould be ſor. 


by 


= 14 
s 1; 
; 
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by Slaves, who are handſome enough to be 


o 


all ancient Greece has fought, and is no where 


fo be found in France, but in our Poets, is here 
no ſcarcer than the Olive-trees; and there is | 


not an Inhabitant of this countrywho has not 


more of them, than all the Cæſars. You may 


behold at one View the Mountains charg d 

with Snow, and Vallies cover'd with Fruit. 
They have Ice in 4ugu/t, and Grapes in Ja. 
guary Summer and Winter here are always 
mixt together, and when the Year is grown 
old in othef Countries, and whitens all the 
Earth, here it is ever green with Lawrels, 
Orange. trees and Mirtles. 1 confeſs, Sir, Len- 
deavour tomake it ſeem as beautiful to you as] 


can; and having complained to you formerly 


of the Ill T have met with in Spain, if I do not 
retract what I have ſaid, I think I'am obligd 
at leaſt; to repreſent to the beſt Advantage, 
whatever I find that's Good in it: In the 
mean time yowll wonder, that a Man, fo 
much a Libertine as I am, ſhould be in haſte 


to quit all this, ro go and find his Maſter. But 


Il ſwear ours is ſuch a One, that there can 
be no Pleaſure, that ought to be preferred to 
the Honour and Satisfaction of Serving him. 
Liberty, which is eſteemed the moſt charm- 
Rh ; _— ing 


my Miſtreſſes, and I may gather Palms, 
wherever I think fir, without the trouble and 
expence of a Victory. This Tree, for which 
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ing Thing in Nature, is not ſo deſirable as 
his Highneſs: You know how little I am 
inclined to Flattery; and one of the moſt 
remarkable Qualities which diſtinguiſhes 

my Lord, is that he cannot ſuffer it... But 

Wit muſt be acknowledged, that beſides the 
eminent Virtues which are owing to the 
Greatneſs of his Birth; his Affability, his 


good Nature, the Beauty and Vivacity f 
lis Wit, the Pleaſure he takes in hearing 
MW vitty Things, and the Grace with which 
„be ſpeaks them himſelf, are Qualities which 
Jaan hardly be found any where in that 

n Wl Eminent degree, as they appear in him; and 

e Wit it were only to ſee ſomething extraor- 

s, Wcinary, that I ramble about the World, 


vhat need I give my ſelf the trouble to go ſo 
ar, when I ſhould, do much better to keep 
year his Perſon. I examine every thing I ſee 
ot vith more Curioſity. than I naturally have, 
dat when the time ſerves I may give a ſa- 
e, Wiviactory Account to his Highneſs: And I 
he Win well aſſur'd that when T ſhall have once 
ſo g ad the Honour to diſcourſe with him about 
ſte Wiicſe Matters, he will know 'em ever af. 
ut er better than I do., The prodigious Me- 
an I mory of this Prince, has been a mighty Com- 
to Wort to me during my Abſence; for having 
m. ¶ ad the Honour to be in it ſome time ago, | 
m- Nom t queſtion but 1 have a place there till, 
ng <> 0 - - 
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becauſe I can hardly imagine, that I am fo 

unfortunate as to be the only thing he ever 
forgot. His Highneſs, who never forgot 
a Tribune nor an AÆdile, nor even a Le. 
Lionary Soldier, who has onee been named 

in Hiſtory, will not, I believe, forget one 
of his humble Servants; and the whole 
Globe being in his Imagination better re- 
preſented than in any Map, let me go never 
{0 far, I need not fear for that to go out of the 
Honour of his Remeinbrance. Nevertheleſs, 
I humbly intreat you, Sir, (you who with 
ſo much Goodnefs, procure me all ſorts of 
| Honours and Advantages). to find an op- 
portunity to tell my Lord, how much I de. 
ſire to have the Honour to kiſs his Hand; 
and the Prayers I make continually for a 
Life of fo great Conſequence to all Man- 
kind. If after this I defire any thing more 
of you, tis only that you would be pleaſed 
to take care that time ſhall diminiſh no part 
of what you have ſo liberally given me in| 
your Affection: But ſee, how far the Ex. 
ceſs of mine has carried me, that it make: 
me doubt the moſt generous Man a live 
You who know, Sir, that in all thoſe tha 
love much, there are always ſome Motions 
that are not conformable to Reaſon, , pardon, 
T beſeech you, this Fear, and conſider that | 


am m excuſable, being with ſo much Paſſion, 
ow, xe. 
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To 0 my Lady Wbefe. to wat * * 
* 0 at mich foe ſens bim. | 


— * 1-4 1 xx. 


he ſo. ncrſotly yours baſes, that i 


imagin d you ought to have 'believy 
there was no need of Preſents to ſecure me 
to you, nor that 


nlity has created in me ſome new Affe- 
tion for you; and if there had been yet 
iny thing in my Soul that was ſtragling 


from your Service, the Cat you ſent me 


has caught it, and now it is intirely your 
own. is certainly the moſt beautiful and 


jollieſt Cat that ere was ſeen : The greateſt Ui 
Beau · cat of Spain, is but a dirty Puſocom- _ = 


par'd to him; and Rominagrobis: himſelf, 
who you know, Madam, is. n of the 


Cats, has no/better a Mein, nor can $9 = 


ſell out his Intereſt; I can only ſay, that 
tis very. hard to-keep him in, and. that of 


a Cat brought up in Religion, he is the moſt | 
uneaſie to be con d to a Cloyſter. He 
an never fee” a Mindow open, but in- 
. 1 Vp = 


you ſhou'd have contriv'd 
to catch me like a Rat, with a Cat. Ho-. 
erer I muſt needs own, that your Libe- 
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| he had torn off one of my Hands in his 


© BT ; : 6 
208 BS * 


mediately he is ſor jumping out of it; he 
had ere this leap'd twenty times over the 
Walls, had he not been prevented; and 
there is no Secular Cat in Ohriſtendom that 
is more a Libertine, or more head - ſtrong 
than he. I am in hopes, however, that 
ſhall perſwade him to ſtay by the kind 
Entertainment I give him; for I treat 
him with nothing but good Cheeſe and 
Naples. Biskets; and perhaps (Madam) he 
was not ſo well treated by you: For I fancy 
the Ladies of don't ſuffer their Cats 
to go into their Cupboards, and that the 

Auſterity of the Convent won't afford 
em ſuch good Chear. He begins to grow 

tame already; Yeſterday I thought verily 
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wanton Addreſſes. Tis doubtleſs; one of 
the moſt playful Creatures in the World; 
there's neither Man, Woman nor Child, in 
my Lodging, that wears not ſome Mark 
of his Favour. But however lovely he 1s 
in his own Perſon, it ſhall always be for 
your ſake that I eſteem him; and I ſhall 
love him ſo well, for the Love I have for 
you, that I hope to give occaſion to alter 
the Proverb, and that hereafter it hall be 
ſaid, Who Loves me, Loves my Cat. It be- 
ſides this Preſent you will give me the Ra. 
ven that you promis d me; and if you — 
Ae a W --mll 
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end me the- little Dog in a Hand- basket 
one of theſe Days, you may as proudly ſay 
that you have given me all the forts of 
beaſts that I love, and ev'ry way obligd 
ne to be, all the 8 705 of my . 5 


Tours er. = 
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y WC ad 1 out of the famous | 
s Y Monſieur de Colletier, to Mada- 
0 | a. de Choux. | ; D | 


| By SirD. Quark, LY 8 
of Madam, „„ 2 8 How 


d; D 11 Id you ever ſee an Almanack i in your = 

Life 2 Voull fay this is an odd Que- 
rk ion. I-II give you the Reaſon then, why - 
Naked it: There's an odd fort of a Fellow 
ally pictur'd in it, Madam, with the 
all evil knows how-many Dartsin -his Body. 
for Nad what of him ꝰ cry you. Why Madam, 
ter W's only a Type of your humble Servant, 
be r that Son of a Whore Cupid has fo pink d 
be- e all over with his confounded Arrows, 
Ra- Wit, by my Troth, I look like—— let mee 
vill ink, like what; — —— like your Lo 5-2 

| * man 


Token, that 1 hiſs'd like a red-hot Horſe. 
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$ Voiturc's Familiar Letters.” 
Pin«cuſhion. ' But this is not all: Your 
Eyes had like to have proved more fatal 
to me than cupid and all his Roguery; for, 
Madam, While I was Star⸗gazing Cother 
Night at your Window, full of Fire and 
Flame (as we Lovers uſe to be) I dropt 
plumb into your Fiſh-pond, by the ſame 


ſhooe flung into a Smiths Trough. 'Twa 
a hundred Pound to a Peny, but I had been 
drown'd, for thoſe that came to my Aﬀiſt 
ance, left me to ſhift for my- ſelf, while they 

ſcrambled for boil'd Fiſn, that were a 
plentiful as Herrings at Roferdam. Some 
of my Fellow-ſuffgrers I caught, of wiel 

I intend to make an Offering to your Ladi 
| ſhip, as well as of, Madam ö 


Tur moſt devoted Slave, 
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piſt. 2. 
Trauſlated from the GREEK, by Mr. Bromn. 


Was a ſinging to my ſelf one of the 
neweſt Songs laſt Evening in the Pi- 
azza, when a very merry Adventure 


In the bloom of their Youth, and inferiour 


o the Graces in nothing but their Num- 


ber, came up to me, and the Elder of them, 
NNuith a Look that had nothing of the Air of 
Coquette in it, was pleas'd to greet me 

ter the following manner: 


® - 


o 


Aa 8 


befel me: Two pretty young Ladies 
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2 Alriſtænetus's Epiſtles. 
Whatever you may think of the matter, 74, 
Sir, you have made two Conqueſts t0 Qu 

Night by your Voice: Love has found all; 
way to our Souls thro? our Ears; we are 
both ſubdu'd by your Harmony, and have 

had a long Debate with our ſelves , foi 
Which of us you intended this Entertain HI 

ment. My 6wn Vanity made me believe 


it was meant for me; my Companion her con 
s poſitive A9 the Compliment way & et 
| ſigned for her. Thus not being able to de ; T 
cide the Controverſie among our ſelves 7». 
which had like to have engaged us in a Ci _ 
vil War, we both agreed. to have it deter m 
„ Tel.” EH oe Wc: 
Why, faith, Ladies, reply'd I, to them an 
you are both of you very Handſome ;, bull... 
the Duce take me it I am in love with «I, 
ther of you: therefore I wou'd adviſe you, 2 
as a Friend and a Plain- dealer, not to qu Abm 
rel about ſuch an inſignificant Fellow sn 
am, but to let all Actions of Hoſtility ccaſſi g., 
and live like good Neighbours, rogethe,1.;_ 
Not but that I believe I couꝰd be heartily! la ſh 
- Lovewith both; or either of you at any ng wW 
tber time, but at preſent my Heart is e was 
— and J am confident yo. ext 
have more Generoſity ard Juſtice than WM, ; 


uſurp the Property of another, or to take ¶ ift 
with the Leavings of Love. | 


| 
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1 Ariſtænetus s Epiſtles 8 3 DE ; | 
Ohl cry*d they, this is a downright Sam. | 
There is not oe handſome Woman in this 
Oo Quarter of the Town, yet you pretend to 
be in Love; *tis plain we have caught you 
In a Story, therefore you-ſhall ſwear that 
you love neither of us. 
I écou'd not but laugli Ar che Propoſal: 
Why, Ladies, ſaid I, every thing about 
ne is at your Service; but I have à tender 
Conſcience, and wow'd not willingly be 
That is as we would have it, ſaid one 
'em; we knew the Truth wouwd come 
ut one way or other, therefore-reſolve to 
tome along with us, for we won't loſe ſo 
air an Opportunity. With that both the 
Damoſels fell a tugging and hawling me for- 
ward; they pluckt one way, and I pluckt 
another ; but you know the Proverb, Two _ 
o one is odds xt Foot-ball; fo'T was forc'd to 
ubmit to my. Deſtiny, and-go along with 
em whither they were pleas'd to lead me. 
0 far the Story may be read or heard by 
the World, but what follows is a Secret: 
la ſhort, not to ſet your Mouth a Water- 
ng with a Deſcription of every Particular, 
was carried to a Room, where we made 
n extemporary Bed of Chairs and Stools; 
b ingenious is Love when it is put to its 
"Wits. The two good natur'd Nymphs 
0 8 a Were 
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ws ill Demon certainly ow d me a 


other Husbands, as in Duty bound, ſolace 
ro for my Client Sir John and if! 


not what unintelligible Stuff to himſe 
Since he has not Aſſets enough, as far as 


* 


were not diſappointed ; and your humble II * 
Servant went off well ſatisfied with his good N 
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Glycera to Philinna. 


Spite, (by the ſame Token he more 
than got out of my Debt) when I was 
ſeduced to marry this dull Flegmatick Law- 
yer of mine; for I'll tell you after what a 

orrid rate he uſes me: Every Night, when 


their poor Wives a Bed, my Man of Law 
ſits up, pretending he has a Conveyance to 
draw for my Lord ——and then, fays he, 
Pm to make a Speech in the Court to Mor 


have it not by heart, there will be the Devi 
and all to do; with that he walks about the 
Room in a meditating Poſture, to make me 
believe he is in earneſt, mumbling I knox 


can perceive, to diſcharge the Debt of Ma 
trimony, why ſhould he marry, I wonde 
_ 5 25 . 5 ; 5 Ge 5 : T3 tc 
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to inflame his Reckoning? Why ſhou'd a 
Man that doth. not want a Wife to humble 
his Conſtitution, pretend to Monopolize a 
young Virgin 0 nme eſpecially when he 

wants either Will or Ability to do her Ju- 
tice? Did he chuſe to make me his Spouſe, 
only to deafen me with impertinent Stories 
of Executions, Anſwers, Ejectments, and 
impertinent Decrees? Did he think I coud 
ever prove ſuch a ſupple Slave, as to fit uß 
all Night to hear him? Since I find he puts 
my Bed- chamber to no other uſe, than to 
prophane it with naſty Petty-fogging, I 
am reſolv'd for the future to have a ſeparate 
Bed by my Self: If this won't reform him, 
but he ſtill continues an incorrigible Sot, 
drudging in other Peoples Buſineſs, and 
neglecting mine, I am reſolvꝰd to give him 
a Rowland for his Oliver, and to ſpeak to 
ſome more able Council to manage my 
Law-caſe. This I hope is enough to make 
you comprehend my Meaning: you are a 
ſenſible Woman, experienc'd in theſe Af. 
firs, and therefore a Hint is ſufficient. 
Conſider then, my dear Friend, and tell 
me how I muſt play this Game. You are 

a Woman, and underſtand the Neceſſities 
of our Sex, and tho? I have not nam*d my 
Diſcaſe to you in down-right Terms, (for 
my Modeſty wou'd not give me leave to 
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1 40 lache 9 1 ret ſince you know the Nature o 
it, 1 hope! you'll he my 1 ö 
5 ſcribe, me 4 Remedy 

1 think, that you, Wild are my near Rela. 
tion, and beſides have. a good. Talent at 
| Compoſing of Differences, ſhou'd ſand 


ing a thundring Fiſh out of the Water, ſo 
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treſs, and pre: 
Tis but Fealbrate 


my Friend at this Juncture: Beſides, as 


you had 4 great hand in making this Wick. 


ed Match, you are, obliged; in. Honour, to 
take it fupportable' to me. But above 0 
it will be requiſite to be very ſecret, 
ſhou'd my litigious Blade come to hear hh 
J apply my ſelf to other Council, he might 
reject me for good and all, and ſo what J 
get in the Hundred, [ muſt 2 to of 
in the County. 
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Cyrion to o Didtys. n 
Ont of the ſame, Epiſt. 7. Lib. ES 


VIItracted between Joy and Grief, 1 

write the following Lines to you: 
"Yeſterday I was at my old Recreation of 
' Fifhing by the Sea-ſide, and as I was draw- 


very large that it made my Rod crack a- 
gain, behold there comes to up mea pr ett 


ws 44 | | Da- 
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Damdſel, with, a lovely mikture of Roſes 


Cedar that likes the Ground it grows in. 


Day, Fortune] favours me in both Elements, 
and now I am like to 
Land than I drew juſt no out of the Wa- 
ter: Honeſt Friend; cries ſhe, I conjure y« 
by Neptune, to look after my Cloaths a little, 
while I waſh my ſelf in the Sea. 
queſt, you may imagine, was not unwel- 
come to me, . becauſe it wouw'd give me an 
Opportunity to ſee ſomething. She had no 
ſooner thrown off her Rig 27 but, good 
Heavens! there was a fi; Ki 

ſpoiled the moſt Virtaou Reſolutions of the 


ſevereſt Philoſopher : From between her 


Hair, which was of a lovely Black, and 
low'd down her! Shoulders in great Quanti- 
ty, I diſcover*d a pair of Roſie Checks, and 
an Ivory” Neck, that wholly poſſeſt me with 
Admiration and Surpriſe: both theſe Co- 
WH ours were in the higheſt perfection, but 
I they deriv'd no little agreement from the 
u: neighbourhood of the Black. Toreturnto 
of our Nymph, ſhe had no ſooner undreſs'd, 


The Sea was as ſmooth as a Bowling- green, 
a- and when ſhe appeared above the Water, 


tty ad I not {een bo before, [ durſt have ſworn | 


ſhe 


8 


and Lilies in her Cheeks, tall and ſtraight as 
get a better Prize at Z 


This Rs: | 


t enough to have 


W- but ſhe plung'd foremoſt into the Waves. 
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Thought I to my ſelf, Im a lucky Dog to 55 
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ſhe had been one of the Nerezds, of whom 
the Poets tell us ſo many Stories. When. 
ſhe had waſhed. as, long as ſhe thought 
tt, out ſhe came; and from ſuch a ſight as 
this, our Painters, L ſuppoſe, were inſtruct. 
ed how, to draw. Yen riſing out of the Sea, 
I immediately ran to my lovely Damoſel to 
deliver her her Cloaths, and when ſhe was 
ſo near me, couꝰd not forbear to touch her 
Bubbies, and ſo forth. But to fee what ill 
Fate attends me! The young Gipſie bluſſd 
and frown'd at me: But even her very An- 
ger became her; it gave a freſu Luſtre to 
her Beauty, and her Eyes darted Lightning 
at me. Then in her Indignation ſhe broke 
my Rod, flung my Fiſh into the Sea, and 
ran away from me, as faſt as her Legs would 
carry her. Imagine in what a Confuſion ſhe 
left me. I lamented the loſs of what I had 
taken with fo much Pains; but the loſs of 
her, whom J had as it were in my Hands, 
afflicted me infinitely more. This Difap- 
pointment, in ſhort, ſo mortifies me, that 
I dare no longer truſt my ſelf with the cruel 
Idea of it. 1 
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Philochorus 70 Polyznus. Is 


Oc of the ſme, Epiſt. 4. Lib. 1. 


Aſt Week Hippias and I were taking 

a turn in the Park, when on a ſudden. - 
he thus accoſted me: Friend, ſays lie, prithee 
mind that Lady yonder that leans upon her 


Maid's Arm. How tall! how ſtraight ! ho 


well- featur'd ſhe is! By Heavens, She's a 
Miracle of a Woman: Let us e' en croſs 
the Walk and accoſt her. Why, replied 
[to him, you're mad I think: Unleſs 1 


am miſtaken in her Outſide, ſhe's a Wo- 


man of Vertue, and conſequently no Game 
tor ſuch as you and I: But if you reſolve 
to proceed, let us view her a little more di- 
ſtinctly before we board her, for I love to 
look about me before I leap. My Compa- 

nion fell a Laughing, as if he had been di- 
ſtracted, and ſtriking me gently on the 
Shoulder, Thou'rt a Novice, ſaid he, I find 
in theſe Affairs. Take it from me, all tha 

Women in the World are made of ſinful 
Materials. One may have more Hypocriſie 


than another, but if you put it home to her, 


I'll engage you'll find her made of true Fleſh 
and Blood, But alaſs, you are a perfect 
ee 
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ſhe plays with her Necklace, how lily 
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10 Ariſtznetus's Epiſtles. 
Stranger to the Town-intrigues, otherwiſe | 
how cou'd you imagine that any Woman 


of Honour Wou'd be walking here at this 
time of the Day, and dart her Glances ſo art- 
fully on all ſne meets? Prithee obſerve how 


fhe ſteals her pretty Hand out of her Glove 
and as if fhe went to reform ſome Dif 


order in her Dreſs, how dexterouſly: ſhe 
diſcovers her Breaſts? From theſe and a 
thouſand other Indications I conclude that 
this Lady won't let a Man figh at her Feet 
in vain: but what is more convincing, I 


now tipt the Wink at her, and ſhe as kindly; 
return'd it; therefore let us go and board 
the Veſſel, for. I dare ingage ſhe'll make no 
Reſiſfance. He had no ſooner ſpoke theſe 


| Words, but he makes directly to the Prize 
above mentioned, and finding a fit Oppor- 
tunity, he thus made his Addreſſes to her: 
I ſwear by your Beauty, the moſt ſacred 


Oath to me that can he, you have made 


your ſelf in a Moment the abſolute Sove- 


raign of my Heart; and if you pleaſe to or- 


der that Eves- dropping Maid of yours, to 


retire to ſome diſtance, I have ſomething 
to communicate to you, which perhaps 
you will not be diſpleasꝰd to hear. She ac- 
cordingly commanded her Attendant to file 
oft, when the other in this manner W 
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his Diſchurſe } J "As I know that. Love i 18 no Ty 
Camelion to live upon Air, Tam not ſo un- 
reaſonable as to demand any Favours of you 
gratis: And, on the other hand, Madam, 1 


am ſure you are too conſcientious to put too 
high a Price on em. Gold, you know, may 


be too dearly bought; but 1 hope you'll . 
comply with the running Market-Price; I 1 


have Madam, two things to plead for me, 5 


Vigour and Wealth, but I wow'd by my 


good Will husband both of 'em ſo, as to 
make dem hold out: Come give me your 
Anſwer. The Lady's Eyes ſufficiently de- 


clar'd the Conſent of her Heart; ſhe ſtod 


ſtill and bluſpd, and ſuch a beautiful 
ſtreak?d her Checks, as We find in the E 
vens when the Sun is juſt a ſetting, When 
my Friend found the Bargain was now as 
good as ſtruck; he turn'd about tome; And 
what do you think 1 now of my Skill in theſe 
Affairs? you; would have diſfwaded me 
forſooth, from this Expedition, but now 
you ſee how I have ſucceeded; for, at the 
expence of a fe Words and a little Time 
I have brought the Nymph to ſurrender. 
You alas! are ſuch a Heretick, as to believe 
there are Women in the World above Flat- 
ery, Corruption and Bribery, but you are 
in a damn'd Miſtake; follow me, and It 
ſhow you, ſome Sport: byt 1 in the "mean 
2 time 
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Ariſtænetus 's Epiſtles, 


Garriſon ſo ſtrong, and no Woman ſo ob. 
ſtinately vertuous, but by one Practice or 
other, both may be brought to take a new 
— ß 7-5 obs. 


*— _—__—— SS. 
HR 


. 
"S . ; . 
A — - - — — . — : 
: N 1 * 1 * a 
; x 8 a 


Lamprias o Philippides. 

Out of the ſame, Epiſt. 16. Lib. i. 5 
ov remember me troubld with all 
the Symptoms of Love, and deſire to 


know how I got cur'd of it; I us'd to en- 
tertain my Paſſion in the Fields and ſolitary 


Groves , Which inſtead of abating , grew 


every Day fiercer, and raged more violently 


* 


in my Breaſt, As I walled by the purling 


Streams, May Cupid, ſaid I, and his Mo- 


ther, (for they, and only they, know what 


Torments I languiſh under) give me Cou- 


rage enough to make a Declaration of my 


Paſſion, which hitherto J have ftifPd wi 


in me. As Love has transfixt with his Darts 
this tender Breaſt of mine, ſo I hope he wil 


in the fame manner, treat the fair Inſen- 
ſible, who has given me ſo many cruel In- 


quietudes. One Day it happened 175 
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[ had amuſed my ſelf with theſe Contem- 
plations in the Woods, I found 1 had Re- 
ſolution enough to venture an Interview 
with my Miſtreſs. I went accordingly to 
her Houſe, and had a long Converfation 
with her, wherein I found the Beauties of 
her Mind, to be not at all inferior to thoſe .. - 
of her Face: Her Looks wore all the be- 
witching Marks of the moſt agreeable In- 
nocence ; I admir'd her Hand, the whiteſt 
and ſofteſt-in the World: I viewed with 
acred Horror, thoſe killing Eyes, that pe- 
netrate quicker and deeper than Lightning. 
To compleat my Ruin, ſhe ſhow'd me a 


if 


+2 


delicious pair of Breaſts as it were by acci- 
dent, on Which the God of love himſelf, 
wou'd be proud to recline his Head. All 
this while my Tongue was tied with a re- 
ligious Awe, and I had not Aſſurance 
enough to acquaint her with my Pain. 
However, I was very intent on my mental 
Devotion, and pray'd to Capid, that ſince 
he knew my Imbecillity ſo well (which 1 
wholly imputed to himſelf) he would ſo 
effectually touch my Miſtreſs's Heart that 
ſhe of her own accord, ſhould own her Af. 
fection for me. I had no ſooner concluded 
theſe pious Ejaculations, but I found the 
God had heard my Prayers; for my Mi- 
refs, who looked ſo Coy and Demure at 


my 
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my firſt coming into the Room, on the ſud. 
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den, ſmiled very gracioully, upon me, and 
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no longer able to conceal the Vehemence 


” 


: 
. 


of her Deſires, ſhe impreſt ſo warm a Ri 
on my Lips, that I was in gogd hopes, the 


Seal wou'd never have parted from the 


Beine FFP 1 Thi lok Vf 7 
Wax: All the Sweets of Arabia the Happy, 


all the fragrant Odours of the Eaſtern 


* 
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World, all the bloczaing Beauties of the 
Spring, and the Wealth of Summer: In 
ſhort, all the Incenſe that is offer'd on the 
Altars of our Gods, comes infinitely ſhort 
of the natural Sweetneſs of her Breath. But 
here I will ſtop my Narration, for what 

need I trouble my {elf to ſend every Parti- 
cular to you, who. are old enough to ima. 

gine 'em of your ſelf. Only this T will add, 


That we ſtrove all Night long, which of 


| ts e ee their Love in the ves 
Emphatical Manner; and that, that ſawcy 


Intruder, ſleep found us too well employ'd 


i ? 7 


to offer to interrupt us. 
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us s Epiſtles, | 


gently queez d me by the Hand; and then 
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hib to | Eunuſis 9 55 
Our of the ſane, brit. 14. Lib. 135 


H 1 N to let you Kid chat we 
I are not ſo bewitched to Muſick as 
you imagine, and that the beſt Lute and 
Guitarre in the World will make but little 
progreſs, unleſs it comes attended with the 
more powerful Harmony of Money. Why 
then do you give your ſelf and me the unne- 
ceſſary trouble of ſo many Serenades? Wh 
muſt you imploy your Hands to ſhew the 
Paſſion of your Heart? Why dogou perſe- 
cute me with Four Sonnets, and ling e 
my Windows? | 


Since Beauty C fs do B A 
And tis a Shame to be a Maid; 
Let not Love's Flec ures be ald. 


You are old enough, one wou'd think, to 
know that Money atones for all Defecis | 
Wl vich us Women, and that Beauty and Vi- 

WW four have no Merit with us, if they have 
no Gold to recommend em: But you thin 
me an eaſy, fooliſh, good-natur'd Crea⸗ 

jo: fre, who am to be impoſed on by any 

jc vheedling Stories. You fancy'd, I ſop- 
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cent Hearts, 


— 


poſe, that I never had been initiated in the 
Myſteries of our Profeſſion y and that 1 
. . wou'd immediately ſurrender to you; upon 
the firſt ſtroak of your Violin, and the firſt 
touch of the Lute ; but to undeceive you, 
know that I was bred up under the moſt 
experienc'd Miſtreſs of her time; who 
formed my tender Mind with wholſom 
Precepts; telling me, that nothing under the 
Sun was ſincere or deſirable hut Money; 
and teaching me to deſpiſe every thing but 
that. Under her Inſtructions, and by her 
virtuous Example, I have profited ſo much, 
that I now meaſure Love, not by van 
empty Compliments, that ſignify nothing, 
but by the Preſents that are made me, 
. and by the Almighty Rhetorick of Gold, 
which will ſtand my Friend, when a thou: | 
ſand ſuch fluttering Weather-cocks as you 
have leſt me in the Lurch _ e 
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Terpſion to Polycles. 575 ©] 

Out of the ſame , Epiſt. 7. Lib. 2. 
ro convince you how inſenſibly Love 
2 | gets Admiſſion into the moſt inno- 


be pleaſed to read over the 
%%% „ 


2 
r Ee rp punmao_—_ te 


* 4 N TEES 
. n ITS 
2 


Alriſtænetus s Zpifiles. 17 Ml 
following Story: A young Country Girl, Wl 
fell deſperately in Love with her Miſtreſs's Ii 
Gallant, and took Fire herſelf, while ſhe ' IM 
contributed to ext inguiſh that of others. ü 
Being obliged to keep Watch upon the 
Stairs, leſt the Lovers ſhou'd be ſurpriz?d, 
ſhe cou'd not but often hear their Murs 8 x; 
muring and Sighing : She ſaw em too 
folded in one anothers Embraces, perform- 
ing the Ceremony of Love; and thus 
through the Eyes and Ears of this tenden 
Girl, the God of Love, with his Torch 
and Arrows plung'd himſelf over Head 
aid Ears in her panting Breaſt. She be- 
8 Wl vailed the Unhappineſs of her Condition, 
„Ind accus'd her Deſtiny for giving her a 
1, Mind Tuſceptible of the moſt tender Im- 
u- preſſions, yet, denying her the Means to 
du ſatisfy them: Why ſhou'd not I, faid ſhe, 
_ Wparticipate Pleaſure with my Miſtreſs, 
ince T have a Soul as ſenſible as hers? 
Why ſhow'd Love, that tramples over all 
_ WDitintions of Rank and Quality, ſhew 
\ Wimfelt faint hearted only in my Quarrel ? 
bot ſhe did not long afflict herſelf with _ 
theſe unprofitable Complaints: Venus wowd 
Wict raſter her to loſe the Time in lazy _. 9 
oe Wiſhes, for being ſent one Afternoon to: # ... 8 
no- ovite the Gallant to her Miſtreſs's Lodgs sg _ 
the Wigs, without any farther Preamble or Pre- 
Vs! PFF 
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their Mouths, but their uninterrupted 
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face, fhe accoſted him in this manner: Sir, 
ſaid ſhe, I believe you to be a Gentleman, and WY anc 
willing to eaſe the Longing of a young Virgin: i poc 
If my Face will go down with you, that, and if tho 
the. reſt of my Body are at your Service. Jou ¶ the 
know well enough what it is to Love, and 
therefore will have Compaſſion, I hope, on one 
that languiſhes under that Diſtemper. The 
Gentleman without farther ado, took her 
at her word, and was ſo courteous as to 
play the Prieſt, ſince ſhe was ſo willing to 
ug the Sacrifice. He ſoon eaſed her of 
that Burden ſhe complain'd of, and own'd 
that he ne'er received more pleaſure in his 
Life. The Kiſſes of married Women are 

generally infipid ; the Kiſſes of mercenary 
Harlots are fallacious and .deceitful ; but 
thoſe of an innocent, uninſtructed Virgin 
are ſincere, aid conſequently the moſt de- 
licious. Our Lovers had like to have 
fainted away under the Violence of their 
Agitation ; their Souls kept hovering about 


Kiſſes denied them a Paſſage : While the 


golden Minutes paſs'd away in theſe Tra- 0 
ſports, the Miſtreſs, who was ſeized with I fil 
a Fit of Jealouſy to ſee them ſtay ſo long, 1 
ſtole ſoftly into the Room, and furpri-W Lo 
zed them in very criminal Circumſtances. . 
24 


The unhappy Maid found the firſt Eee 
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poor Wench intreated her to conſider, that 
tho? her ill Stars had ſent her a Slave into 


the World, which was none of her Fault, 
ſhe had as ſtrong Inclinations as the beſt 


of her Sex: that Love was an Imperious 
Deity ; and when he had once got En- 
trance into a Heart, wou'd not throw up 
his Poſſeſſion, as ſhe her ſelf cou'd not but 
know by Experience. Wherefore, Madam, 
fys ſhe, in conſideration of Love, who is 
our common Maſter, and whoſe Yoak both. 


of us carry, be pleaſed to forgive this In- 


diſcretion in me: which, after the worſt 
Gloſs you can put upon it, was only the 
Effect of a fooliſh Curioſity, from which 
the beſt of Women are not exempt. Theſe. 


Complaints fo innocently deliver'd, ſoon 


peas'd her Miſtreſs. Fury, who, taking = 


her Gallant by the Hand, thus rallied him; 
find, crys ſhe, 
ſome People, wha had rather gather ſour 


Grapes, than ſtay till they are Ripe, What 


do make You fo fe ooliſhly triſle your time with 
t lilly raw Baggage, that is 7 

m how to perform her part in the Chorus o 
Love, that ſhe does not yet underſtand how to 


ede her Kiſſes aright. A Virgin is dull and : 


e, and unacquainted with the true Ma- 


Bb d e, 


Ariſtænetus s Epiſtles. 19 
of her Indignation,. whom ſhe thump̃d 
and beat, and dragg d by the Hair, but the, 


0 far from know- 
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o are of the Humour of | 
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; N of a Paſſion; whereas ſuch a We | 
man, as 1 am, that has tried many 4 Fall with 
many 4 Man in her time, needs not the In- 
ſtructions of any one, bat ; gives the utmoſt Sa. 

rigfaction: Is ſbort, a Woman gives, but a 
Virgin only receives * iſſes, which makes a ſen- 
f ble Difference between them „And this, con. 
tinued ſhe to her Spark, you know well e. 
nongh; but, if you want to have your Memory 
refreſbd, come to me to Nig ht, and 1 wil 
male you own ] am in the right. 1 
W bat happen'd upon this, I can't tell | 
neither am I curious to know, becauſe al 
Men affect to Govern themſelves by their 


own peculiar Palates, but cſpecially | in the 
Buſineſs of Love. 
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4 Letter of Gatlin y, from- a zung 
Gentleman, to bis Perjured Mi- 


ſtreſs. 
Ont of the ſane, pf, 9. Lib, 2. 


F you confider, Madam, what ill Treat: 
ment I have had from your Hands, you 

are in the right on't to believe that 1 hate 

you moſt mortally ; ; ed 5 if you "a 
5 . W 
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 Ariſtanetus's Epiſtles. 21 
what an abſolute Empire your Beauty las 
gain'd over my Soul, you can't but be ſen- 
ible that it is impoſſible for me to harbour 
the leaſt injurious Thought of you. 10 
convince you how far I intereſt my (elf in 
every thing that concerns you, I {wear to 
you by that adorable Face, which hath _ 
made fo perfect a Conqueſt of me, That 


/ WF 0<xt to the Grief of loſing you; I am in the 
next place concern'd to think what Pumſh- © 


ments Heaven has in ſtore for you, for af- 
fronting it by ſo open, ſo bare-fac'd a Per- 
jury. Love has ſo effectually fifPd all Re- 
ſentments within me, that I dare not en-„— 
tertain the leaſt diſadvantageous Wiſhes > 
againſt you, But tho? Lam ready to for- 
give you, Jam afraid leaſt the Powers a- 
bove ſhow'd call you to an account for vio- 
lating their Majeſty by a Crime ſo. pro- 
voking. If the thing wholly depended on 
me, you might fafely ſtare Heaven in tze i 
Face, after you have ſo often called down » _ Wl 
its Vengeance on your Head; but my Fear ü 
is, (and my Concern for you, obliges me - i 
to tell you ſo much) that the Gods will 
not be ſo ready to pardon you, as I have 
t- W been; and any Misfortune of yours wou'd 
u efflict me more, than to find my ſelf neg- 
te lected and forgotten by you. I impute my 
t Miſeries to Deſtiny, not to you, (you ſee _ it 
' Bb 4* © __ - Madam, - 
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Madam, I would rather judge injuriouſſy 
of Heaven than af your ſelf) and I will 
never ceaſe to pray, that Juſtice it ſelf may 
be blind, that ſo you may eſcape the Pu- 
niſhment you deſerye, rather than thoſe 


bright Eyes ſhould ſuffer any thing, tho“ 


they have caus'd my Ruin. Nay, if it 
ſhould be your: chance to- treſpaſs once 


more, and offend Heaven again, I hope it 


will have a due Regard. to the Weakneſs 
of your Youth. I am content to facrifice 


my Pretenſions to you; I, who: word 


ſooner part with the Indies than your ſelf, 
provided that you be no Sufferer. Fare- 
wel charming Creature, ſarewel; and may 


Fate be as indulgent to you, as I have 
been: Show me now if you can, a Lover 


like me, who after ſuch cruel' Uſage ever 
writ ſo humble a Letten. 
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Abrocomas 70 his dear Delphi. 


Out of the ſame, Epiſt. 21. Lib. 2. 


17 Ou'll be angry perhaps at the frank 


I Confeſſion, I am going to make to 


you. I examinc with curious Eyes all the 


— 


Ariſtænetus s Epiſtles. 2 ö 
Women I ſee, I go to all the places of pub- 
lick Reſort, and no Female eſcapes me; 
pray, Madam, don't think I do this to car- 
ry on any Intrigue with em (for T woud 
not have you put ſo unjuſt a Conſtruction: 
upon my Expreſſions) tis only to ſee how 
much your Beauty ſurpaſſes theirs, and to 


be able to do the more Juſtice to your Me- 
us. Yes, Madam, by Capid I ſwear it, 
who never had a devouter Votary than 
my (elf, you ſurpaſs the reſt of your Sex in 
| WW Dreſs, Beauty, and all other Agreements: 

 W four Charms are fo conſpicuous and ſhin- 


ng, that they need no Artifice to ſet em 
0: a natural Red adorns your Cheeks; 
neither do you lye under any neceſſity to 
oad your Head with that cumberſome At- 
tire, other Women take a Pride in. Vou 
have the lovelieſt Hair in the Univerſe ; 
Who can behold ſo black a pair of Eye- 
brows, in ſo fair and white a Forehead, 
and not own himſelf your Slave? I dare 
dot truſt my Invention, as fertile as it is, 
with venturing ppon more Particulars, In -. 
hort, Madam, all the Perfections of your 
dex center in you; and your Empire is never 

b fate, as when you appear amongſt our 
k wmoſt celebrated Beauties, Your ſight alone, 
o ss it creates our Aſtoniſhment, ſo it com- 
e wands our Love; and to make a new Tri- ' © 
r | umph, _ 
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24 ' Ariſtznetus's Fpiftles. 
umph, you need only appear to a- new Be- 
holder. Since 17 4 Life is intirely wrapt I yo 
up in yours, I with you may live long and I th 
happy. All my Inclinations, all my Hopes cor 
and Thoughts terminate in you; and I 
earneſtly beg of Heaven, that I may al- 
ways continue in this Opinion. Enjoy that 
Conqueſt therefore which Nature has 
given you, and I will everlaſtingly carry 
Love's Golden Dart in my Breaſt. Nei- 
ther do you endeavour to pluck it out, for 
beſides that, you are not able to do it, I 
don't defire to part with it, for I take plea- 

| ſure in nothing ſo much as in my-Paſſon, 
May it always be the Scope of my whole 
Life to love De/phixs, and may it be my 
Fate to be beloved by her, to be ſubdued 
by her Beauty, and charm d by her Con- 
verſation. W OT Ib 


——— 


Occanius zo Ariſtobulus.. 

Oar of the ſame, Epiſt. 20. Lib. 2. 15 

Ou deſire to know what Progreſs our 

8 Friend Damon has made in the Af. 
* _ fections of his Miſtreſs, whom he m_ ſo 
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fays he, take compaſſion on my Youth ? 
Will you not pity one that dies every Mo- 


ment for you? Show at leaſt ſome Ten- 
derneſs to the Man, who never was con- 


querd by any Beauty but yours? But ſhe 


return d him a Compliment, as cold as if 
it had come out of the midſt of -I artary : 
Leave perſecuting me, ſays ſhe, with idle 
Stories of your Paſſion, with your preten- 
ded Darts, and your Romantick Flames, 


when he found himſelf thus lighted, and 
5 Anger on theſe Occaſions generally ſuc- 
ceeds to Love, he ſaid the moſt reproach- 
ful bitter things to her, that his Indignati- 
on cou'd inſpire him with. When his Fu- 


ry had ſpent it ſelf, ear upon him with 


a ſcornful Air, T know, ſays ſhe, how to 
puniſh the Inſolences of your Tongue: 
All your Sex are perfidious and falſe; You 
devour us, nay, you devour one another, 


The moſt favage Beaſts in the Woods, un- 


leſs compelbd by Hunger, ſeldom attack 
the Travellers, but when they are taken 


. 
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= Ariſtznctus's ipiſtles, 28 
long beſieg d, and Tam forry I cannot fend + 
you ſo good News as I cou'd wiſh: He 
threw himſelf down at her Feet, and in the 
common {train of Lovers; will you not, 


for you do but loſe your Time and Labour. 
The Youth was reduc'd to the laſt Deſpair, + 


by you, and have been debauct'd with a 
„ Domeſtic 
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26 Ariſtznetus's Epiſtles.” * 


Domeſtic Education, they prove erranter 
Brutes than any in the Foreſt ; to be ſhort 
with you, your Perjury and Inconſtance 


teach us to lay aſide all pity, and treat you 
as you deſerve: for in the firſt Ardors of 
your Love, you can lie all Night at our 
Threſholds on the bare Ground; you can 
ſay the moſt ſubmiſſive things in the 


World; you can whine and cry, and make. 


Go ddeſſes of us; you have Oaths perpetu- 


ally at command, and with thoſe Counters 


you deceive us; but no ſooner have we 
granted the laſt Favours to you, but you 
grow inſolent and hanghty ; you make us 
the Subject of your. ill-manner'd Mirth, 
and you diſdainfully reject her, whom the 


day before you adored like a Divinity. You 
are all Atheiſts as to Love, and pretend 


that Jupiter has other Buſineſs on his 


Hands, than to trouble himſelf about the 


Qarths of Lovers. 


Thus the Lady diſcarded the unfortunate 
Lyco; and, as partial as I am to my Friend, 


I cannot but own there is a great deal of 


Truth in her Invective. 


Alriſtænetuss Epiſtles, 27 
Chryſis to Myrna. 
Dai of the Jade, Epiſt. 15. Lib. 14 Ws 


Od and I, my deareſt Mrina, have 
long languiſh'd under the Tyranny of 
Cæpid, who is the moſt Fantaſtical of all the 
Deities. You are in Love with my Husband, 
and tis my unhappy Deſtiny, (But who 
can reſiſt the God who commands. all the - 
reſt ?) to doat on your Page. What Expe- 
dient will Love, who uſes to be no Block- 
head when he is put to his ſhifts, what Ex- 
pedient, IJ fay, will Love find out to put 

an end to our preſent Sufferings ? You know 
Iam a conſtant Woman at Prayers, and 
fa Woman ever prays for. any thing in 
good earneft, you likewiſe know, tis when 
ſhe prays for a kind. Gallant. Now to be 
plain with you, I put up a fervent Petition 

to Heaven this Morning, that it woud 
furniſh'a Remedy for both our Paſſions ; 
when immediately the following Thought 
ame into my Head: T wont be poſitive, 

as our Priefts generally are, that this 
Whimſie of mine is of Heaven's infpiring ; 

but it ſeems ſo eaſie, ſo pretty, and fo fea- + 
ble, that J am reſolv'd with your help to 


7 


7 Bog 
4 1 


** 
o 1 — . 
4 2 
k 
- "+ * 
0 ; | \ 
* o 


The Stratagem in ſhort is this: Do you 


F 


pretend to be very angry with your Page, 


upon what Occaſion you think moſt proper, 
whether for tearing your Fan, beating your 
Squirrel, or ſo forth, but be ſure to turn him 
out of your Houſe. The better to colour this 
Buſineſs, I will give you leave to ſtrike him 
a Blow or two, but J article before-hand 
with you, that you ſha' nt hurt him. Upon 
this I know he will immediately run to 
me, as being your greateſt Acquaintance, 
and I will take care to diſpatch my Hus- 
band on an Errand to you, under pretence of 
interceding for the Boy, that you wou d be 


ſo kind as to take him into your Service a- 


gain. By this Means both of us will have 
à fair Opportunity to ſatisfie our Longines, 
which, for = part, I will ſee punctually 
;  perform'd, unleſs your Page is a very igno- 

rant Devil indeed; and I ſuppoſe you will 
not be wanting to your ſelf, But, my dear 
Mina, remember to ne my Husband 
with you as long as you can, for that you 
know will be for our mutual Intereſt, I 
can tell you before-hand, that you will not 
be diſappointed in my Spark; I that have 
Jo often experienc'd .how well he per- 
forms upon Duty, am ſatisfi d hell out- 
do a Heroe, when Wickedneſs ſpurs bim 
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Oat of the ſame , Epiſt. 9. Lib. 1. 


O ſee now what cunning Gipſies theſe ._ 

Women are! T*other Day a certain 
Woman of my Acquaintance, walking in 
he Market-place with her Husband by her 
ide, and a Train of Servants at her heels, 
aw a Gallant pf hers at ſome diſtance off, 
with whom ſhe uſed to be familiar. She 
had a mighty longing to whiſper ſomething 
n his Ear, and if poſſible to ſteal a Kils 
rom him before her Husband's Face; ſo to 
ſing the matter about, ſhe pretends to 
ve all upon her Knee, and her Gallant, who as 
rs, Wi ſeem'd, underſtood her Deſign, charita- 
ly dy lent her his Hand to help her up: Then 
o- Miown ſhe tumbles again, and our Gentle- 
il nan was forcęd the ſecond time to give her 
ar Is Aſſiſtance. Oh! my poor wife, cries 
nd he Cuckold, in a ſtrange Conſternation, 
ou hope thou haſt not hurt thy ſelf. Trou- 
I bed with ſuch cruel Fits, cry'd ſhe; and 
not Iten ſhe made the third Stumble. The 
we ballant on one fide, and the Husband 
er- Nen the other did what in em lay to ſet her 
n her Legs again, but as her Fits ſtill in- 
geaſt, the Husband, with the help of the 
ind Gentleman, was obliged to carry her 
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do the next Tavern: The Gallant chafec 
her Hand, and rubb'd her Face; -and all the 
While the Fellow thank'd him for the great — 
Pains he took with his Wife: but findins 


Stairs like Lightning to fetch a Phyſician 
olf his Acquaintance to her, not daring to 

truſt his Servants with ſo important a Me 
ſage. In the mean time, our Lovers were 
not wanting to adminiſter mutual Conſo 
lation to each other: So by that time the 
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think I can ever do too mudh for her. 1 


helping her. In ſhort they drank a loving 
Glaſs together; the Wife pretended ſhe wa 
twenty per Cent. better than when ſhe ſet 
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Husband the merrieſt Man alive, to ſee his 
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\riſtznctus's Epiſſles. 


her Indiſpolition fill increaſe, he ran dow! 


L 


Husband came back with his Doctor, hi 
Wife was exceedingly refreſhed. The Gal 
lant was complimented a thouſand times tor __ 
his Civilities on this Occaſion: Sir, ſays the 


Man, I heartily beg your Pardon for the 1 
Trouble my Wife has given you. Lord, Si, 


anſwer'd he, if it was to do ten times again, 
it would be no trouble. But indeed twas too 
much, Sir. I'faith, cries the other, I dor't 


{wear but you have, ſays the Husband, | 
find ſhe hath put you into a Sweat with 


out in the Morning, the Gallant was highly 
ſatisfy'd with what he had done, and the 


Wife ſo miraculouſly recover'd 
Ihe End of Ariſtænetus's Epiſtles, 


Ly 
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lowing Letters, I have not confined | 

ſelf to a literal Verſion. Where I found 
iny place ſo perplexed that no certain Sence cou d 
be made of it', or where it cou'd not be under- 
food without a Comment, ( which wou'd have 
loked ridiculous in ſuch 4 Collection as this > B 
[ have fairly omitted it, and fometimes 
[ have made bold to alter a N. ord or two to 
make my Aathor more palatable to the Engliſh 
Reader, As for the Choice I have made of the 
Letters, if BY are not the beſt I "__ * will 


not t Diſpleaſe.” | 
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Lib. 3. Epiſt. 13. 


T your Requeſt, I have ſent you the 
Panegyric I lately deliver'd before our 
» —.-. molt imcomparable * Prince, al- 
Trajan. pr para wand How 
TI tho' 1 had ſent it to you, whe- 
ther you had deſired it or no. Now you 
have it before you, I muſt beg you to re- 
fle& upon the Difficulty, as well as the 
Nobleneſs of the Subject. Upon other 
Occaſions, the Newneſs of the Argument 
generally draws our Attention, but here it 
was impoſſible for me to ſay any thing 
which all the World did not know before. M—_ 
for which Reaſon, the Reader, having 
nothing elſe to employ him, will only mind 
the Elocution, in which tis a hard matter 
for a man to ſucceed well, when that, and 
only that, is taken notice of. I cou'd wiſh 
that the Order, Tranfitions, and Figures 
cou d be confider*dat the fame time: for in 
the moſt Barbarous Nations, you ſhall 
find many that are able to invent hand- 
ſomely, and to expreſs themſelves magnifi- 
cently enough; whereas to diſpoſe of things 
in their proper Order, and to vary the Fi- 
gures with Art and Judgment, is * :nob 
e | mn Hr 


Sel Wiser out if klar, 3 2 
T alent of the Learned. I am of Opinion 
indeed, that the ſublime and pompous Stile 


not alway to be uſed ; for as ina; Picture 


nothing ſets off the Light, ſo well as an art⸗ 
ful Diſpoſition of the Shades, ſo an Orati 

no leſs recommended by the Simplicity 
than Majeſty of the Diction. Bus; Wy 
hould I trouble you with theſe things who | 
now them ſo much better than jen \ ſelf? 
In the mean time I beg the favour of you; 
o mark what places you think want Cor- 
ection; for I ſhall be the eaſier inclind to 
klieve that the reſt of the Oration pleaſes 
jou, when J find you diſlike ſome ales 


In it. F. aremel, 


To his Dear Caninius. 
Lib. 8. Epiſt. 4. 


Was 5 nobleſt thing you ever at: 
tempted in your Life, to relate the 
Dacian War in Verſe: For, beſides the new- 
eſs of the Subject, what can be more Co- 
yous and Fertile, what more Poetical, and, 
Hough we all know: it to be true, what. 
nore ſeemingly Fabulous ? You will have 
noble Occaſion to einplpy all the Stores of 
"CCS 3 your 
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4 your Invention: when you talk of River but 

$ commanded to take a new Courſe, or brid Cu 

i led by new Bridges, that before were hardly He 
to be paſs'd in Boats; when you talk of Ar He 

| mies encampꝰ'd on the tops of Precipices,and AtC 

[ a mighty King who had graſped the whold tb. 

| Univerſe in his Imagination, not only de Saul 

1 prived of his Kingdom but his Life: In ſhort lion 
" when you come to deſcribetwo magnificend Flas 

q Triumphs, both of which were celebrated wit! 

| | for the Reduction of a Nation held Invinci pho 

| =_ ble before: The only and greateſt Difficul [rol 
"I \ ty will be, to expreſs all this in a Strai ſpea 

ö gqqual to the Dignity of the Subject; whic but 
[ | even you, my Friend, well find to be no eaß at 
Task, altho' you have a towring, elevatec uit 
1 Genius, capable of the higheſt undertakings a8. 
mi 


Some little Trouble too you'll find it, te 
ſoften the Names of theſe Barbarous People ther” 
and particularly of their Towns, ſo as they . 
ſhall not ſhock our Ears, when they com 
into Verſe; but there is nothing ſo har! 
and diſſonant but what may be made har 
monious, or at leaſt tolerable with a litti 
Care and Alteration. Beſides, if it wer 
lawful for Homer to contract, to extend 
and turn Words, even of Grecian Extra 
| tion, for the better Cadence of his Verſe 
why ſhou'd not the ſame Privilege be al 
low'd you, eſpecially ſince it is not _ 
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Cuſtom of the Poets, you have invoked the 
Help of the Muſes, and eſpecially of your 
Heroe, their greateſt Patron, whoſe noble: 
Atchievements and Actions you are going: 
to Sing, weigh Anchor, put up all your 
Sails, and, if ever you did it upon any Occa- 


Flag, diſplay your Colours, and bear down 
with all the Force of Wit. Theſe Meta- 
phors perhaps may ſeem .too daring for 
Proſe; but why may I not be indulg'd to 
peak in the Poetical Language to a Poet? 
But this I bargain with you before hand, 
that you ſhall fend me your Poem in pieces 
uit as you finiſh it: Nay, even before 
you have finiſh'd it, by which means it will 
come the more freſh, like Fruit newly. ga- 
ther'd from the Tree. You will tell me tis 
mpoſſible that ſmall Fragments ſhou'd: - 
pleaſe ſo well as an entire Work, or that a 
Sketch ſhould be fo well liked as a fini{h'd: 
bicrure: J confeſs it, and therefore I will 
conſider it as ſuch, and you ſhall beſtow 


Library, To your other Favours give me, 
| beſeech. you, this farther Mark of your 
Friendſhip, as to communicate to me what 
ou wou d let no body elſe ſee : For tho? I 
all the more commend and value your : 
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but neceſſary 2 Therefor By when after the * 


on, ſo now more particularly hoiſt your 


ne laſt hand upon it at your leiſure in my 


c 3 Writings, 
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1 Ti 7 0 his Wiſe Calphurnia. 


Love and Honour your ſelf infinitely the 


eee 
moſt diſpatch, in their Undreſs. fs 
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Lib. 6. Epiſt. 7. 


"Ou ſend me word, that my Abſence 
1 does not a little afflict you, and that 
ou have no other Antidote againft your 


* 


Melancholy but my Letters: Tis no ſmall 


Satisfaction to me, that T am always in 


your Thoughts, and that ſuch Trifles can 
contribute to your Diverſion. For my part, 
to let you ſee my Caſe is parallel with 
yours, I am perpetually reading yours, and 


the oftner I read them, the more new they 


{ſeem to me, and I ſtill diſcover ſome treſh 


Beauties in em, which I did not obſerve 


before. Tho? this in ſome meaſure allevi- 
ates my Pain, yet it ſets me a longing the 
more for your Company; for if your Letters 
are ſo ſweet and entertaining, what Plea- 


ſures may I not expect from your Conver- 
 fation? Therefore ler me conjure-youtolofe 
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Writings, as I fee them come out more 
flowly and more correct, yet T ſhall both 


—— . — 2 


„ SST 


to viſit you in your Chamber, my Feet of 


what a mortified Life J lead, when I am 


— "7's Gu” 


no Opportunities of Writing to me, the, - 
as I hinted before, at the ſame time this 
Commerce delights me, it gives me ſome 
Uneaſineſs. 8 Eo 


To the Same. 
tea Lib. 7. Epiſt. 5. 


s impoſſible for me to tell you how 
much I regret the want of your 
good Company, and I have ſeveral good 
Reaſons for it: In the firſt place, there is 
Love in the caſe. Then *tis to be conſider'd 
that you and I never lived aſunder, which 

is the reaſon why I paſs the greateſt part 

of the Night in thinking on you. From 
the ſame Cauſe it proceeds, that even in 
the Day-time, at thoſe Hours when T-uſed 


their own accord carry me thither, and 
then when I miſs you, I come back no 
leſs melancholy and ſorrowful, than if you 
bad turn'd me out of your Room. The 
only time that T am free from theſe Inquie- 
tudes, is when I am pleading in the Forum, 
and drudging for my Friends. Judge then, 


ee forced 


4 a 8 5 Selefs e out of Pliny. 


forced to find Relaxation in Labour, and 
A in Care and wt 


1 1 PR 
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7⁰ 0 bis Friend Ferox. 
Lib, 7 7 rin. 13. 


Our laſt Letter is a convincing Argu- 


ment that you Study, and that you 


don't. You'll tell me I talk Riddles to you, 


and fa I do, till J explain to you more di- 


ſtinctly What my Meaning is. In ſhort, 
the Letter you ſent me, ſhows you did not 
ſtudy for it, ſo eaſie and negligent 1 it appears 
to be; and yet at the ſame time tis ſo po- 
lite, that tis impoſſible that any one ſhould 
write it, who did not weigh every word; 


or elſe you are certainly the happieſt Man 


in the World, if you can write Letters ſo 
juſt and exact, without Care and Eng 
ditatien. Oe ; "4 + Te 7 
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Return you your Book which I read 
over very carefully, having marked all 
along in the Mar in what places I thought 
fit to be alter d, and what ſtruck out; For 
am no leſs inclin*d to tell the Truth, than 
you are to hear it. Tis a plain Caſe I be- 
eve, that no Man ſuffers himſelf to be fo 
patiently found fault with, as he that de- 
ſerves the higheſt Commendation. And 
now I expect my own Book from yon 
with your Corrections and Amendments. 
Theſe reciprocal Offices of Friendſhip that 
paſs between us give me no little Satisfacti- 
on; for if Poſterity will have any Concern 
for us, I am pleaſed to think that it will 
tell, with What Amity, and Integrity, you 
and I have lived together. It will be a re- 
markable, and perhaps the only Inſtance 
n Hiſtory, that two Men almoſt of the 
eme Age and Quality, and of ſome Repu- 
ation for Learning, (Jam oblig'd to ſpeak * 
dle more ſparingly of you, becauſe at the, - 
eme time I ſpeak of my ſelf) ſhould pro- 
mote one another s Studi 
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udies ſo unanimouſly; 
When 


— * „ * » * 22 ” 
— & * 7 5 9 Aer 9 FREIE Lo ** — 1 * 
p \ 5 : bs. . F * ng. * Er 9 . _ 
« 7 N 0 1 : WAX Tur" by 93 . 
\ TY 0 : ; ” 7 2 * as V 
N . od : f > 
* 8 » 


40 Select Letters our of Pliny, . 
When I was but young, and you had juſt- © W 
ly acquir'd a high Character in the World, © mi 
even then it was my greateſt Ambition to I] inc 
imitate and follow you, tho' at never ſo 
great a Diſtance. We.had then at Rome 
ſeveral Perſons of Wit and Learning, that 
were deſervedly admired; : yet fo great a 
Similitude was there between our Tempers 
and Diſpoſitions, that even then I endea- 
voured to Copy after you. For this Reaſon 
tis no ſmall Satisfaction to me, that when- 
ever there is any Diſcourſe about Learning 
and Learned Men, you and J are ſtill quoted 
together; that when your Name is men- 
tion'd, the Company immediately mentions 
mine; and that when they prefer a third 
Man to one of us, they mean it of both. 
But *tis no matter to me, Whether you of I 
are mention'd firſt, for if, I am firſt, it is 
only becauſe I am the next to you. I don't 
queſtion too, but you have obſer vd, that 
in the laſt Wills of the Deceas'd, unlels 
there was ſome particular Difference in the 
Caſe, you and I have Legacies of the fame 
Value generally bequeathed us. The Con- 
cluſion I draw from all this is, That we 
have the greateſt Obligations tliat can be, 

to entertain the ſtricteſt Amity; ſince even 
our Studies, our Manners, our Reputatt- 
ons; in ſhort, the united * = 
l 1 orld 
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World are ſo many Arguments why the 
mutual Friendſhip between us ſhou d {till 

increuſe. Femelt 8 
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Joe, 
Lib. 6. Epiſt. 16. 


Ou deſire me to ſend you an Account 
| of my Uncle's Death, that you may 
be the better able to relate it in your Hiſto- 
ry. I am obliged to you for this Favour, 
for I foreſee my Uncle's Name will be im- 
mortal, if it has the Honour to be preſervd 
by your Pen: 'Tho? it was his Fare to die, 
Ike great Cities memorable for their Cala- 

is mities, in the Univerſal Deſolation of the 

yt fineſt Part of Iraly; Nay, tho? he himſelf = 
at I las written ſeveral learned Volumes, which 
6M vill propagate his Memory to future Ages, 
he jet that Eternity which ſeems to be intalled 
me on every thing you write, will not a little 
on- contributè to perpetuate. his Name: For 
we my part I reckon thoſe Men happy, Who 
by a particular Indulgence of Heaven are 

to Poſterity, or of writing Works, that de- 
{rye to be read; but I reckon thoſe the a= 
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fires, My Uncle was then at Miſenus, with 
the Fleet under his Command in the Har- 
bour, on the 24th Day of Auguſt, about one 
of the Clock in the Afternoon; when my 
Mother came to tell him, that ſhe beheld 
afar off a Cloud of an unuſual Magnitude 
and Form. He had taken two or three 
turns in the Sun, after which he bathed 
himſelf in cold water, then he lay down 
and taſted a ſmall repaſt, and fell to his 
Books; but upon this alarm called for his 
Slippers, and got up to the higheſt part of 
the Houſe, from whence he might moſt 
advantagiouſly behold this Prodigy. At 
ſo great a Diſtance we cou'd not poſitive- 

ly tell from whence this Cloud aroſe, tho 
_ afterwards we knew it came from Mount 


on't more than a Pine-tree does, for from a 
long taper Trunk, it ſpread it ſelf to a ve- 
ry large Head, the Reaſon of which I ſup- 
poſe might be, that when the Wind that 
carried it up, began to fail, its o weight 
made it run out into a great breadth. Some- 

times it look d of a whityh, and ſemetime 
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pieſt of all, who poſſeſs both theſe Advanta. 

ges: Amongſt the Number of theſe Latter 
I reckon my Uncle, by means of yours, as 
well as his own Writings, upon which ac- 
count I am proud to comply with your De- 


Jeſuvius: Nothing reſembl'd the Shape 
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along with him, if I thought convenient 
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of a black gloomy C olour, according as it 


Uncle thinking it impoſſible to make a juſt 


Obſervation of this Phænomenon without 
coming nearer, commanded a Gally to 
got ready, and made an offer to take me 


I excuſed my ſelf to him, and anſwer d, 
that I wow'd paſs that Afternoon at my 
Study; and as it happen'd he had given 
me ſomething to tranſcribe. As he Was 
going out of the Houſe: with his Pocket- 
book in his Hand, the Seamen of Retina 
affrighted at ſo ſurprizing a Conflagration 
(for the Village lay under the Mountain, 
and there was no other way of eſcapinę 
but by Sea) begged of him not to — 5 
himſelf to a Danger that ſo imminently 
threatned him. This did not diſſwade him 
from his Deſign, and what he began out 
of a Spirit of Curioſity, he perform'd with 
the greateſt Reſolution imaginable. So he or- 
dered the Gally to put out to Sea, and went 
himſelf aboard it, with an Intention to a{- 
iſt not only thoſe of Retina, but the Neigh- 
bouring Towns, for the Country all along 
that Shore is extremely well peopled: he 
ſteerꝰd his Courſe towards thoſe places, 


from whence the affrighted Inhabitants ran 


away in great Multitudes; nay, he. faiPd 
y ng » Nay, _ 
into 
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into the very Mouth of danger, and was 


ſo free from Fear; that he took particular 


rotice of every Circumſtance almoſt, re- 
lating to this Eruption. By this time a 
ſhower of Aſhes, attended with Pumice 
ſtones, covered the Deck, falling the hot- 
ter, and in greater Quantities, as they ap- 
proach'd nearer to the Shore. Upon this 
be conſider'd a little with himſelf whether 
he had not beſt tack about, and Sail home- 
wards (which the Pilate: adviſed him to 
do) but he told him that Fortune favoured 
the bold, and ſo ordered him to Sail to his 
friend Pomponianus, who was at St abiæ, on 
the other ſide of the Bay. In this place, 
tho? the. danger ſeem'd to be at ſome Di- 
ſtance, yet upon the firſt approach of it, 
Pomponianus had order'd all his Luggage 
to be carried on Ship- board, being reſolv d 
to make his Eſcape, had not the Wind ſat 
in the contrary Corner. But the ſame 


Wind that hindered him, brought my Un- 


cle into the Harbour, who perſwaded them 
to be of good Courage, and endeavour'd 
by his own example to make them lay 
aſide their fears. After this he bathed, and 
was very cheerful at Supper, or (what in 
theſe Dangers is full as great) he ſeemed at 
leaſt to be ſo. All this while the Flames 
broke out in ſeveral places of the Moun- 
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ain Veſuuius, which\appear?d ſo much the 
brighter in ſo dark a Night: In this ſtrange 
Conſternation the Country People leſt 
their Habitations; which in their Abſence 
were devour'd by the Flames, and this my 
Uncle urged as an Argument, why it was 
not adviſeable to quit the place where they 
were. After this he compoſed himſeff ta 
reſt : and ſlept very ſoundly, as thoſewhich 
were in the next Room and heard him, af. 
irmed, for by reaſon” of the largeneſs of 
iis Cheſt, he breathed ſomewhat of the 
budeſt. But the Court-yard; thro? which 
here was a Paſſage to the Dining-room, 
was by this time ſo cover'd with Aſhes 
nd Pumice-ftones, that there was no get- 
, Ning out of it for him, if he ſtaid never fo 
e rde longer; ſo being awaked out of his 
d lep, he joyn'd Pomponianus and his Com- 
it any, who had watched all this while. 
ie uod now they debated among themſelves, 
n. {vbether they ſhowd ſtay within doors, or 
m Nenture abroad in the open Air, for the 
d barch-quake was ſo violent, and the Houſes 
ay Nrekd and ſtagger id ſo, that one word 
nd Five thought they had been torn up from 
in {cir very Foundations. When they were 
ow in the Fields, they feared the falling 
a the Pumice- ſtones, tho they were light 
ud porous, however of the two 5 
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46 Selelt Letters aum ef Pliny, FF 
this Was the leaſt. With my Uncle, Rea- b 
fon, overcame Reaſon; with the reſt, one 
Fear overcame another, fo they carried Pil I !:* 
lows, on their Heads to break the fall of a. ©; 
ny thing that might fall on em. In other ö 
places it Was Day, but here it was as dark Ty 
as poſſibiy Night it ſelf cou'd be, tho it 4 
eee leſſened by the numerous log 
Flambeaux and other Lights. Then it was 8 
reſolved to go to the Sea- ſhore, and ſee how 
the Sea ſtood affected, which {till continu- 
ed very Rough and Tempeſtuous. Here 
my Uncle, lying along upon a bundle of 
Cloaths, called once or twiee for cold Wa- 
ter, and drank it off. After this the Flames, 
and a ſmell of Brimſtone, which uſed to 
_ precede the Flames, as it made the place 
too hot for the reſt, ſo it waked my Uncle, 
wo being ſupported by two denne 
up; but in an Inſtant fell down again, 
ing I ſuppoſe ſuffocated by the ſulphureous i > , 
Vapours, and the orifice of his - Stomach * 
cloſed up, that was naturally weak and 
puling. Three days after this, his Body 
Was found whole and intire, without the 
leaſt hurt or mark upon it, and in the ſame 
Cloaths he laſt put on; in a Poſture too, 
that made him rather look like one tha 


was aſleep than dead. While this har id 
pen d, my Mother and I were at Mi walk 
a 


® . 


Ret \ * 
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Sseledt Letters out of Pliriy. 7 
but this is nothing to the Hiſtory, and 
you deſired to be inform'd in no other par- 
ticulars, but thoſe that related to the Death 
of my Uncle. I will therefore conclude, 
but before I do that, give me leave to add, 
That I have given you a true and faithful 
Account of all that has come to my know- 
ledge. I leave it to you to pick out what 
you think moſt proper for your Purpoſe ; 
for it is one thing to write a Letter, and 
another to write a Hiſtory ; one thing to 
write to a Friend, and another to addrefs 
himſelf to all the World. Farewell. 
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To Sura. 


Lib. 7. Epiſt. 27. 


VO and I are both at Leiſure, you to 
4 teach, and I to be inform'd; I have 
tor a long while earneſtly deſired to know, 
whether there are any ſuch Things in Rea- 
ity, as Spectres, or whether they are only 
the Reſults of a fearful Imagination: For 
my part, I am inclined to believe the for- 
mer, by what happened, as I have been 
told the Story, to Curtius Rufus: He was 
walking up and down a Portico towards 

5 De /˖«ͤ; 
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{the Evening, when the Shape of a Woman 
appear'd to him, but much bigger than 
the Life, and much more beautiful: This 

unexpected Sight ſtrangely ſurprized him, 
when the Phantome told him ſhe was Afric, 
and came on purpoſe to tell him His For- 
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where he ſhould be advanced to the great- 
eſt Honours ; that he ſhould return back 
to this Province in Quality of Governouf, 
and there die. Every thing exactly hap- 
pened as the Spectre foretold. The Story 


and coming out of the Ship, the very fame 


Which he fell Sick, and remembring what it 


going to tell you, as it is by much ſtranger, 


Was a large and ftately Houſe at Athen, 
but untenanted, by reaſon of the ill Name 
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tune; adding that he was going to Rome, 


goes, that as he was failing for Carthage, 
Figure met him upon the Shore, upon 


had formerly told him, gave over all hopes 
of Recovery, before the Phyſicians thought 
his Caſe dangerous. But what I am now 


ſo it is more terrible than the other. There 


it lay under; for in the depth of the Night 

you might hear a Noiſe like that of the 
draging of Chains, which at firſt ſeemed to 
be further off, but by degrees came near 
and nearer to you: At laſt a Ghoſt appeard 
in the Shape of a old man, Lean and Mea- 
ger, with a long beard, and the Hair = # 
2 1 5X ea 


8 * 


and Manacles on its Hands, which it hak- 


ed and rattled.” Theſe ſtrange Noiſes di- 


ſturbed the Neighbourhood fo, that few or 


none could ſleep for them; ſome fell Sick 


with watching ſo long, and their Fears in- 


creaſing, died ſoon after; for tho the Spe- 


re was not viſible in the Day, yet their 


Memory ſtill repreſented it to their Eyes, 


and one Fear begot another: For this Rea- 


Saͤelecl Letters out of Pliny 49 
Head matted ; It had Fetters about its Legs, 


bn no one would dwell in the Houſe, but 

i ſtood empty, and was left wholly to the 
„heit, to play his Midnight-frolicks in; 

© however, there was a Bill put over the 
Door, to ſignifie that the Houſe was to be 
Let or Sold, if by chance they cou'd meet 
5 MW vith a Chapman, who knew nothing that 
* Wit was haunted. It happened that one 
W Athenodorus, a Philoſopher , coming to 


rc Rent and ſuſpecting there was ſomething 
„extraordinary in the Matter, - becauſe it was 


ht Wihe Neighbours, who fairly acquainted him 
he With the whole Buſineſs: He was fo far 


tom being diſcouraged by it, that it made 


bed to be made for him in a Room that 


2 and 


r, Withers, read the Bill, enquired after tile 


ne Io be had fo cheap, he informs himſelf of 


im the more eager to ſtrike a Bargain. 
When it began to grow dark, he order'd # 


iced the Street; he calld for Paper, Ink, 
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» $0 Select Letters out of Pliny. 
and Candle, and ordered all his Servants 
to withdraw; he employ d his Mind, his 
Eyes, his Hands in Writing, leſt his Ima- 
gination, having nothing to employ it, 
might be at leiſure to create Viſions and 
Spectres: All the former part of the Night | 
the Scene continued quiet enough, at laft 
he heard the rattling of Iron, and ſhakin 
of Chains. Our Philoſopher did not {0 
much as lift up his Eyes to ſee what was the 
Matter, not left off Writing, but endea- 
- voured all he could to neglect it; the Noiſe 
ſtill increaſing, and moving nearer, ſo that 
ſometimes it ſeem'd to be within, and 
ſometimes without the Room, at laſt Arhe- 
nodorus look'd behind him and faw it, juſt 
as the Neighbours had deſcribed it to him. 
It ſtood ſtill, and beckon'd with its Finger, 
like a Man that calls to another. He on 
the other ſide makes a ſign with his Hand, 
that it ſhould tarry a little for him, and falls 
to Writing again. All this while the Spe- 
Are rattled his Chains over his Head as he 
writ, and he looking behind him, found 
that it beckoned to him as before, ſo he 
took up his Candle in his Hand, and fol- 
lowed it : The Ghoſt -walked leafurely 
along as if its Chains did hinder it, after 
that it turn'd into the Court- yard, and im- 
mediately vaniſh'd under Ground. Our 
- 5 Philoſopher 


that he might know the Place again; the 


next Day he gots to the Magiſtrates of the 
Town and adviſed em to dig in the place 
where this happen'd: which they accord- 


ingly did, and found a parſel of Bones 
wrapt about with Iron- Chains formerly be- 


longing to a Body, which Time, and the 
Earth together had putrified. Theſe reli- 


ques were publickly Buried, aſter which the 
Houſe was haunted no more. I am inclin'd 


to believe this Story, having had it ſo confi- 
dently affirm'd to me. J earneſtly in- 


treat you to beſtow a little Conſideration to 


inform me better upon this Point. Tis a2 


Subject worthy of your deepeſt Enquiry, 


tho ? J confeſs I am not worthy to have you 


to communicate your Learned Thoughts to 


me. Although you can plead on both ſides, 


and manage an Argument either pro or con, 


as the Cuſtom of the Gentlemen at the Bar 
is, yet I beg you not to employ that Talent 


here, but fairly to determine the Point, be- 


cauſe I wou'd not be diſmiſsd uncertain or 
left in ſuſpence, ſince this is the Reaſon of 


my giving you this Trouble, F arewel, 7 


The End of Pliny's Seleft Epiſtles, | 
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Philoſopher took ſome Leaves and Herbs. | | 
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n 0 Madenoiſele 15 "OW: 


Upon ſending to her 4 Boar in 4 Paſty; who 
had like to have wounded him at the C naſe 


Madam, 


Have ran the greateſt Risk in the 
World, but at laſt my Enemy is de- 
cated, and now I ſend him to you bound 
to his good Behaviour in Pye-cruſt, I have 
ordered him to be well Spiced and ſeaſon'd 
with Salt, to preſerve the Memory of my 
Triumph. Had I been acquainted with 
the Receipt of the ancient Ægyptians, I 
ou d have embalm d him, and made a 


' nay 


\ Wl Paſte. Imagine that this Animal you ſee? 
before you, had no great mind that I ſhould” 


ſcamper'd as if the Devil had been behind 


with a felonious Intent to Murder me. Up- 
on which I deliberated with my ſelf what 
had beſt to do. I cou'd not tell but you 
might have ſet him againſt me, for when- 


ble, I immediately conclude that it comes 
from you. But after I had well examin'd 
by the Boar's Countenance, I cowd not find 


that he came upon any ſuch errand, There 
vas another Difficulty {till behind, and that 


was to know, whether I had not beſt die 
to put an end to thoſe cruel Torments you 


delf. intereſt T thought to take that courſe, 


nd nd I humbly. conceiv'd it was for your 


e Ladiſhip's Honour, that a Lover fo faith- 
d ful as I, ſhou'd live, altho' he did not find 


ny his Account in it. Thus the Zeal that 1 


ith bad for your Glory coſt the poor Boar his 


„1 Life, who little imagin'd he had to deal 
2 ith an Adverſary, that was animated by 
my | . io 


. 


Mummy of his Body: By that means he? 
would have laſted numberleſs Ages, but it 
unluckily falls out with us Moderns, that 
we have no other ſecret but this of 


kill him: As ſoon as he ſaw me, away he 


him, but on a ſudden turn'd full upon me 


ever I ſee any thing that is diſmal or terri- 


make me ſuffer; but there was too much 
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fo. „de a Motive. In 8 11 - my 
' Gentleman dead upon the Spot; Cd hi 
Brother Boars I preſume will have more 
Guts in their Brains for the future, then to 
pick u Quarrel with ſuch as preſerve their 
Lives on purpoſe for you. I ſhow'd be the 
happieſt Man in the Uniyerſe, Madam, if 
ou wou'd feed heartily upon him out of 
— wy for having been ſo impudent to 
put me in peril of my Life; and if that | 
Conſideration would make him 80 down 

the bear with you, Iam, 
Your wel Obedient 85 
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7 To Men eur C—> ; 
Upon, the Carteſian Philoply. 


O then tis 2 plain Caſe, 'E Gnd that 

5 you have loft your Underſtanding. It 

| —— you are turn'd Philoſopher of late, 
and what is more, you belong to that Sect 
of Philoſophy, which is the oddeſt in the 
World. Among other Heretical Doctrines, 
you maintain that there are no ſuch thin 1 
as Colours: Nay you pretend that Beaſts 
are Machines, and move by Clock-work : 


In fine, you turn fangs topſie turvy _ 
0 


3 
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ſo ſtrange a rate, that a Man can't tell wat 
to truſt to. I ſpoke of it the other day to 
Madam B—— who is very much your 
Friend, and is heartily afflicted, at the lofs +: 
of your Reaſon: I dare fwear ſhe. wood 
ſtrangle Des Cartes in one of her Garters if 
ſhe had him in the Room; for in ſhort, his 
Philoſophy is not to be endured in a Chri- 
ſtian Country; it robs the Ladies of their 
Beauty, and makes them all as ugly as 
Witches. If there is no ſuch thing as Co- 
lours, there's conſequently no ſuch thing 
as a fine Complexion ; and what will be- 
come then of the Lilies and Roſes in the 
Cheeks of our great Beauties? Youll 
come off but ſcurvily, let me tell you, if 
you think to appeaſe them, by ſaying that 
Colours are in the Eyes of thoſe that look 
upon them, and not in the Objects them- 
ſelves. The Ladies won't depend upon the 
at W Eyes of other Men for their Complexion, 
It but are reſolv*d to hold it of themſelves and 
e; not at the Courteſie of every Spectator. If 
chere are no Colours in the Night, our. + 
he Friend Mr. N—— is finely brought to 
es, bed, who fell in Love with Madam . 
8 merely upon the ſcore of her fine Face, and 
its married her. It wow'd be a great Morti - 
k: fication to him, after having believed that 
ter he has the fineſt red and white in the 8 - 
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4. red between his Arms, to find . add 

ſuch thing as red and white in Nature. But 
if the Complexion is a cheat upon our Sen- 
ſes, what will you ſay to thoſe Ladies that 
practiſe the Myſtery of Painting, and lay 
on the Carnation and the White as hack 
as Plaiſter 9 Tis certain nothing can be 
more; real, and ſo theſe Ladies will enjoy. 
a Privilege above the reſt of their Sex, I 
mean that of having a true Complexion; 
however all the World are of another Opi- 


nion, and will poſitively tell you that theirs 


is not true. 
I deſire you to anſwer this Argument at 
your leiſure; but this is not all, for Madam 
De — and my ſelf have found out ano- 
ther Objection againſt your Philoſophy, 
which you'll find it no eaſie matter to ſolve. 
Vou pretend that Beaſts are no leſs Ma- 
chines than Watches; now I dare engage, 
that if you put a certain Machine cafl d a 
Dog, and another Machine call'd a Bitch 
together in the ſame Room, there will re- 
ſult a third little Machine from their cor- 


reſponding together; whereas you may 


keep two Watches together as long as you 
live, nay, till Dooms-day if you pleaſe, 


and they will never produce a third Watch 


between em. Now Madam B and 


I find 7 0 our * , that ah two 
= *M ings 
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Monſieur Fountenellce. 57 
things that have the faculty to produce a 
third out of themſelves, are of a Claſs 
much ſuperiour to that of Machines. We 
give you time to conſider of an Anſwer to 
theſe Objections, for we know very well 
that you muſt conſult your Books, before 
you'll be able to do it. Madam B—— ' 
ſends you word by me, that ſhe will not 
receive a Viſit from you, before you have 
made ſome Reparation to her Complexion: 
As for me, I aſſure you, T am à Piece of 
Clock wWOrk newly wound up, to go in 
your Service; andam ! HET 


Your moſt Obedient Servant. 


> 
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Lyon Red ber 6 Blah al pl 1 
Madam, tg: cont ena 
Hic, to oblige you, has exhauſted 
herſelf, and ſends you two of the od- 

deſt Creatures ſhe produces, ſo that nothing 
would be wanting to make my Preſent 
compleat, if I cou'd ſend you a Crocodile 
to keep them Company. Both of them are 
in Perfection, the Black is the ſaddeſt Dog 
„ of 


— 


of all Blacks, and the Monkey the moſt 


ly in the Face: Our Blacks in France turn 


which it gives em in Afric ; but, Madam, 
your Eyes, that are ſo lively and piercing, 
will ſupply the defect of the Sun; and will 
not let him loſe an Ace of bis primitive 


\ 0 


malicious Devil of all Monkeys. I can aſ. 9 
ſure you, that one of theſe Beaſts, has a yo 
mighty Reſpect for the other, and is a pro- th 
feſſt Admirer of his Ingenuity and great I ha. 
Parts. You'll ſoon diſcover that this Admi- hir 
rer is the Black. Beſides that, it is an Arti- fo 
cle of Faith among thoſe of his Nation, that 10 
the Monkeys have as much Reaſon as them- 2 
ſelves, but that they conceal it as much as I M 
they can, by not talking, for fear Men ſhow'd I fh. 
clap Pack- ſaddles upon their Backs, and W 
make them Work for their Living: This WW NI 
Black, Madam, has a particular Eſteem IR 
for the Monkey, as having lived under the ¶ po 
ſame Roof many Years with him, and has in 
not a jot of Underſtanding more than he II hin 
haas learnt in his long acquaintance with I M. 
him. But I have one Advice to give you, hs 


Madam, and that is to look him frequent- 


tawny, and become of an Olive Complexi- 
on, which is enough to ſcare Lucifer out 
of his Senſes. The Phyſical Reaſon of this 
is, becauſe the Sun is not ſtrong enough in 
our Climate to keep up that charming Black 


3 Com- 
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Mounfieur Fountenelle. $9 % 
Complexion. - I am extremely glad that " 
you will always have a Slade in your pre- 
ſence to repreſent me; he is not more yours 
than T am; if he gives you any Occaſion to 
have him well CudgePd ſometimes, to put 
him in mind of his Duty, he ſomething re- 
ſembles me, for the Devil of Rebellion of- 
ten tempts me to revolt againſt you, As 
for the Monkey pray dowt be ſurpriſed, 
Madam, if you hear Sighs come from him, 
that are ſtrong. enough to turn about a 
Wind-mill, if you ſee him paſs whole 
Nights without ſleeping a Wink, if you 
find him as Melancholy as a Horſe in a 
Pound, when he is not in your Company 
in fine, if he eats little and can't divert 
himſelf in any thing, for I muſt tell you, 
Madam, that like a truſty Servant he has 
learnt all this of his old Maſter, who is, 
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1 Am told your Monkey is gone the way 
I ofallFleſh, at which I am exceeding- 
Ml griev'd, -for-T am like to be a great Lo- 
er hy his Deceaſe, ſince I have no body 
now to put you in mind of me but the 
Black. The unhappy Creature I ſuppoſe 
broke his Heart becauſe he was not able to 
imitate me before you, as well as he de- 
fird; indeed there was nothing which he 
could not handſomly counterfeit with infi- 
nitely more eaſe than my Paſhon; but may 
his Deſtiny light upon all my Rivals that 
ſhall have the Inſolence to be the Apes of 
my Affection; perhaps too the poor thing 
drew your Diſpleaſure upon himſelf, for 
endeavouring to imitate my Paſſion, and 
ſo unluckily dy*d of Deſpair. If it is fo, I 
have nothing left me to do, but to imitate 
him in my turn, and to die after him. I 
am inform'd you have ſhed ſome Tears 
forhim ; it is ſomething of the lateſt to re- 
pent for your ill Uſage of the poor Crea- 
ture, but regulate your Conduct J beſeech 
you by him, and don't oblige me to _ 
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Mon 
if you muſt needs regret me after Death. 
It is very probable 'that if you ſo heartily 


lament the Party that imitated me, you'll 


grieve. ten times more for your humble 
Servant. I am an Original of Tenderneſs, 


and if you loſe me, you are not like to find 


my Fellow in haſte, but muſt even content 


your ſelf with very ſcurvy Copies. But, 


Madam, let me conjure you, not to uſe 
the Black the worſe becauſe he is my Re- 
preſentative ; it wowd be very hard upon 


Can you ſuffer nothing to be near you, that 
has the Misfortune to bear ſome Reſem- 
blance of my Fidelity and Devotion for 
you, but you muſt kill it by your Cruelty ? 
The Tears I ſhed: for the Death of the 
Monkey are better founded than yours, 
ſince his Adventure teaches me what I am 


to expect. Farewel, Madam, but remem- 
ber if you pleaſe, that you cannot reſtore 


the late defunct to Life again, but that you 
have ſtill the Power to preſerve | 


 » Toar humble Servant, &c. 
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him indeed, if for that Reaſon he muſt 
meet with the Deſtiny of the Monkey. 
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Madam, 10 

1 Can without Vanity boaſt, 5 1 mile 
you to Day a yery conſiderable Preſent: 

In ſhort, T give you two whole Years ;/you 
thou ght you were twenty two Nears old, 
and I bring it you atteſted in a Paper un- 
der Hand and Seal, that yeuare but twen- 

| now I reckon that I give you theſe 
Nears which I take away from you, and 
indeed in theſe matters we never reckon 
Otherwiſe. The two years you thought had 
paſt over your Head, are {till to come, and 
3 T do my ſelf the Honour to make you a 
_ Preſent of them. I am ready to die for 
2 fear, Madam, that you will not - value 
= them as they deſerve ; But good Heavens! 
18 the Man that were able to make ſuch a Pre- 
(ent, to certain Ladies that ſhall be name- 
leſs, what Favours might he not expect 
from their Hands? Where are the Charms 
and Graces, the fine Expreſſions, and 
Compliments that can be put into the Bal: 


lance with two complens Years: ? It is but 
reaſona⸗ 
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long to me. After that, I leave you juſt as 
found you, at Liberty to break off or gon- 


tinue the Commerce, according as you ſes 


convenient; but if I find you not at all in- 


that T will ſuffer no one to Love you, upon 


the Foot of twenty years. Where ever Igo 
| will proclaim to all the World, that in 
truth you had not been ſo old by two Years, 

if you had not been ſo minded, but that 


you refuſed to accept em from me, and that 


ſince you don't Love me, tis but requiſite - 


you ſhould reckon your ſelf, twenty two 


Years old, You little imagine perhaps to 
what ſtrange Hazards you. expoſe your ſelf, - 


by making me Maſter of the Secret of your 
Ape: for tis a Secret, Madam, which thoſe 


0 yo Sex keep inviolably to themſelves; 
an 


perhaps the only one a Woman can 


keep. Several Ladies have truſted me witii 


the Affairs of their Families; nay, even 


with their Intrigues; but I cou d never yet 


* * 


reaſonable, Madam, I think, that yori. | 
ſhowd employ em wholly upon me, ſince. | 
you are indepted to me for em. When they 
are gone and paſt; you may do what you 
pleaſe, I ſhall then pretend to have no man- 
Madam, from the preſent Moment; till you 
are compleatly twenty two, you wholly be ; 
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a Woman, that had Courage and Reſolution 


enough to tell her Age. The truth on't is, 
the older they are, the more ſenſible they 


become of what Importance it is, that they 
had not ſo many Years upon the account. 


As for you, Madam, who have not plaid 


your Cards fo cautiouſly as yeu ſhould have 
done, you little think how you will tremble 
one Day leſt I fhould tell any Tales of you. 

Your Deftiny will depend upon me, and 
there is nothing which I cannot force you 


to comply with, if inſtead of a Ponyard 1 
ſend you the Extract of the Church- regiſter. 

I ſuppoſe you laugh at my Menaces now 
and think the time is ſo far off, that you 
don't believe I ſhall ever live to fee it. Fam 


afraid indeed you'll prove a Propheteſs, for 


unleſs you are leſs rigorous, you Il ſoon dif- 


patch 


E 
. 


meet with one ſo open hearted as to truſt 
me with her Age: There art a thoufand 
Women that will run up to the Mouth of a 
Cannon, that Will hang or drown With as 
much cheerfulneſs as if they were going to 
a Goſſiping, that will make you nothing to 
jump down four Stories: but, I never found 


Your moſt Obedient, &c. 
The End of Monſieur Fontenelle's Letters. 
- | | | Original 
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Dear Decor, Jag. 
7 Hile here in Town we are almoſt 

_ Roaſted by the hot Weather, and 
the Sun plays ſo warmly on. us, that fome 
People who were of no Religion before, 
talk of turning Adamites in their own De- 
tence ; I cannot but laugh to think what a 


bleſſed Pickle you are in at the Bath, whers 


ſnch Crowds of you Stew in ſo httle a Pip- 
kin; where you broil upon the Earth, par- 
boil in rhe Water , and you breath the 

Compoſition of Gunpowder ; or, were 


there. nothing extraordinary. in your Soyl, 


your Climate, or the Seaſon, of the Year, 
where you have pretty Ladies enough to 
ſet you all on Fire, though you were two 
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Original Letters, 


or three Degrees more to the North than 


in the midſt of Januar. 
This is the fr/# Summer ſince the Revo- 
dation, that the Sun has been pleaſed to 
diſpence any Favours to us, for hitherto we 
have had as little Reaſon to complain of his 
Benignity to us, as the Politiques of our 
States men. Our Fruits have ripen'd with- 
out the Influence of the one, as our Affair: 
llave made a ſhift to rub on without any 
great Conjuriug on the part of the other. 
But to leave off theſe cenſorious reflections 
upon our States men, and return to the Sun 
that occafion'd them, this Noble Planet 


Lapland, and I were Writing to you now 


that ripens the Grape, will likewiſe ripen 


Fevers, and other ſuch generous Diſtem- 


pers, to the great Joy of the Poets and Phy- 


ſictans; and Phebus, their common Father, 
will encourage his own Tribe, by raiſing 
up a new Stock of Mines and Diſeaſes. In- 
| deed, where you are, it is almoſt impoſſi- 
ble forthe Gentlemen of the Faculty to want 


3 a Buſineſs, for if our laſt Advices from the 
Bath, den't deceive us, you have almoſt 


as many Doctors upon the Spot as you have 
Patients, that watch the coming in of every 
Coach, as nicely as a young Boy at the Uni- 
verſity does the Reminof the Carrier, and 


Hat all Corners of the Streets, as regular- 
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as the Watermen do at the Temple Stairs: 


N 


| he Te 
Pur it has long ago been obſerv'd of you 
Phyſicians, as of the Lawyers, that they 


will find or make Work, where-ever they _ 
come; and accordingly I knew a little 
Town in Eſſex, where the Inhabitants, 
time out of mind, had lived in as aninter- 
rupted Tranquillity, as the happy Indians 
did in America, before the Spaziards came 


to beat up their Quarters; hut upon an At- 
torney's coming to reſide amongſt em, the 
Face of Afairs was immediately alter'd, 

enants conſpir'd againſt their Landlords, 


Hoſtlers revolted from their Maſters, and 
the Apprentices took up Arms againſt their 
lawful Tyrants: There was nothing but 
rubbing out of Mill and Alehouſe Scores, to 


the everlaſting confuſion of their Country 
Arithmeſis, Not a Tithe-egg could be had 
without an Action, nor a Pig under a Suit 


in Chancery. A Spirit of Diviſion had crept _ 
into every Family, Maids betray'd their 
| Miſtreſſes, Girls rebel d againſt their Grand- 


mothers, and Sweet-hearts deſerted their 


confiding Damſels; in ſhort, every Man 


ſtood as much upon his own Guard, as if 
he had been in an Enemys Country; theſe 


were the bleſſed Effects of the Lamyer”s, live- 


ing amorgſt *em. 


Ee 3 Now, 
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. Now, Door, it were a very hard Caſe, 


* 


TF having ſa much Credit at the Bath v 


cou'd not do as mach for your ſelf, as the 
above mention'd Attorney did to promote 
his own Buſizeſs; if you cou'd not Philoſo. 
phically Reaſon People into Diſtempers they 


Were never troubled pla Be like the Diſſent-. 


ing Parſons that Fly-blow their Hearers with 
Scruples they knew nothing of before: If 
you cou'd not care them of Ails they never 


Felt, and leave behind you Maladies, you 


never found upon them. But I am inform'd 
that the Tub-Preachers are very much aij- 
ſatisfied that you invade their Territorics, 
and encroach upon their Prerogative of Hell. 
Your hot and co/d Baths (they ſay) put their 
Brimſtone and Ice out of Countenance; and 
- His reported, that by the s&lful Manage- 
ment of your Torments, by ſcalding your 
Patients at the Bath in Jah, and freezing 
them at Illington in December, you've broke 


half the Retailers of the Terrors of Plato 8 


Kingdom. 

But to come now to the News of the 
Town, we have had an Apparition lately 
here, ſtranger than in any Glanvill or Au. 
bry ; for it has appeared in the Streets at 
noon Day, and thouſands of People are rea- 
dy to depoſe that they have ſeen it. By 
this ſtrange Apparitnn, 1 mean the White 
| Parſon, 


— 
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1 Mr 4 Fan 


in Holbourn t other Morning, to have ſeen 


his Cavalcade: He rode up the Hill as great 
as a Prince, and like other Princes ſignaliz- 


ed his Entry with Printed Declaratiuns, 


with a great Rabble of /oud-mouth'd Haw- 


_ s, Male and Female, bellowing it on eve- 
y ſide of him; and 'tis ſuppoled by the 
1 in Aſtrology, that he will keep this 


Declaration as Religtouſl as ſome other Prin- 3 


ces beyond Sea have kept theirs : In ſhort, 

he pretends to preach the Goſpel Gratis, and 
indecd as he manages it, it 1s pity he ſhowd 
have a Farthing for it: He calls the reſt of 
his Cloth Hirelings, only for taking what 

the Law allows them, though unleſs the 
Fellow is bely'd, he would accept of a Pot 
of Ale from a Chimney-{weeper, and has 
preacſyõod a hundred times upon a Joint-ſtool 


ſor a pickPd Herring, and a Poringer of 


burnt Brandy. The Rozinante, on which 
this Don Quixote rode, had a Laurel-gar- 


land about his Head, and I dare ſwear, de- 


ſerv'd the Bays as well as his Maſter; for 
the Wretch, as I am inform'd, is troubled 

with a Whore of a Wife, and a Jilt of a 
Muſe, but the latter is more common Pro- 
Pirate of the two. Be 4 But, 


2 69 © 
Parſon, ſo \ call'd for his wearing 4: White © ö 
Hatband Scarf, and Surcingle, by which he 
di, [tinguiſhes. himſelf from the - reſt of his 
Brethren. I cou'd wiſh you had been here 


Fo Original Letters, 
But, dear Doctor, News is as ſcarce in 
Town, as Fees at the Bath, and it falls out 
unluckily for you and me, that we muſt 
change Places, to find what we want; for! 
hear you have a Mint at the Bath for Scan- 

dal, as we have hear for Money; ſo that tis 
but ſbiftizg the Scene, and we may draw 


Bills upon one another, to anſwer our ſeve- 


| 


ral Occaſions, till when, I am, 


Your moſt humble, &c. | 


Melaniſſa to Alexis. 


Ive me leave, my deareſt Alexis! give 


me leave, who /ove you better than 


my Life; to lay ſome of your failings be- 
fore you, and if I expreſs my ſelf with a lit- 
tle more warmth than becomes me, you will 
ealily forgive this freedom, unleſs I am 
mightily miſtałen in your Temper, when 


you find it wholly regard your own Intereſt 


and Welfare. 


It is not without a ſenſihle Concern that 
T fee you abandon your elf to the Bottie 
of late: A young Fellow, but eſpecially 
one like Alexis, ought to devote himſelf to 
another Divinity; old Age indeed 1 
allow? 


wa 
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allowd to ſupply its defect of Warmth with 
Wine, but Youth as it needs it not, ſo Na- 
ture adviſes it to purſue a more agrteable 
Game. But can any thing in the World be 
ſo abſurd as to ſurſeit our ſelves with Cordi- 
als, when we have not the leaſt Indiſpoſi- 
tion? | n 
Jo convince you then that my Com- 
plaint is neither anjuſt nor unreaſonable, I, 
EB who know ſo little of the World, and have 
nothing but Nature to guide me; I who 
am a Stranger to Language, and Style, and 
conſequently muſt naim my Thoughts, for 
want of knowing how properly to expreſs 
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them, will endeavour to deſcribe to you, a 


Night as it paſſes away in the Embraces of 


all the Tranſports and Tenderneſſes of Love, 
and the Night as it is commonly ſpent by 
what the Town call Men of Mit and Plea- 
ſantry, at the Roſe or Blue-poſts: a 
The Play is now over, and the Sparks, 
who while it was Acting, rallied the Vi- 
zard-Maſques, laughed aloud at their own 
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an agreeable Miſtreſs, accompany'd with 


No-jeſts, cenſur d the Dreſs and Beauty of 


all the Ladies in the Boxes; and, in ſhort, 
minded every thing, but the Repreſentation 
that brought them thither, begin now to 
File off, and gravely debate how and where 
to ſpend the Evening; At laſt the Tavern is 
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itcb'd upon, = Room taken, and our w 
Us earned Critiths | in Pleaſure ſeat themſelves at 
= -- round the Table. w 
= The Maſter of the Houſe is the firſt Per t- 
ſn they ſend to Adviſe with; who, aftera I of 
| thouſand Crin ages and Scrapes, tells them, to 
3 He lias the belt Champagne and Burgundy 1 in M 
Town, and is ſure to ask an exorbitant Price ſo 
for't, though tis a vile naſty. Mixture of th 
his own Brewing. After a long and fooliſh th 
Diſpute, the Rate is adjuſted, Napkins are I to 

called for, the Muff, Sword and Periwigg 
wicely laid up, and now lomething-Iike Ba- 2 
. eſs comes forward. : th 
When theſe grand Preliminaries are ſet- I an 
tied, the next portant Debate is, what H 
1 they muſt eat; fo the Cool is ſent for, who to 
recommends to them ſomething Nice and I an 
Dear; this Difficulty with much a-do got Fa 
_ over, the Glaſſes plentifully walk round, to MW w 
blunt and weaken that Appetite: which they up 
pretend to exczze by it. fto 
And now their Hearts begin to open, and I 5: 
their Tongues to communicate their molt ſe- I ba 
cret Thozghts, The topping Beauties of the the 
Town are the firſs Subjects of their Conver- W 
fation, and this is ſo ample a Field, that I his 
they ſoon loſe their way in it; one boaſts der 

of Favours receiv'd from a Lady, and is ve- 


1 en as to the Moles of her Body, 
wWuhom 
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hom perhaps he never ſam any where but 


at the Pla- houſe; another toſts a Counteſs, 
whom he pretends to admire in a moſt ex- 
traordinary manner, and gives broad Items 
of ſome condeſcending ſteps ſhe lately made 


towards him; after which he wipes his 


Mouth moſt demwurely. , In ſhort , tis re- 
ſolv'd by the Board, Nemine contradicente, 
that there is not one honeſt Woman in the 
three Kingdoms, who has Beauty enough 


to gain her a Lover. 


When this Argument is pretty well ex- 
hau ſted, the next thing they talk of, is 
the Authors of the Town, and what Books 
and Plays have lately appear'd:. Upon this 
Head, every Man in the Company affed#s 
to diſcover a peculiar Taſt and Judgment, 
and thinks he ſhews his Wit by finding 
Faults, where there are none; the Play, 
whatever it is, is taken to pieces, the Plot 
upon Examination, is found either to be 
ſtolen, or not to be well unravel'd, the 


Scenes are languiſhing, the Characters thread- 


bare, or not worth a Farthing; in fine. 
the Poet is ſent to the Devil for Want Or 


Wit, as the pert Critich thinks he ſhews 


his, by condemning what he doth not un- 
ferſt ana. 4 eget 
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J inn nen, 
All this while the #»codyBrirhmer walks 
inceſſantly round the Table, the Company I 5 
ſoon dwindles into private Cabals, every e 
Man talks bſi/y to his Neighbour, Affairs W v 
of State are determin d, this Miniſter is dif. Wl ;, 
plac'd, and Yother Man put into his room; WW 6 
The Proceedings in Parliament laid down if 
before-hand, and *tis concluded what Regi- t 
ments ſhall tand, and what be broken, af. be 
ter this Pun#ilio's of Honour. come to be i b 
diſcuſs a, the freſheſt Duels behind Moun. 8 
tague-houſe, and Chelſey-fields are learned ju 
run over. Sir John -— 15 a Coward for n 
_ ſuffering Captain to tread upon his 
Toes in the Put, and not calling him to Ar. WW 
count for it; Damn you, cries another I ch. 
Jack —— is as Gallant a Knight as ever 2 
drew Sword, and whoever ſays any thing N 
to the contrary, is a Son of a Whore anda Nl 82 
Villain, and I'll cut his Throat; with that 
he throws a Bottle at t'other's Head, the WW ou 
Glaſſes go to rack, the Table is overturn'd; 
nothing but Diſorder and Confuſion is in the 
Room, and all this Mirth and Jollity con- 
cludes in Murder. VC 

Dr if the Scene doth not end altogether 
fo Trazically, but they part Friends as they 
came in, ten to one but a merry Þrolick is 
propoſed : The Quarters of ſome ill natu- 
red Coquette are to be beaten up, and her 
1 poor 
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by Mr. Brown. 


carrying on this Attaque with unparallelled 


Vigour and Gallantry; behold the Saper- 
intendaut of the Night, with his truſty 
Guard of Myrmidons falls upon their main 
Body; ſome of our Heroes lie ſprawling in 
the Kennel, with their truſty and well- . 
beloved Periwigs, Hats, and Muffs lying 

by 'em; the embroider'd Coat is all over 
cover'd with Dirt and Blood, the well- ad- 
juſted Cravat torn to Rags, the Sword ei- 


ther broken or carried off in the Tamalt; 


and thus, after a well-favour'd Drubbing, 
our Sparks make a ſhift to craw/ home to 
their Lodgings, if the Nocturnal Magi- 


ſtrate and his Canibals, don't hurry *em to 
New-priſon or the Round-houſe, the uſual 
Sanctuary of ſuch Adventurers. 5 


But ſuppoſe nothing of this happens, and 
our merry Gentlemen get home /afe from 
the Tavern, without any Dz/aſter or Cala- 

mity by the way; yet the next Morning 
calls em to a ſevere Account, for the Miſ- 
demeanors and Intemperance of the pre- 
ceeding Night: Their Head ates, their 
whole Frame is in diſorder, they are inca- 
pable of reliſbing either Books or Converſa- 
tion; even Maſick it ſelf, with all its boaſt- 
e Efficacy, is not able to allay their * 5 
n eee 


e Mr. Brow. 785 
poor Windows muſt feel the fad Effects of 
their Heroick Valour; but while they are 
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the moſt nne Diſbes are nauſeous! 0 


em, they ffarve amidſt the: greateſt profi: 


for of Luxury, and "curſe that Extrava- 


gance over Night that Srarves them the 
next Day in the midſt of Plenty. Tis cet- 
tain, that T have been favourable in this 
Deſcription, tis certain that 1 have not ſet 
down half the Diſorders that accompany a 
Debauch while *tis a making, nor h alf the 
ill Effects that happen after it. Let us now 
furn the Tables, to find whether Love can 
be reproach*d with any of theſe Inconveni- 
_ ences that uſe to attend Drunkenneſs : Let 
us ſee how the Moments wear away in the 

Embraces of a delicious wet and then 
| we ſhall ſoon diſcover on which ſide the Ad. 

_ vantages lie, and be able to decide this Con- 

cover © 

I I know very well that I want Eloquence 
and Language, to deſcribe the Raptures and 
Tranſports of Love as they e how- 


ever, I am ſo well aſſurꝰd of the Goodzeſs of 
my Cauſe that although I am an anſit Ad- 
vocate to defend it, yet I don't muck de- 


pair of carrying my Point. 


The long expected Night at laſt arrives 


when Amyatas is to be made happy in the 
With his 


Arms of his beloved Dorinda. 
Head full of a thouſand delightful Ideas, 
(for Love 18 ſo good-narur'd, as to pay his 
Y otaries 


Votaries part of their Pleaſure before-h 
he comes to the happy Manſion, where 
chief Treaſure of his Soul reſides, he Ezocks. 
rently at the Poor; the traſty Maid con. 


in Silence aud ö 
{o croud upon him, th hy a- 
not her in the Paſſage; after he is a little rer 
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lads him to his Miſtreſs. Apartment. 
At the fr Interview, he. is all rapt up 
aſtoniſhment, his Thoughts 


im, that they hinder onè a- 


cover'd, he endeavours toe; but, alas! 
his Eyes talk infinitely more than his 


Tongue. On hey part, the Confuſion is no 


les and her Joys equally tumultuous ; thus 
inding themſelves unable to Diſcourſe, they 


tell their Paſſion in Ss and Glances; they 
confirm it by repeated Kzſſes, and at every 


V their flattering Souls meet at their 
Haff on ae Wee 


Amyntas ſqueezes that Hand, which al- 


moſt diſſolves in the touch; he preſſes thoſe 


glowing Brea? that wow'd warm the cold--. - * 


elt Hermit; but all this, is nothing but the 
Prologue to the ſucceeding Drama. Love 


calls upon em for a more Jabſtantial Repaſt, 
though they are ndreſt in a Minute, yet 


tis very Minute ſeems an Age; and now 


bear, 


ſion, where the 


they are going to taſt all that Felicity, which. 
ove can beſtow, or Humane Nature can 


The 
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The Candle is put out to hide the bluſhes 


of Dorinda; ſhe finds her eager Lover by 


her ſide, who coſt her ſo many Tears and 
Sighs in private. The happy Lover is loft 
in a Labyrinth of pleaſure; ſometimes he 
abandons her Breaſt for her Mouth, and 
ſometimes her Month for her Breaſt, and is 
only uneaſie he cannot Kiſs em both roge- 
ther. He Faints, he grows Giddy with 
the Exceſs of Joy : nothing but half-formed 
Words and Murmurs can come from him; 
at laſt he approaches Love's Altar at laſt 


he But here my Pen fails me, I am 


forced to draw a Veil over thoſe Raptures, 
which 'tis not in the Power of morta! Elo- 
eee Io 7 
Thus our happy Lovers, after they have 
paid repeated Oblations to Love, lay in- 
tranced in one anothers Arms, and act over 
in their buſie Dreams, the delicious Scene 
that ſo tranſported *em mating. 
The. Morning approaches, the bluſhing 
Morning awalens the tranſported Pair. 
Amyntas is beholding to its Light, for ſhow 
ing him the Nymph, in whoſe Embraces he 
ſo agreeably paſt the Night. She charmed 
him in the Dark, ſhe raviſhes him in the 
Light; and the only Ureaſineſs that attends 
their Happineſs, is Impatience to repeat the 
Bs. 7 | | 
„„ Both 
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Both the Lovers riſe equally ſatisfied, 


with having done their Parts, with Gayety 


Souls : Parting gives them ſome Pain, but 
: 2 4 4 o5 : f : 7 Iz . . „ 5 : 
that is ſufficiently recompenſed at their next 


Thus I have endeavour'd, my Alexis, 
to ſhow what a vaſt Difference there is be- 
tween a Night marderd in the Bxcefs of 
Wine, and a Night conſecrated to Love. 

Though no Truth is more evident thars. 


this; yet our Towth; poſſeſs'd by what fatal 


Stupidity, I cannot tell, generally Sacrifice 
to the Deity, who rewards his moſt con- 
ſtant Worſhippers the worſt. - Triftead of 
following the Dictates of Nature, whom 
they ought to obey, they treat her like an 
Enemy, and profane thoſe Temples, where 
they ought to pay their Devotions: - 

I know well enough, that you Gentle- 
men, don't much care to be Adviſed by 
thoſe frail Things call'd Women, arid per- 


| haps too you will tell me, that Intereſt has 


made me fay all this. However, let me 
conjure you to beſtow a few rhoughts upon 
what I have offer d to you, and believe that 


no one loves you fo dearly and tenderly as 


* 


* 
- 
* 
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? Melaniſſa; 
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A Letterof Galenry.” / 

M* 2 Sir, 1 / 
Hat I am no 2 tranger to your c 5 6 
cter (tho?, I bleſs my Stars for it, 11 / 

am to your Perſon) you'll ſoon find, if youll t 
give your ſelf the trouble to read tlie ſol. : 
lowing Lines: There is no great pleaſure T 
indeed in drawing Monſters : however, 1! 
ſince it may be of Publick Advantage to |: 
have 'em deſcribed in their true proper Co- 4 
lours „that others may avoid,; and deteſt WW a 
em, I have vertur'd at the Task, and how © 
well I have performed it, leave your ſelf to 7 
be Judge. IO accommodate my ſelf: to the  \ 


- Diale& of your Profeſſion, I will begin my 7; 
Letter like a Bond, with a Noverint Uni. t 
_werſs: And may all Men gy; know 1c 
by theſe Preſents , That Mr. M. C. is the + 
verieſt pertifog ging Raſcal that ever ſcan- 

_ daliz?d a Green Bag, or came wirhin the ſe 
Walls of Weftminſter-Hall,, __ Fl 
I have often wonder'd, that Providence y 
ſhowd be at the Trouble and Expence of C 
Diſordering the whole Fabrick of Nature, G 


when it has decreed to puniſh us with e 
| Dearths 


0 9 nm 2. 
| il 
2 


b nee, of  M 
Dearths and Fumines, ſince it iy ga BM 
more compendious Way to work, and effect 

all theſe Calamities by tlie Miniſtry of Law- 
ers. . Give a true Lamer but Pen, Ink, 
and Parchment, and TI dare engage he Will 1 [. 
ſtarve the Country ten Miles round him. 1 
The moſt odious Animals, and the moſt » Ml 

„ contemptible Inſects, have ſome «ſe or other, 

I living or dead, or at leaſt ſerve to diverſifie 

che Univerſe: Toads, they ſay, ſuck up 

che Venome of the Earth; Snakes are nſefw! 

re in Medicine; but it wou'd puzle the wiſeſt 

„ Naturaliſt to find out any thing good in 4 

to lawyer. I mean ſuch abominable Iacendi- 

o- M #7725 as thou art, who thrive by Rapine, 

and batten upon Extortion, and build their 

con Fortune upon the Deſtruction of thoſe 

to poor Wretches who fly to them for Juſtice, 

he We fee puny Raſeals, of a lower Claſs, 

ny trußb d up every Seſſions, for petty Rogue- 

ni · tics to thine; for eaſing the Hedges of ſome 

ov louſie Linnen, for nimming of Cloabs, ſteal- 

he 722 of fupernumerary Spoons, &. When 

n- Gigantic overgrown Villains, like thy ſelf, 

he ſet a whole County together by the Ears, 

and pick their Pockets during the Fray, 

ice yet are ſo far from being call'd to an Ac- 

01 count for it. But tho, Sir, theſe wort 

re, | Gentlemen have Tricks and Evaſions 

ith Y enough to eſcape Juſtice here, yet gy; 

| 1 . 
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Cent. Mp Cent. Intereſt, for their Cheating 
in another World, The Devil never keeps I fr 
+> Holiaay in good earneſt, but when an | At- 2 

torne of thy Complexion makes a perpendi- 
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cular Leap into his Dominions; and he will Ke 
no more part with him, when he has got“ 


him into his Clutches, than one of his own en 
Lawyers will refund a Fee; Poſſeſſion being 
eleven Points of the Law in Hell, as well as if 
in Wefmiefter- Fall,” 1 07G! ond 
Thus, Sir, you ſee I have made a little 
Familiar with you and your Function, and 
perhaps am bolder than welcome : But, Sir, 
I have a ſmall Favour to requeſt of you, 
which T mult tell you before-hand you 
mult not deny me. What I have to propoſe 
to you is not aureaſonable or difficult ; I 
neither deſire you to make Reſtitution of 
what you have a»juftly plunder'd from ſo 
many Families, (for J know a true Attor- 
ney wou' d ſooner be damm d than do that) 
nor to build Hoſpitals, (unleſs it be one for 
your old Father, Sir, who Grazes they tel 
me upon the Common: No, Sir you ſhall 
find me the faireft, the eaſieſt Man you 
dealt with, 0 (7 8 
Is am informed your Houſe ſtands by the 
ſide of a famous River, which looks as if 
Providence deſign'd you for the End I ad- 
+ viſe. you to: So, Sir, if you pleaſe, 2 4 
; = e theſe 
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y NM Brown... O& 
theſe fre Mornings to take a Leap into it 
from your Garret, it will be the beſt-na- 
tur'd thing you ever did in your Life; by 

the by, Sir, you need not cram your Poc- 
kets with Stones or Lead, to make you 

ſint, for your own Sins are: ponderous 

enough to do your buſoeſs Without em, if 
the Proverb don't ſecure you. But, Sir, 
if you don't fancy drowning, as perhaps you 


mayn't, (and as I told you before, you 
ſhall find me the moſt reaſonable Man in the 
Univerſe) why then, Sir, I wou'd ad- 
viſe you to hang your ſelf in your Cloſet, in 
your Wie's Garters, or to rip up your Guts 
with a Caſe· knife, or to cut your Jugulars 
with a Razor, or to tate a good large Doſe 
of Opium; or laſtly, to noc your Brains out 
againſt a Brick-wall: but then, Sir, take my 
Word for't, you muſt knock hard; for, 
your Neighbours tell me, you have got a 
confounded #hi:k Scull. In ſhort, Sir, I 
ſhan*tinfiſt nicely upon the How, the Where, 
or the Muhen, provided the thing be done 
in any reaſonablę Time: and I promiſe you 
under my Hand, that the Bells ſhall ring 
merrily, as ſoon as it is accompliſh'd; and 
to encourage you to proceed in this Affair, 
can aſſure you, that you'll Oblige no leſs 
than a whole County by it, and particularly 
T.)u0ͤ-ͥ ur unknown Friend, &c, 


"rg F0- - 


% To 15.0 Moule, PY T 


b ” Len ters, 


| Sllercon-Hlal 
near Nottingham. ot 


Den Sir, F th e Fly 28. 99. 
Ccordin to Promiſe I had written to 

you laſt Saturuq;, but that I was ob- 

Vs ed 70 Accompany ſome Gentlemen that 


Neotning| to Richmond, in Expectation of 


hearing fine Muſick, which never in. the 


Play-houſe had paſs d 'the Cenſure of a Pit- 


Fop; and drinking true Languedoc, never 
yet debauch'd in a Vintners Cellar. But it 
happen d quite otherwiſe with us: For the 


Wine was ſuch ſophiſticated Stuff, that 1 
told the Company, it ſet Drunkenneſs on 


the ſame Level with Swearing; I mean by 


diſarming it of all Excaſes: And as for the 


Muſick, it was ſo abominable, that half a 
dozen W elſÞ-harpers met upon St. David's 


Day, to make merry over a Meſs of Leek- 
_ porridge, could not have tormented the 


Ears of a Parcel with more execrable; I 


dare almoſt ingage, that had the ſame Fel- 
| lows play'd upon the fame Inſtruments be- 


fore the Town of Jericho, the Walls would 
have paid the fame C ompliment to their 
Harmony, as they did to that of the Le- 


vites, , for nothing could have patience to 


fend 
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new Song for Breakfaft, © 
When I had the Happineſs of feein 


+ . ma 


Wie, ſcarce vouchſafed to exchange a Word  % WM 


— 


fail'd of writing to her every Poſt, and lon- 
e 


8 


|  Eycophron or Pindar. 


thodicall as an 
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ger Letters too, than a Kok Fa 


when he recommends himſelf to his Patron. 
for a fat Livin ing. The reaſon of it 1s plain, 
becauſe all Ble/ings (and ſuch I ſay is Mr. 


M——'s Converſation to me, and every 75 


that knows him) are never throughly. 


der ſtood when we have*em in our o fon, von, 
and are never ſo much valued, as when they 


are at ſome diſtance from us. 


Thus, my dear Friend, for want of ſome- 


thing elle to entertain you, I have fallen, 


the Lord knows how , into making Moral 


Reflections, which was never my Talent; 
but if a Man is to govern himſelf by the 


Examples he ſecs in this wicked. Town 


don't know why I ſhould not be allow'd to 


Talk out of my Element, as well as a Thou- 


fand more whom I cou'd name to you, were 


I diſpoſed to be ill-natur'd: I co tell you 
of a certain famous Painter, who anderſtands 


his Trade and Buſineſs, as well as moſt - 
Men living, and yet is perpetually new 


modeling the Government, and harping 
upon Politiques, which he underſtands juſt 
as much as the Lord- Mayor and Aldermen do 
I know a City Phy- 
fician, who can diſpatch his Patients as me- 


ways murd Bog of Rhimes, and feeling the 
[ET „„ Fulle 


of the College, yet in ſpite 
of Nature and his own Genius, will be al- 
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bo Mr. Brow: 87 
Pulſe of the Muſes: and another of the Fa- 
culty near Charing-croſs, who inſtead of Ga- 
len and Hippocrates is perpetually puzling 
himſelf with Daniel, and the Revelations. 
I know a Lawyer perfectly well verſed in 
all the Myſteries of Conveyancing, who 
by his good Will, Talks of nothing in all 
Companies, but the Merits of Cow Piſs and - 
the modern Diſpute betwixt Alcalis and 
Acids, There is alſo a famous Parſon I could, 
mention to you near St. Dunſtan s, who © 
Preaches his Pariſh faſt aſleep every Sunday 
with the Opium he puts in his Sermon, yet 
over his Coffee muſt be ſetling the Affairs 
of Europe, the Succeſſion of Spain, and the 
Union of the two Eaſt-India Companies, of 
all which he Talks more wretchedly than a 
Poet of Trade, or a Beau of Religion; tho?, 
by the by, this muſt be ſaid in his Jaſtiſica- 
tion, that he talks much better of any Thing 
elſe than what he was educated to. 5 
I can't tell how you'll reliſh ſuch an inſi- 


vid Lerter as this, bur tis my A. fenen at 


preſent „that I can't furniſh you a better 
reat: For my part, I had rather Rob the 
Hittle, or quote Second-hand Sayings from 
a Second-hand Wit at Wills Coffee-houſe, 
than be beholding to thoſe dall Rogues that 
Write the Weekly News-papers : Howe-  - 
ver, I hope to make you Amends the Z 
e oſt: 
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Poſt; 7 in, the mean time beg leave; to 1 
. Subſcribe" my ſelf,” 3 
Six, yr * ohio, Ke: per 


Bags bar; 
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Dear St, ont Fg 07 lent 14399. Dai 
1 Aving nothing of our own Growthto Ia P 
Entertain you with, I ſtole into a Mc 
Ne, Coffee-houſe near Soho this Aſter- Nene 
noon ; by the ſame token T was within an for 1 
Ace of being talked to Death, by a parcel N beet 
of Hugonots, who made me undergo a ſe- eig 
verer Per ſection, than ever they or their Abr 
Fathers ſuffered. *Twas my misfortune to n tl 
ask one of them, that fat next me, a que- © 
ſtion about the Edict of Nantes, and imme- 
diately the whole Pack open d upon me at 
once, and fell a railing at the Tyranny off 
their quondam K g, Ike ſo many Alms- 
folks at the Church-wardens of their Pariſh, 
I thought it the beſt way to make no reph 
to them, but remove to another Table 
leaſt T ſhould give theſe well-bred people 
freſb occaſion to murder me with their Civi 
lities. FO" . of th 
fs wie 
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When this noiſy $aepo! Was pretty well 
over, 1 began to examine the Foreign Pa- 
pers, to ſee what News. But Europe, as 


large as it is; and Europe let me ſee— 


from the fartheſt Extremity of Spain, to the 
remoteſt Parts of Maſcovy, is at leaſt two 
thouſand Miles in length, more than I ſhall 
ever be Maſter off; Europe, T ſay, that con- 
tains two Empires, fourteen Ringdoms, and 
che Devil knows how many Principalities, 
Dukedoms, Marquiſates and Earldoms, with 
a Pope at the Head of it too, that loves to 
{ce Miſchief go forward with all his heart, 
s not able at preſent to furniſh out a Letter 
for you; but to ſatisfie you, that I have not 
been wanting , on my part, to hunt for Fo- 
reign Occurrences, I have here ſent you an 
Abridgment of the moſt material. Paſſages 
10 Win the Outlandiſh Gazette. 
Our laſt Letters from Warſaw adviſe; that | 
Ithree Poles were run through the Guts, by 
three German Soldiers, and that ſome of the 
mall Diets are broke up in a Heat; But, 
Iilas, what are Murders and Matinies in 


minion of Wales, They talk too, that the 
Cardinal Primate, grumbles in bis Gizard, 

e Find is not fo wr affected to his new Mo- 
rarch as he ſhould be; But the Gentlemen 
af the facred W have a privileg to be 


ſawey | 


Poland? No more than Simony in the Do- 
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| ſewiy with Crowd Heads. For my part, I | 
wonder that none of our. Clergy 2 N 


thought it worth the while to ſend him 


Biſhop Over hall's Convocation-book. For 


certainty what help*d to open the Eyes of 


the DP of ? can never fail of working | 


Miracles, in ſo omar a Co | try 


Poland. e 
Madrid, Jul) 20. The King: of. Spain's 8 


Health is of late much alter d for the better, 
he Eats and Walks to a Miracle; for Ve- 
ſterday at Dinner, he ravenouſly devour'd 


a whole Lark, and without any one to ſup- 


port him, made a ſhift to walk threeſcore 
paces out-right. This Re-eſtabliſhment of 
his Health, the Prieſts ten to one, will Fa- 
ther upon fome She or He Saint, that knows 


nothing of the Matter; but I heard a mer- . 
ry Gentleman a Day or two ago Account 


for it otherwiſe. As Monica ſaid of her be- 
loved Son St. Auſtims Converſion, That it 
was impoſſible for a Son of ſo many T ears 
ever to miſcarry; ſo 'tis impoſſible, crys 
this Gentleman, that a Monarch, whoſe 
Health is drank in all the Taverns in Chri- 
ſtendom, which are not Frexchify'd, ſhould 

4 find himſelf amiſs, and I 
1 (nk rde deer daily put up my prayers to 
Myſterious Will, and the Heaven, continues he, that 


Duke of Anjou's acceſſion 
to the Crown of pain, we a Cer tain * Perſon, 72 who 


find ir has not fucceeded. 5 waits ä 
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waits ſo impatiently for a certain. dead 
Man's Spaniſh Slippers, may go barefoot, 
and not have ſo much as a Pair of French 
Wooden-ſhooes to keep him out of the 
ö 

þ 
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Paris, July 23. The King's Statue was 
lately ſet up here in the Place de Vandome; 
tis a perfect Coloſſus, and Mon, Girardin 
has made it appear, That our Monarch has 
been drawn three times bigger than the 
Life, not only by his Parſons, his Poets, and 
his Hi/ftoriographers , but by his Statuaries 
too. The Ceremony of the Erection was 
very magnificent, ſeveral of the Wobility, 
che Councellors of the Parliament, and the 
Principal Citizens, aſſiſted at it in all their 
KFormalities; and if it had been the Cuſtom 
of the place, the City Recorder had made a 
handſome Speech to the Figure. Our Let- 
ters from all parts of the Kingdom inform 
us, that the poor Hugonots are 3 
ten times more ſeverely, if poſſible, than 
the Witches in Scotland, and tis thought de- 
ferve it as little. W 
Rome, July 10. Our laſt Letters from 
hence adviſe, that mighty Preparations are 
] making for the enſuing Jubilee, moſt of the 
” | Charnel-houſes and Tooth-drawers Shops have 
been disſurniſhed of late, on purpoſe to pro- 
, vide Reliques for the great number of Vota- 
| ries 


. On Original Letters, 
ries we expect here. A Carmelite Friar 
bas brought a moſt valuable rarity with him 

from the Holy- land, which he preſented laſt 
Meek to the Old Gentleman: Tis the 
Comb which belong d to the Cock that ſet 
St. Peter a Weeping; and the Pope, they 
ſay, deſigns to make a Preſent of it to a pe- 


culiar Favourite, who has ſacrificed his All 


for his Holineſs. We are like to be over- 
run with Strumpets from all Parts of Chr;- 
Fendom, who flock hither partly to wipe off 
their old Scores, and partly to Need freſh 
Tick with Heaven. Tis found by a mo- 
deſt Computation at preſent, that they are 
at leaſt ten Harlots to one Church man alrea- 
dy. How will they be over- power'd then, 
when the whole Poſſe is got to Rome; How- 
ever it is hoped that we ſhall have a ſpeedy 
Reinforcement of Brawny well-chin'd Re- 
gulars, and Seculars from the North, to keep 
the Balance more even between the Gown 
and the Petticoat. This is the firſt time 
that ever a Plarality of Concubines was 
thought a Grievance at Rome, © 
Amſterdam, July 30. The Magiſtrates 
of this place lately took it into their pious 
Conſiderations, to reform the Abuſes of the 
Long Cellar, and one of them propoſed to 
have it lock'd up; for which he had lik'd 
to have been De-Mitted by the _— ons 
—- | arcel 


. 


3 i da 3 * 8 N 1 9 18 | 
Parcel of Saylars hearing of it, gather'd in 
great numbers about his Houſe, demoliſhd 
a thr Gee Hud nor oe ofthe . 
ping Burgomaſters pacified them, by. telling 


them the old Immunities, and Privileges 
of the Long Cellar ſhou'd be continued to 
them and their-Heirs for ever. It was like- 
r- wiſe propoſed. in our Councel, to lay ſome 
i new Penalty upon Drunlenneſs; but it be- 
ff ing repreſented to them, that it Would 22. 
ſh I eſe the People, and bring down the Ex- 
o- %, for that reaſon they went no farther in 
re it. Laſt Week four Men and as many Wo- 
a-. men came from the Datei of Juliers to this 
n, Place, with a Spick-and-Span nem Religion 
w- (as 'tis reported) the whole Contents of 
dy which may be carried in, the compaſs of a 
de. Snnff-box : They give out that it is the ea2- 
xp 14 and cheapeſt Religion that ever was 
nown, and therefore offered it to the 
me S:azes;who after the Genius of all Common- 
vas wealths are for ſaving the penny in every 
ching. If their Motion is rejected, they 
tes deſign en for England, and ſee, what 
ous Market they can make of their em Religion 
the with our new Reformers in London. IMO 
| to] learned Criticks of the Univerſity of Legden 
id have had a long Conteſt about the right 
or 4 Spelling of Virgils name, that is to tay, 
1 . 
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Who being a Perſon of ſingular Humanity 


Esenburg, July 29. We have not hac 
theſe ten Years ſo favourable a Summer a: 
now; ſo that we don't doubt, but that ouij 
| Shoes will ripen ; and the Kzrk has appoint 

ed a general Thankſgiving for it: Fift 
two Witches are in Cuſtody in ſeveral Pri 
ſons in this Kingdom, and many terrib/, 
Things arealledg'd againſt *em, and ſom 
of them have been ſuch ſly Jades to ow! 


the Maſs Johns. The chief diſcove 
rer of them is a Pulpit-drubber by Profeſſt 

on, who knows all the Witches forms in th 
Kingdom; and with his Kzrk Terriers wi 


ſhort time; but others, who are not alte 


34 Original Letters, 

and old Marbles, and Manuſcripts have 
been plentifully quoted in a diſpute. of fo 
great importance, but at laſt, they have a. 


„ 


whether tis to be written with an e or an i, 


greed to referr the Matter to D. B—-y 


tis not doubted but he will do it to Satis 


themſelves guilty, chuſing to be burnt out 
right, rather than be daily perſecuted b 


Unearth you ten of them in a Morning 
We build great matters.upon our new Cc 
lony at Darien, and talk of covering all th 
Churches in Edenburgh with Silver Tiles in 


gether ſo Sanguine, are of Opinion, th: 
all theſe mighty expectations will comet 


i 


* 15 
4 a 


ance to Fate, and oppoſed the Decrees-of 
Providence, for as Heaven from all Eterni 
ty decreed; the Germans to be Drunkards, - 
the Spaniards to be grave. ſolemn; Cox- 
combs , the French to be Slaves, the Jem 
to be Raſcals, and the Engliſh to be Muti- 
niers; ſo he predeſtinated the Scots to be 
Pedlars; accordingly we find, all other 
Nations acquieſce in what Providence had 
order'd for them, Ilie Germans to this Day 
get Drunk before Noon, the Spaniard is 
not to be whipt out of his Pace, the French 
carry Packſadles, and ſo will do in Secals [i 
Secalorum, the Jews Cheat on, and tze 
Engliſb once in a Century ſend a Monarch 
a grazing, only the Scots muſt kick againſt i 
the Decrees of Fate, and inſtead of Pedlars, .* 
a Title their Anceſtours aquieſced in for 
two thouſand Years, and upward, ſet uůu pn 
for Merchants, forſooth; but if ever they © 
make any thing on't, ſays he, (and if the 
are not at laſt reduc'd to their old ancien 
——PP Eee. 
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edluriſn) I'll forfeit my Reputatic 
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Heaven. 


Ihus, Sir, I have ſent you the moſt im- 


portant Occurrences I cou d find in the Fo. 


ſes to be an inexhauſtible Magazine of 


News and Scandal, it affords neither at pre- 


ſent. Our Rau are all gone down to Tun. 
bridee and the Bath, in hopes to make Con- 
| mow in both thoſe places; where J pre- 


ſume they will ſucceed as well, as our dear 


Brethren beyond the Tweds in their new Ca. 


ledonian Plantation; and return a Month or 
two hence to Town with their Pockets as 


empty as their Heads. The Lawyers are 
gone down to their reſpective Quarters to 


fow Diſſention amongſt his Majeſty's liege 


People in the Country, and will reap, no 
doubt owt, a moſt plentiful Herveſt next 


Michaelmas-Term. Our old red-noſed Cla- 


. ret-drinkers have now left us, to recruit, 
by a Vacation-ſobriety, their decayed Car- 


caſes, and enable em to fit up whole 
Nights with the Parliament-men the next 
Winter. In ſhort, the Stock-jobbers have 


left the Change, and the Citizens are half 


of 


* * d 


ID 


- . n ä 
e 
F* k * ho 
p 5 . - 


Prophet to you. Altho*they have cheated 
King William out of an Act of Parliament, 

I believe they will find it a hard matter, 

with all-their Craft and Cunning, to cheat 
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of *em gone to Epſom, in order to Cuckold 


one another, which is all the News at pre- 


ſent from 
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From the Gun-Muſick-Booth is Smirlificld, 


Aug. 28. 99. 
All Things are huſh'd, as Law it ſelf were dead, 
Poor penſive Fleetſtreet, drops its mournful Head; 
Smooth Alcalies in Peace with Acids ſieep; | 
The Church and Stage no longer Difference keep; 
The Strand's a Deſart grown. | LE OR 


N D now the Spirit-of Verſification 
leaving me in the lurch, I come to 


tell you in honeſt Proſe, that I mean no 


more by all this rumbling Stuff, than to let 
you kr. o this is the long Vacation, which 
Lawyers, poor Whores, and T aylors, as well 
as many other Trades agree to carſe molt 
plentifully. Yet tho? the generality of our 


people are glad this penitential Seaſon is 


near expired, for my part, I cou'd heartily 
wiſh, as a Soldier does by the Wars, or a 
„„ Moman 
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You'll Fell me, 8 tkis is a Furies 


For why the Plague ſhowd a Man deſire to 


be in Town, lien it is à Solitude in a man- 
ner, and all the beſt. Company is gone to 


| Taubridge, Epſom or the Bath ? All this may 
be bs but before you and I part, per- 
haps I may bring you to be of my Opini- | 
on, I mean, reconcile you! to, the Lang Va- 


Side 3-8 74 MA 7.1 n 
In the firſt pass You mult bade that 
J hate to be in a Crowd ; for which reaſod 


I Wonder, why ſo many wiſe Gentlemen 


ſhou'd be ſo fond to go to the Jubelee at 
Rome, where they are like to be SH 
and crowded," as much as a Spectator at a 
Country Bull. baiting, and with almoſt as 
bad a Mob. I hope you'll pardon the fami- 
liarity of the Expreſſion, for indeed, when 
J conſider what a motly Hefd of Prieſts, 
Fops, and Bigots, will troop thither upon 
this Occaſion, I cannot find in my heart to 

give them a better N ame. In ſhort, I love 


iche long Vacation upon the ſame account 
that ſome boneſt Claret-drinkers love walk- 
ing Home at Midnight, becauſe the Streets 
are 8 and not 0 cb Nel as at other 
times. Beſides, London is at no time of the 


"Year {0 "uy peopPd ns be a 
ut 
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bales a Many winds a little Mieke Fg | 
Company. enough of both Sees,; to the 
ruine of his Health and Conſumption of his 


Eſcate. But this is not all, a univerſal Spirit 


of Ctvilitꝭ reigns over all the Town; the 
Tradeſmen are more : cohfiding 5 and the 


Harlots better natur d. I 


A Vintner, Who, in the butry * Mi 


chaelmas- Term, is as difficult of 4 2 as A 
privy-councellor, will now. give you lits 
Company for asking,. and perhaps club iche 
Bottle in to the Bargain; and the very ind} 
vidual Damſel, with whom a Month or 
two hence, nothi ing below a; Senator Will 
go down, or at leaſt a Man that will bribe 
as deep, is now ſo humbled by the Empti weſs 
of the Town, that for the Credis of being 
carried in a Ce bach to her Lodgings, and the 
Expence of a Bottle of Viue, to treat her 
Landlady, ſhe-will put on a clean Smock 
to oblige you, without ſo much AS: e 
Money to pay the Landreſs, 


I cowd ſay a thouſand things 8 in | 


behalf of the Vacation, but I ſhall content 
my ſelf at preſent, with obferving, that it 


produces Bartholomew. Fair; and wen : | 


have faid that, I think it needs no farther 
Panegyrick. If Antiquity carries any weight 
with it, the Fair has enough to ſay for it 
elf on that Head, Fourſcore Years ago, 
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and better, it afforded Matter enough for 
one of our beſt Comedians to Compoſe a 
Play upon it: But Smitrhfeld is another ſort 
_ ofa Place now to what it was in the Times 
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Thunder and Lightning, for Songs and Dau- 
bes, for ſublime Fuſtian and magnificent Nor. 
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of Honeſt Ben; who, were he to riſe out of 
his Grave, wou'd hardly believe it to be 
the ſame numerical ſpot of ground where 
Juſtice Over-do made fo bufie a Figure, 
where the Crop-ear d Parſon demoliſh'd a 


| Ginger-brtad & tall, where Nightingale of har- 
monious memory ſung Balads, and fat Vy- 


fats ſold Pig and botled Ale. C5 IN 
As I have obſerv'd to you, this noble 


Fair is quite another thing than what. it 


was in the laſt Age; It not only deals in the 
humble Stories of Criſpin and Criſpianus, 
Whittington's Cat, Batemay's Ghoſt, with 
the merry Conceits of the little Pickle-her- 


ring; it produces Opera's of its own growth, 


and is become a formidable Rival to both 


the Theaters. It beholds Gods deſcending 
from Machines, who expreſs themſelves in 
A Language ſuitable to their Dignity : It 


trafficks in Heroes, it raiſes Ghoſts and Ap. 
paritions ; it has repreſented the Trojan 
Horſe, the Workmanſhip of the divine Epe. 
4s; it has ſeen St. George encounter the 
Dragon, and overcome him. In ſhort, for 


ſence, 


5 
* 


ſence, it 


this preſent Writing, your humble Servant 


is.in a Muſick-Boorh,, yer, though he is di 
ſtrated with a thouſand Noiſes and Objects, 
as + Maid whirling round with a dozen Ras 
piers at her Neck, a Dance of Chimmey-ſwee- 


pers, and a Fellow ſtanding on his Head on 


the top ofa Quart. pot, he has both Leiſure 


and Patience enough to Write to you, 


Smithfield had always the Reputation of 
being a Place of Perſecution, with this dif. 
ference, that the Nomen do that in this Age 

which the Prieſts did in the laſt, and make 


as many poor Sinners ſuffer by Fire. 


Cheap-fide Cits come to ſee horned 


PUR 


Beaſts brought hither from all Parts.of the 
World, when they might behold the very 


ſame Monſters at home, if they wou'd but 6 
be at the pains of conſulting their W] n 


L ooking-glaſſes : Our pious Reformers have 
been long endeavouring to put down this 


Nurſery of Wickedneſs. and Irreligion, as 
they call it; but the beloved Wives of their 
own Boſoms, and their vertuous Daughters, 
better underſtand their own Intereſt, than 


to loſe any Opportunity of getting abroad 
5 „„ 


and 


Mr. Brown.“ _ 

| "WO 3 T9730 OPEN | 2 
Lincolus-inn. Fields. 0 But, 10 leave off this | 
Bombaſt, with which the Booths; have in- 
fected me, and deliver my ſelf in a more 
familiar Stile, you. are to know, that, at 
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| and planting —— or ene, 4 thi 
their — did before then W. 
Ceertainly no Place ſets Mankind more ag 
0 upon a level than Smithfield does; Lords and I it 
 Bellows-mentders, Beaux and Fleders of aerd il 
Horſes, Colonels and . Foot-ſoldiers, Baudf Ml ju 
and Women of Vertut, walk Cheek by Jole C. 
in the. Claiſters, and joſtle one anotherby W 
Candle-light, as familiarly as Nat Less ac 
Gods in Oedipus joſtle one another in the Il 4 
dark. The poor Vizard-masks ſuffer moſt Il S. 
unmercifully, for no ſooner can tey ſhow. 
their Heads within this bleſſed Place of All 
freedom and no quarter, but away they are 
hurried into a corner, and a hundred Sher 
hands are about them at once, to examine 
vVvhether they carry any Cc ontraband Goods 
about them. 
The Woman and ner Children in Ahe 
Maccabers, that choſe rather to part with 
their lives; than pollute themſelves with 
Swines-fleſb, wou'd have died ten Thouſand 
Deaths, rather than have touched the Ear 
of a Smicbfield Pig, with a thouſand of 
Prince Moloch's pagan Subjects floating in 
the Sauce about him. But perhaps our 
vertuous Citizens ſwallow Pig and Pork fo 
earneſtly, to ſnew their Averſion to Ju- 
_daiſm; as tlie learned Mr. Selden I remem- 
per, ſomewhere tells u us in his J. ga 
| | 1 : at 


the v n HA HR 8 
wete .\ vont to proyide Gammons of Bacon 
againſt Eaſter, which go cuſtom their) po- . 


ſterit keep up to this Day. C2 ON 
| 2 100 TE ideea ft Bet am IJ 


80 mu 
juſt now going to a, Puppit-ſhow to fee the. 
Creation f the World and Noah's. 7 | 
which will give me more Be action, I 
don't queſtion, than Dr. Woodward's Epo. 
theſis, Mr. M hiſtoms T heory, or any new 
Syſtem of our On Vertitoſs' 3 
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"Ta am bee moſt faule, Servant, | 
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7 0 the fide upon the rere a 1 
Wer eee, 5 


Du Sing 880. 1 | avs! Sprach. N 
T ge Glory is Repaired fi Pott Smithfield, 
and Love and Intrigues have left the 


Cloiſters; in ſhort, Bartholomem- fair is over, 


Et voila, mon Ami, tes miſe erables 7 poo — + 
une ſi grande Revolution. 
Thoks very individual Perſons, who, two 
Days ago, glitter'd in Imperial Tinſel, go- 
vern'd Mingdoms in Imagination, com- 
manded e and talk d ſublime He- 
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uit in Tragic Baskins; thoſe very Perſons, W & 

I fay, who put the Sen out of Countenance P 

in his double Capacity, both as the God of a 

* Poetry, and the Governor of the Day, Who, | 

1 lack 4 him at Noon with their 3 p 

= Briſtol ſtones, and out metaphor d all Parnaſ- fr 

2 very- perſons, I W 7 

oy, who commanded Reſpef from the in- + 

whole City, more than a Lord-Mayor at a 2 
1 r, ner 


ais talia fando, (Uhſſis, 
 Myrmidonum, Dolopumye, aut duri miles 
Temperet a lachyrims? FOE Hs 
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is in their Opera's; Thoſe ve! 
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Are now, by a moſt wonderful Revolution 
of Fate, diveſted of all their Splendour and 
Magnificence. Their Troops, their Armies, 
| nay, their very Guards have deſerted them; 
F they are now reduced to the common Obſcu- 
| rity of Mankind ; inſtead of the moſt ex- 
guiſite Wine, that uſed to Crows their Glaſ- 
ſes, we find them burying the Regret of 
their loft Sovereiguty in Fn Flip, or 
more humble Anniſeed; and are glad to be 
truſted for a Dinner at a Boiling cool's, and 
ſnore contentedly in a Garret. 


% 


And thoſe charming Dulcibela's, who, 
by the unparallePd Luſtre of their FA 
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4 from the 8 


forced 1 to en their — at Wer Sos 
Feet, who had the diſpoſal of Kingdom 
and Dominions, who ſtole away the Hearts 
of all Eeholders, and, when ever they © 


pleagd , drew. either Admiration or Pity 


pectators, are now, by their like 
Inconſtancy of Fortune, oblig'd toreturn to 
the Privactes.of a leſs pompous Life. » They 
whom Yeſterday's Sun beheld ſo majeſfica 
ly ſevere, that they refuſed a Wn 


to e Princes: ; 


- © ” 


Nunc in quadriviis & angiportis; 
_ Glubant e Rruti 2 * 


Auk now glad to dif Pence. the laſt s 
for no higher a Bribs t than a Silver-thimble, 


and a 3 Braſs ring: In the Day- 1 


time, they foot Stockings, waſh Foot · mens 
Socks, and repair the Breaches of old Lace, 
and Muflin, 


Change, and with their officious Elbows re- 


mind all the Paſſers by of their deſolate Con- 
dition: In fine, They, who ſo lately com- 


manded the whole Univerſe, are under 


petual Alarms from . atch-men, C onſtables, | 
and the ſavage Juſtices Clerk; and as an 


Ancient Author: who lived in W illiam Ru- 
fuss time has it. „ In 


Smile 


regale themſelyes with a Pint 
of Milk at Noon, and Gray-peaſe at Night, 
trudge it on Foot from Charzing-croſs to the 
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ente 3 miduight\ Cilliys nom eli Ply, - A999] 

Hor ko pence wet, cand eo pen 
75017 1% ft bau ciablod 4: Is 10 
Rut though Bartholoniew-fair bbdead; nd 
buried for 4 
| Conſolation us, that it revſves in both the 


ich lhouſes. Poetry is ſo lutie regarded 


hard the Audience is ſo taken up with 
Shen and Sieht, that an Author need not 
mucli trouble himſelf about his thoughts 


and Language, ſo he is but in fee with the | 
Dancing-maſters,and has a feu luſcious Songs 


to lard his dry Compoſition. One wou 


almoſt ſwear, that Smithfield had removed a 


into \Dravy-laze , and en OL 5 
ſince they ſet ſo ſmall a Value on good 


Sence, and fo great a one on Trifles: that 


have no Relation to the Play. By the by, 
J am to tell you, that ſome of their late Bills 


are ſo very monſtrous, that neither we, nor 


our Fore- fathers, ever nem any thing like 
them. They are as long as the Title Pages 
to ſome of Mr. Prins Works, nay, you 
may, much ſooner diſpatch the Gazette; ; 
even when it is moſt crowded with Ad- 


vertiſements. And as their Bills are prodi- 
gious, ſo are the Entertainments they preſent 


us with. For not to mention the Boherni- 
an Women that firſt taught us how to dance 


and 


ce Dry. | 


 Twelvemonth; Vet, it is ſome 


— 
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and ſwim; together; nor the famous Mr. 


nor the worthy Gentleman that condeſcend. 
ed to dance a Cheſbir round at the inſtance 
of ſeveral perſons. of Quality; nor t other 
worthy Gentleman that Sung like a Turkyx 
Cock; nor laſtly that prodig) of a man that 
diverted the Boxes ſo much With my, ladies 
Birthday, and ſo dexterouſly Mimictd the 
Harmony f the Eſſex Qyons; not to men- 
tion theſe and a hundred other notable eu- 
rioſities, we have been ſo unmercifully over 
run with an inundation of Maſſieurs from 
Daris, that one would be almoſt tempted 
to wiſh that the War had ſtill continued, if 
it were forno other reaſon but becauſe it 
would have prevented the coming over f 


5 * 


| 


been a greater Plague to our Theaters, 
than their Privateers were to our Merchant. 
men. Shortly, I ſuppoſe we ſhall be enter 
tained here with all ſorts of Sights and 
Shows, as, Jumping through a Hoop ; (for 
why ſhould not that be as proper as Mr. 
Sympſor's Vaulting upon the Wooden horſe,) 
Dazcing upon the high Ropes, Leaping over 
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Clinch of Bannet with his Kit and Organ; 


eight Mens Heads, Wreſtlupg, Boxing, Cudl. 


geling, Fighting-at Back-ſmord, Quarter-ſt aff, 
Bear cbaiting, and all the other noble. Exer- 


es, chat diert the good Folksar Hocklg, 
0 R888 a e 


What a wretched Paſs is this wicked Ape 
| come to, when Ber Johnſon, and Shale. 
ſpear won't reliſh, without theſe Bagatelle 
co recommend them, and nothing but Farce 
and Grimace will go down? For my part, 
I wonder they have not incorporated Par. 
Jon Bu—eſs into their Society, for after the 
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it will Frop? 
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Auditors are ſtapiſied with a dull Scene, or 


ſo, he wou'd make a ſhift to relieve them: 
In ſhort, Mr. Collier may fave himſelf the 


| Frouble of writing againſt the Theatre, for 


if theſe /ewd Practices are not laid aſide, and 
Sence and Wit don't come into play again, 


a Man may 1 without pretend - 

Prophecy, that the Stage 
will be ſhort. liv d, and the ſtrong Rentiſa 
Man will take Poſſeſſion of the two Play- 
| bonuſes, as he has already done of that in Dor- 


mg to the Gift o 


Jet. garden. I am * 
= . Tour humble Servant. 


4 


1 8 | | 

P. S. The ſtrong Kentiſh Man (of whom 
you have heard ſo many Stories) has as 1 
told you above, taken up his quarters in Dor- 
ſet-garden; and how they'll get him out | 
2 e N 


8 


en once ſuch an iection as this has 
gain d ground upon us, who can tell where 
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ſturb him. Mr. 


r 


2 


Joſeph 


ines, was his 


deed who ſo fit to do it, as this Perſon, 
whoſe Breath is as ſtrong, as the Rent 


ral of the Ladies, who ſaw this Prodigy of 
a Man, long'd to try a Fall with him in 
Private, like the Woman in Ovia, that was 


| merit butthat of his Strength. Her words, 


unleſs my Memory fails me, were theſe, 


Ferre virum, tulerat que prius ipſe polum. 


And to convince you that I have not 
Slandered the fair Sex, I have ſent you in- 


doſed the following Letter, which was 
written by a certain Conrteſs that ſhall be 
nameleſs, dropt by her Foot-man in the 


Pall mall, and taken up by a Chairman. At 
preſent 'tis all the talk of the Town, and 
every Chocolate-houle rings of it. 


8 


„ 
again the Lord knows, for he threatens to 
pretehd to di- 


Maſter of the Ceremonies, and introduced 
him in a Prologue upon the Stage; and in- 


Man's Back? I don't doubt, but that ſeve-. . 


s x 


—— Sabiit me magna cupido, © 


: 4 9 5 6 

3 2 * ſn ys "4 : 32 

- ol. 0 3 80 1 2 8 1 * 1 x 
4 88 12 n N n : 


# s 0 
” * " 
— s 0 
1 
. 0 
> 
\ 


3 


— 


—— 
2 
are OE OE INIT 
by Vat OY Oy > FOO wa — n * -: [yy 
7 . * . 4 
2 i „ * S 
5 — 0 24 3 
KN 1 A 8 n 
» p — * PS” 3 
3 7 tips * 2 
un e \ * 4 
4 I 4 . 3 
i 4 : 1 . 3 
. ” 4 3 


M ETC N LI —— <s, aca l UN A 42 — o * 1 
0 WIS nas ————— — LY, KBB ——ñU—ñä Het at os 1d Os — —— rt, Abo Ste Sabi 1b bt i > — 
© 
— - 
— y oY ee NT * * - , * FA 9 ROT 
hh b COLE I y . 2 . 
« * 63 * 2 * K hy ly . 7 g * : „ - 
N W 4 6 WO 9 j 


3 To\ 0 willam Joy, th fron Kentiſh 


720 2753 15 . 1 


Bu 7 DO 1 07 


4 * 
F% ax 4 5 » * 5 \ - 0 
| 1 mA rr IE + 79 
55 4 . \ * 1 2 * y ** " 2 vs 5 ; 1 
* J p 


5 * 4 
3 1 7 x F f 14 5 - _ F 4 
4 $ : © ” 4 4 j 8 4 N 1 8 4 * 4 Ti 
+ 2 : + ' "* Z 4 . + ae 
1 
sf 


K T a Jou . alete Fil 49 


exerting your Parts in Vorſet gar den; 


ö 5 on that v very Theatre Where 1 have frequer t- | 
Iy beheld: the Alexanders, the Ceſars, tl 
Hercules, the Almanzors, the greateſt He- 


Toes of Greece or Italy, of ancient or modern 
Times, taking Tomys, ſacking Cities, over- 
turning Empires, ſingly routing whole Ar- 
mies, but yet performing leſs Wonders than | 
Ton. Yet, I muſt tell you, it grieves me 
to ſee ſo Noble a Talent mil. employed, and 
that Strength thrown away upon undeſer- 
ving Horſes, that cannot reward your La- 
boar, which might much better divert the 


- requiting Woman. Meet me therefore, 


thou puiſſant Man, in another Garden, on 
a better Theatre, where you may employ 
your Abilities with more. Profit to Tour 2285 
and e e to the expecting 
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10uld: not he able. to Conquer ſo ob- 
Grieſ, or that a Perſon of your 


| faſhionable and fo. weak, as to pay that Re- * 
ſpect to the Aſhes of the Dead, Which wells: 


to the Living. e e 5 . 


þ. £ 
® . * * 
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I will not pretend to attack your Grief³ g 


in the common Fotms, I will not repreſe nt 
to you, that all Fleſh is Graſs, that nothing 


is exempt from the Laws of Fate, and that 


tis in vain to regret a Loſs, which it was 
not in our power to prevent; theſe thread. 
bare Topicks I ſhall leave to Divines and 
Philoſophers, and ſhall content my ſelf; to 
oppoſe your Lamentations, with Arguments 


late, ſuited to your preſen: Condition. ll 


Tis true, Madam, you have 4% aK 
Husband, and what of that? have not 
Thouſands done ſo before you? but then 
conſider, that his Death makes room for a 
Ya NS „ 
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112 Original Letters, Ing | 
new Election. A Widow ought no more to 
afflict her ſelf for the Death of her Husband, 
than a Country Corporation is obliged to go 


into Mourning for the Death of the Mem- 
ber that repreſented em in Parliament; for 
without ſtaying for a Writ from the Clark 
of the Crown, ſhe may proceed to a nem 


Choice as ſoon as ſhe ſees convenient. Vour 
Husband, God be thank d, has neither car- | 
ried your Jouth with him into the other 


World, nor your Joynture; cou'd he have 

; either of thoſe Bleſſings, you 

might have juſt Reaſon to complain; but T 
think a Woman's: Condition is not very de- 
 ſperate, when her two ſureſt Friends, her 


Beauty and her Wealth ſtick cloſe to her. 


As you have Charms, and Money enough 
to procure you ſtore of Lovers, ſo in my 
Opinion, it muſt needs be an agreeable Di- 
verſion to you in your preſent Sorrow, ( for 
I will allow you, Madam, to keep up the 
Appearance of it) to obſerve the different 
Adareſs and Language of your Admirers. 
One will tell you, that he adores the 
Perfections of your Soul, excluſive of all 


Worldly Conſiderations; but, Madam, 
have a care of theſe Platonichs, for a Man 
that makes vigorous Court to the Boch, is 
worth a Thouſand Coxcombs, that pretend 
I know not what mighty kindneſs to the 


Another 
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think fit, if you deny him that Bleſing, 
wherein his Life can be only happy. Be go- 


vern d by me, Madam, and take ſuch a 


Lover at his N. ord; if he decently diſpatch 
himſelf, you _ takeit from me, that he 
lord d in —— ut if he fails to give you 


this Teſtimony of his Affection, you may 


conclude he was a Hypoerite , and conſe- | 


quently not worth the ſaving. 

A third perhaps will boaſt of his Heres, 
and tell you what a large Settlement he will 
make you; whatever you do, pray take 
care of theſe Smithfield Gentlemen , theſe 


Land and Tenement-Panders, for not one 


in a Thouſand is hozeſt at bottom. And if 
he.can but joy e Eſtate to his, never 
troubles his head about the more comfor- 


table C M6 eee of Perfons and AﬀeCtic 


ons. i." 
It will be a pleaſant Amuſement for you, 
to manage theſe Humble Servants ſo artifi- 


cially, as to make all of em hope; yet, at 
the ſame time jealous of one another, to 
ſteal a kind Glance ſometimes at one, and 
beſtow a gracious Nod ſometimes upon ano- | 


ther, to ſee them languiſb at your Feet, and 
hear the different turns of their Rhetoricks 


H h 2 then 
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ann will tell ant 7 hae is Se 
10 (0 lang or drown for your Sake, and deſires 
you to chuſe what ſort of eat for him you 


"114 ee b 
. * then after you have thoroughly examined 
their ſevera/ Merits and Qualifications, *twill 
be high time to proceed in your Choice. But 
whenever you go about that, Madam, let 
me adviſe you to obſerve the ſame Policy, as 
the Cardinals do at the Election of a Pope, and 
pitch upon one, who, in all probability, i 18 
ſooneſt like to make a ſede vacaute. Thus, 
Madam, inſtead of dwelling upon the Hh 
ſtrious Qualities of the Defant#, according 
to the thread- bare Method of common Com- 
forters, T have made bold to lay down be- 
fore you the Meaſures you are to take with 
the Living. I confeſs I have venturꝰd up- 
on a Task for which J am no ways quali- 
fied: Solomon has told us, That the Hearts 
of Rings are unſeurchable; which, I Aup- 
poſe, he knew to be ſo by his own; ; he 
might have added, when his Hand was in, 
That the Hearts of Widows have the ſame 
occult Quality, and are as hard to be ander- 
ſtood. Thus, Madam, you are not to mon. 
der, if the Directions Thave given you, are 
none of the propereſt, however, ſuchꝭ as 
vou ſeeꝰ em, they are at E Service, a as i 
likewiſe, | 6 215 
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7 2 are ene to > e bow. 1 got to 
Town, and what Adventures I met 


. the Road. Since you can condeſcend 


to entertain your ſelf-with-Trifles of this 
Nature, be en to take K them as they” 
follow : | 

As ſoon as I came to Raad, 1 IE the: 
Man of the Houſe, where I lay that Night, 


to enquire. what Places were taken in the” 


Coach; who brought me word, that only 
one Place Wasrſtaken, and that for a Wo- 
man. I preſently repreſented to my ſelf 


ſome Maid, Wife, or Widow of Nineteen, 


* 


with black ro uy: Eyes, cherry Cheeks, nar- 
row Mouth, {ſwelling Breaſts and a Breath. 
as ſweet as Violets, I thanked my kind 
Stars for this favourable Opportunity, and 
with theſe Pleaſant Tmaginations paſſed 
away the Night _ agrecably . Next 
Morning, full of the 


Hh ; Within 
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e charming Idea 2 1 2 
made haſt to the Inn where rhe Coach lay: 5 
But, good Heavens! no ſooner did I peep 


= 


2 
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within the leathern Machine, but I found 


to meet as the two Ends of a Half-moon, 
and a diſmal Forehead-cloth in to the Bargain, 
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on my ſide, as a Citizen, that has bribed 


Borough, is turned out of the Houſe, and, 


prepared for it, by what J had been doing the 
Night before, ſlept ten Miles perpendicular, 


to Maidenhead. 


tlemen beſides. The Captain was one of the 


— agreeable Companions that ever cou ld 
aveaton'd for my former Diſappointment: 


my ſelf the moſt lamentably diſappointed 
that ever poor Sinner was, Inſtead of the 
Beauty I had repreſented to my ſelf, behold 
there was an old Gentlewoman with formi- 
dable Whiskers, her Noſe and Chin as ready 


to'cool my Courage. A Man of more Pie- 
ty than my ſelf wou'd have thanked Hey. 
ven for being ſo favourable to him, and ſe- 
curing him from a Temptation; but Pfaith, 
I cau'd not find in my Heart to do it. Into 
the Coach I ſtept, but with as much Regret 


deep to ger himſelf elected in a Country 
without ſo much as bidding her Ladiſhip 


Good-morrow, I compos'd my ſelf to /leep 
as well as I cou'd; and, being pretty well 
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without the leaſt interruption, till we came 


Here we took up a Captain, and two Gen. 


He had been in the Service ever ſince· the 
famous Campagns at Hounſlom, ſince * 
0 AE; 2 '* 7 3 = wy. * - F * ; * 5 1 5 he 
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he had ſeen moſt of the Action in Scotland. 
Ireland, and Flanders, Our Converſation at 
firſt ran upon Polz:ticks : and we talked very 
judiciouſſy of the Miſcarriages of the War. 
Religion ſucceeded to that Diſcourſe; and, 
when we were weary of that Subject, as in- 
deed none of us had much to ſay to it, by 
one unanimous Conſent, we fell upon Mo. 
men, The Captain, who, as I told you 
before, was a Man of Wit and Pleaſartry, 
diverted us extreamly upon this Argument : 
He told us, that as other Gentlemen devo- 
ted their Time to Geometry or Muſick, or 
any thing elſe which they fancied, he had. 
made it his particular Buſineſs to ſtudy 
Women, and had arrived to ſo great a Pera 
fection in this noble Science, that, after the 
firſt Interview, he cou'd as certainly tell 
how many Days a Woman wou'd hold out, 
and when ſhe wou'd deliver, as Monſieur 
Vauban cou'd telt when any Town wow 

ſurrender. 85 „ 1 
I compare, ſays he, a Woman to a Forti- 
fication; In the firſt place, becauſe it is in 
my own Way; and like Talh's Fidler, that 
defined the Soul to be Harmony, a Man al- 
ways ought to borrow his Metaphors from 
his own Profeſſion. And, ſecondly, be- 
cauſe there's the greateſt Reſemblancè in the 
World between them. There's no Fortiſf- 


* 


NE eee 
but, by open Force or Stratagem, may be 
made to Tield. The World is at liberty 


to ſay what it pleaſes; but I poſitively 


maintain, that. every Woman is to be 
talen: ſhe is either to be undermin'd by 


Flatten, or Won by Briberyj, which we 
Military Men call Capitulatian, or elſe (but 


it does not happen ovc> in a hundred Years) 


to be managed by downright Strength, 


which the Learned in Mathematicks call . 


taking the Town by Storm, Now all the 


Art lies to know how to employ theſe dif- 
ferent Expedients. Some Ladies will be 


flatter 'd into Love, whom all the Bribes 
that ſtir about Weſt minſter-Hall. i in a Scſſzors 
an never move: And others, by far the 
greateſt part of the Sex, are to be managed 
by Money, who. have too much Diſcretion 
to be Impoſed upon by Flattery And there 


are others too great for Brybery, and inſen- 
fibie to all the Flattery in the World, that 
- mult be vanquiſhed by Force, Tha? their 

Inclinations, Gentlemen, are as rampant as 


yours, nay perhaps fiercer, yet they wou'd 


ſeem to be forced; they think tis ſome 


Excuſe for their Dfirmisy, and quarrel with 


you after you have of ed them. In the 
heat of my Diſcourſe, I have omitted one 
| thing, * never fails, when all other 


8 _ 


f 
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Artifices an; „and that is the pretend- 
ing to be Religious. It 
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gives a Man the 


Character of being Silent and Circumſpect, 
which is al in all with the Ladies, and I 


have found it fo by cupericnices.” 2 
It was my Fortune, Gentlemen, about 


F 
— 


ſome eight Years ago, to be quarter'd upon 
an Elder, when ſome of our Troops Were 


in Scotland : His Wife, as to her Beauty, 


was but indifferent, but ſhe was young, and 
ſhe belonged to the Kirk, which were two 


extraordinary Temptations, 


latter. 


eſpecially the 
J offer'd her half a Piece, 


Which 


was a Sum big enough in that Country, to 
have corrupted all the Miniſtry, but 600 0 not 


Then I laid out alt my Stock of 


prevail. 


Rherorick u pon her, 
this Coguette, 


and made a Goaldefs Fof 
but to as little effect as b 


ore. At laſt it came into my Head to ſpeak 


well of 


the C oe ant, 


and rail at the BT. 


oops, after which, to my no little ſurprize, 


Perſon. 


Religion, 


Tricks in the World, 


Uxperience, that Flattery does more than 
0 Acre Dealing with them, 


than Flattery, Money more than that, and 


* 


found her communicative enough of her 


In ſhort, Gentlemen, I have 71 all the 
and find, by long 


and Vine more 


I mean the Pretence of it, more 
than Eure Mis ine, and Money, put toge- 


A 


ther. 


r nnn . 
n : OR MY * 
7 i 4% + 
o . * 23 
T * 5 


120 Original Letters, 
ther. This you may take for granted, 
when you have beaten a Woman's Pride 
and Honour out of the Field, and ſhe has 
nothing but her precious Soul to capitulate 
for, that Bach, and all, are in a fair Way of 
being yours: for Spizo/a and Vanninus ne- 
ver made a quarter ſo many Atheiſts, as 
Love. ne l root naps is 
Since J am upon this Argument, Gentle- 
men, and we have nothing elſe to talk of, 
give me leave to tell you a ſhort Story rela- 
ting to this Affair: The Scene lies in Wales, 
or the Borders of it, I won't be poſitive, but 
I dare ſwear it will divert you for want of | 
ſomething better: St l 
In the Country above-mentioned lives a 
Family, very remarkable for their Goalineſs, 
by the ſame token that they always kept 
three or four Presbyterian Divines, with as 
many young Czbs of the Schiſm, to keep 
the Houſe in due Order. From Morning 
to Night there was nothing but Exhortatr- 
on, and Uſe, and Application to be heard 
Within the Walls. The Cook exhorted the 
Butler, the Groom gave Spiritual Advice to 
the Gardiner: Nay, the Ritchiu-Menb and 
Turnſpit-Boy wou d ſpoil my Ladys Dinner, 
to ſettle the grand Point of Predeſtination. 
Vet, amidſt all this Whining and Praying, 
and Singing of Pſalms, the Devil, w " 
c —_ 
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Nes, for how durſt Satan be ſo impu 


2 9 _— hes es * * p YI ; - 
N * * N : , 
; . — 
” * 5 — - 
. — * N 
2 * 
- A - 6 +; 
Y * 
a ' R ; 
; I - * 
- 0 9 


" * y 
4 3 1 
bo 1 
>. k 2 1 
* 


owed the Family a Grudge, for making this 


Moc - Mar againſt him, ſeduced my Lach | 
Praying-Gentlemoman to commit Acts oß 
Wickedneſs with one of the Nights Pra 
ing Footmen: This zealous. Pair managed! 
their Affairs with ſo little Diſcretion, that 
their Amour came to be diſcovered | by! 
ſome of their Fellow-Servants'; but god 
People, you know, think themſelves above 
Scandal. At laſt, word was brought tothe 

old Lady, that they were actually in Bead. 
At the firſt ſhe cowd not believe the 


as to put his naſty Cloven- Foot within her 
Threſhold? But finding it confirmed by a 
Cloud of Witneſſes, ſhe went to the Scene 
of Leudneſs, taking with her a Smith, and 
a Vonconformiſt Parſon; one to break open 
the Door in caſe of Oppoſitiom the other 

to rouſe up their Conſcicuces in caſe of Im- 
penitency. Upon the firſt Alarm that my 
Lady gave them, the Lovers wou'd not an- 
ſwer; but when they found the Smith be- 
gan to fall to work with the Door in good 
earneſt, the Footman got up and open d it. 
The old Lady cou'd hardly forbear ſfriking 
them, ſo much was her Holy Spleen provo- 
ked at the Profanation of her Houſe: But 


ihe thunder d out Judements plentifully 


againſt them, and the Divine, that was | 


/ 


122 " amd Le 


with her, did the ſame, but eſfecilion to: 


the J. reſpaſſing'\Damoſet though his Eyer 
gave his Tangue the Dye, all the while he 


 Keprimanded- her. In ſhort, the Footmay 


Had his Livery ſtript over: his Ears, and the 
r Mench was ſent ame to her Relations, 
; bylche fame'itoken that ſhe Attempted 0 
Ame her ſelf by the Way. 5 ion io Smot 
This goaty Edmily was in a ſtrange Dif: 
= 2 to be defiled thus with Fornication; 
and the Maſter of it being then in London; 7 
his Lady ſent him an Account of this un- 
happy Accident, withal deſiring his Adv] ce 
to know what muſt be done upon this Oc- 
caſion. He order'd the Bed, upon Which 
this wicked Aerion had been committed, to' 
be carried out of the Gates of the Houſe, 
and there to be burnt. On the Day When 
this was putcin' Execution, the diſcarded! 
Footman chanced to come by. as Fire was 
ſet to the offending Materials, and being 
told the reaſon of it, My Maſter, ſays he, 
ht have let this Bone-fire alone; for, to 
my Ruomledge, if he's reſolved to paniſh in 
this manner every Bed or Chair that has 
been acceſſory to Fornication, there's nere 
a Bed or Chair in the Houſe can cape him. 
The Captain had juſt made an end of his 
Story as the Coach was got-upon the Stones. 


* en. leave of the Company in the 
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Huy mur et; being obliged,» As 1 know, 12 5 
i by whom I find, that 
there's no ſtirring fir me oùt of Town this 
Month or two; - This is a ſenſible mortiß | 


cation to me, for whereas I had flatter d 
my ſelf - that JI ſhould [paſs the winter 


with you in one of the beſt: Airs in Berk- 
ſhire, "I muſt how do Pennance in ever 
laſting Fog and Smoke, which is my aver- 
ſion of all averſions. The onely relief L 
can propoſe to my ſelf, is to-converſe with 
you hy way of Letters as often as 1 can, 
and by that means to fancy my ſelf at Ruſ- 6 
comb. So that when any thing remarkable 
happens here, you may depend to nen an 


account of yl rom; Sir, 


4 


1 a bad. | on Tour al bub and mf 
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A Lok Tig pale an Offer in 2 | 
Army, to aWidow, whom he was deſpe- 


rately i in Love with, before he ſaw her. 
T laugh 1 never had the Happineſs to 


ſee you, no, not ſo much as in a Pi- 
ure, and conſequently can no more tell, 
what enn you! are of, than he that 
| lives 
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hves in the remoteſt part of China; yet, m. 
Madam, I am fallen paſſionately in Love I thi 
with you, and this Affection has taken ſo th. 
deep root in me, that in my Conſcience 1 ſhe 
cou d die a Martyr for you, with as much I nit 
Alacrity, as thouſands have done for their arc 
Religion; though they knew as little of the ¶ tec 
Truth, for which they dy'd, as I do of your ſo 
TIhis may ſurpriæe you, Madam, but N wi 
you'll ceaſe to wonder, when I ſhall inform lov 
you what it was, that not only gave Birth anc 
to my paſhon, but has ſo effeQtually con- Pe 
firm'd it. Laſt Week, riding into the I on 
Country about my lawful Affairs, it was my 
Fortune to ſee a moſt magnificent Seat up- the 
on the Road; this excited my Curioſity to I Mc 
' enquire after the Omner of ſo beautiful a Pile; a. 
being told that it belong'd to your La- I int: 
diſhip, I began that very Moment to have I tho 
a ſtrange Inclination for you: but when I I} the 
was farther informed, that ſome two thou- I pic: 
ſand Acres of the beſt Land in England, be- thr: 
long' d to this noble Fabrot, together with I ie 
a fine Park, variety of Fiſh-ponds, and fuch I} 3s \ 
like Conveniences; I then fell up to the Ears ¶ 110! 
in Love, and ſubmitted to a power, Which I I +s | 
could not reſiſt. n 


\ 


Thought Ito my ſelf, the Owner of ſo fam 
many agreeable Things, muſt needs be = wit 
Ty | Se moſt you 


ther any Lover, ever went upon more ſolid 
Motives than my ſelf. Thoſe that chuſe 
a, Miſtreſs wholly for her Beauty, will 


infallibly find their Paſſion decay with that; 


thoſe that pretend to admire a Woman for 
the Qualities of her Mind, are guilty of a 
piece of Pagan ſuperſtition, long ſince worn 
thread bare by Plato and his Diſciples; for 
he that loves not a Fair Lady for the Fleſh, 
as well as the Spirit, is only fit, in my Opi- 
nion, to make his Court to a Spectre; where- 
as Madam, you need not queſtion the Sin- 
cerity of my Paſſion which is built upon the 
ame Foundation with your Houſe, grows 
with your Trees, and will daily zzcreaſe with 
your Eſtate : . - Far” 


For all 1 e the e VC 


24 diſbip may be the handſomeſt Woman! in the 


World; but whether you are or no, ſig- 
nifies not a Farthing, while you have. Mo- 
ney enough to ſet you off, though you were 
ten times more forbidding. than the preſent 


red - noſed Counteſs of, and ten times 
older than the famous Counteſs of Deſmond, 


Lam a Soldier by my. Profeſſion, and as 1 
fought for Pay, ſo with Heaven's Ble ſing, I 
deſign to 2 for. Pay; All yout other Fui- 


tors w.] ea he ſame Language to you, 
were they: as honeſt as my ſelf; This I will 


tell you for your Comfort, Madam, that if 
you pitch upon me, you'll be the firſt Wr 
dow upon Record, from the Creation of 


the World, to this preſent. Hoar, that bone | 


choſe a Man for nelly her the Truth. f 
am | 
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Upon the two incomparuble Poems, the Sa mm WM 
againſt Wit, and the Poetæ Britanni e. ⁵ 
een ent enen, 
Hive, according to your Order, n.,. = 
You down by the Cotrerbury Coach;eie = 
Satyr azatnſt Wit, and the Poet æ Britannici, _—_— 
two incomparable Pieces in their Kind, and 
which will certainly give you a great deal 
of Diverſion, if you are to be diverted by 
Dullneſs and Defamation, or what is as ba 
as Defamation, by vile, lomſie Panegyric. 
The former of theſe two Poems came, like 
Melchiſedeck into the World, without, Fa- 
ther or Mother : I mean the Au. hor for ſeve-. 
ral Reafozs beit known to himſelf, has not 
thought fit to ſet his Name before it: Ho] 
ever, he 1s not 10 conceaÞad as he fancies him- | 
ſelf; for if there is any certainty in Phyſtog- 
vomy, or the Child to be known by the re- 
ſembling the Features of his Father, as they 
hy the Auſtrian Family are by the Lip, it 
was undoubtedly. written by the City Bard, 
the ſame worthy Gentleman, who about 
three Tears ago lampoon'd K. William in an 
Heroic Poem, by the ſame Token, that he 
5 Bo RTE. *- 


was Ruighted for it. I have 


on this Occaſion, a Sar againſt Mis; that 
i by. bg, e ee, cody 
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laid a very pleaſant Sus, methought up. 
— 43 . 17 77 48 , 
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minions, for there's, never a Man, between 
St. Michael's Moant, in Corawal, and Bar- 


wick upon Tweed, but thinks 
JS 


*4 


1 
. 8 
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whatever, the World way think of him; 
nay, I dare engage that our Author him. 
ſelf, for all his Averſion to Nit, does not 
believe his Satyr to he without it. Lis the 


= TS Ir e "os {£84 ine 10 14 
molt fantaſtical Mixture of e and 

1 rx. St " 18 12 1 2 1. 8 4482 18 i "| jo. / 
Scandal you ever faw: The Writer of it 


25 "+, r . ˙ 2 AA 
(lets up for an Advocate of Religion which 
ue ſhews by his Scurrility, and Want of 
8 ; I ID Jia ct 53:81 13 TOUS. »- i*- 
©. good Manners; and pretends that a Confe. 
 deracy is carrying on in Covent-Carden, to 

Baniſh zhat and Learning out of tlie World. 

By the terrible Deſeription he makes. of 
ſome People, one wou'd. be apt to think. 
that the Goths and Vandals, who have been 

buried under Ground for ſo many hundred 


Ass, 
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| for it. 2 been told he 
has difown'd the Baſtard in ſeveral Compa- 
nies, but that-wol't Ncrve his turn: The 
Grand Jury at Will's have found the Bill a- 
gainſt him; fo now he muſt een take the 
Brat home, and bring it up in its Father's 
Religion, I mean, in Fypocrifie and Bact. 
biting. A Friend of mine t'other Day, 


illam has in, his Do. 
Man between 


himſelf a Mit, 
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and going with Fire and Faggot in hand 
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to ſet all Our ibraries in Aſhes; an 1 
when that was done, to knock all the Par- 
ſons on the Head, and raviſh all the omen 
between Mhite-Hall and White-Chapel. Bult 
Dr. Oates*s forty thouſand Pilgrims, 1900 5 
their Black Bills, and fo forth, don't ſmell 
ſo rank of the Legend. All the Reaſon 1 
know he has to make this hideous Out- cry, 
is, becauſe the Diſpenſory has made bold to 
expoſe the rambling Fuſtian of his two Ar. 
thars, and ſome honeſt Gentlemen, tliat 
now and then uſe to drink a Diſh of Tea at 
WilPs, have been guilty of ſpeaking the 
fame truth. A ſtrange thing this! that Aa 
Man muſt be an Ache, only for calling 
Dullneſs by its proper Name, and a Rate, 
becauſe he has too much Honeſty to Flatter 
one of the moſt execrable Poems, that has 
| plagu'd the World ſince the Days . -Mf 
, Quarles and Ogilly. As I told you before, 
dhe Author of this incomparable Sar hass 


f 


been pleaſed to diſown it; but he has ac- 
knowledged enough to do his Buſineſs. 
He has own'd to a Perſon of the indelible 
Character, who complimented him upon 
the Writing of it, and told him, that an 
indelible Mark was ſtamped upon all his 
Works, that indeed he Corrected and Re- 
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e "vi Pt 30 Writs, it, Had any o one 


but himſelf. been defir ed to C orrect it, he 


wou'd have done it by whole-ſale with 
Martials Una litura. However, this is 


enough in all Conſcience, for next to the 


Scandal of Writing ſuch 4 confounded 


Sas that of Cotrecting and Reviſing 

deſerves the next place. But in Sayr 
40 Murder, there's no ſuch thing as Ac. 
ceſſories, but every Man is a Principal. 


Tt word look like too Sclemn a Confuta- 
tion of ſuch Ribaldry, to fay that the Gen- 
tlemen, whom he has abuſed, have 1 um 


pr oved and &ultivated our Tongue, have 


oblig ed the World with ſeveral Works that 


will 5. read with Admiration, and 1 remem- 


red with Gratitude, when his are forgot- 


ten; that they think i it no Diſgrace to their 


9 Learning, to accompany it with good Man- 
ners; chat they know when to unbend 


themſelves to Pleaſure, and when to apply 
to Buſineſs ; that they don't affect a Gravity 
Which alter al becomes none but myſterious 
Block-heads, nor ſhow their Morals, by cen- 


ring thoſe of their N eiglibours: I fay, 


it would look too ſolemn, to ſay any thing 


like this in their 2 ſince not only 
their own Wor 


ſpeak for them, but 


they. are ſufficiently commended, by being 
made the Heroes of his Libel. 92 — — 
Other 


,, e . 0 den and wntet 
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other merry Dodtri es be . 111 he wat. | 


the World, that? - impoſſible for A4 Ma 


7 be a Wit, and. not 4 Rake: 7 this 1 ſuppoſs | 


he 0 Iculated for the Meridian of 5 
and for the Conſolation of his City-Friend 
whom all the World, will clear from tlie I. 


putation of being Wits : and yet, With 


due Reſpect to my Ford Moors id Alder- 
men be it ſpoken, I believe there"are as 


many of that Character within the City- | 


7 ul,” as there are in Covent-Garden, and 


ſtup wy ſenſeleſs Coxcombs too, that diſcredit - 


1 7 00 and Murder that which was de- 
ſign'dtoenliven ( onverſation. He principally 
levels his Indignation at Mr. Dryden, and 


among other Sins, taxes him with Flatrery.” 
If Flattery is to be Pardon d in any fort of 


Men, it certainly ought to be in the Poets; 
but for my part, I don't think them mare 
guiliy of it, than the reſt of Mankind, who 
all agree to make their Court to N al and 
Greatneſs; and if it is a Sin to flarter Great- 


neſs, they do neither better nor worſe than 
all the W orld, who, perhaps, have not the 


ſame Excuſe. If a man were minded to 
be il-natur'd, he might eaſily turn the 


Tables upon the Church, and ſhow that the 


Parſons have flatter d as much as the Poets. 
If the Latter in their N Dedicatory 


$75 beſtow 
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the Former have beſtowed Grace, and the 


Lord knows how many C brifian Virtues 
upon thoſe that never poſſeſsd them. What 


Ta. it look worſe in 5 Parſons than the 
ets 1 , that theſe are privileged by 
unction, whereas the former are 


bed of Grimace, and ought to abominate 


tme leaſt appearance of Falſehood, as much 1 
they do Non pæment of Tithes. But tis 


Jeſt, chat the City Bard ſhould fall fout up: Z 


on any one for latter); he that has been 
guilty. of the groſleſt vileſt Flattery im- 
| 555 and proſtituted the Digniry of an 
pic Poem, more than any one before him. 
An Epic Poem i is a noble magnificent Com- 
poſition; the chief End of it is to excite 
Men to Virtue, by celebrating illuſtrious 
Examples, and propoling them to Imitati- 
on. ?Tis a Publick Building, like that of 


a Temple, or a Tomm.- Hall; now as a Man 


that deſigns to build any fuch Structure, if 


he intends to adorn it with Statues, ought 
to ſet up thoſe of celebrated Men, of Kings 95, 
or Princes, or Biſhops, and not his Barbers 


becauſe he Trims him well, or his Shooe- 
Maker's, becauſe he has got the Length of 


his Foot: So in an Epic Poem, an Author 
ſhoulq 9 een Men of — into 


Fs 15 FCC his 


3 


be 6 Wi it and T 2a x Upon Blotk Nel 


his Vets 0 . eh lis 
þ ON e, or lea Per ons 12 5 INE 
Ba tl e 2 are his Frien As, eg 190 


then drink a Glaſs. of Wine 
the Three Fans U Upon Ther 

| Author of the Ts "Art has + bo 
3055 this, but has (to his Tow 10 
dit be it ſpoken) introd 92 ü i 
mh Poems, hich no one. has 


N 0 5 . Es 
viour in Hoicl. Na Copies the 7795 1 % 


all the Authors he reads, inftead of 1 Imita- 


ting their Virtucs. But to return to our . 
_ tyriſt 


ou and 3 and every Body has. * 
charmed with the Honourab e Mr, Boe 
Anſwer to a ſtiff hauglity Grammaright 4 
ſhall be nameleſs but 1s known well e Ou 
Never did Wit and Learning. Triumph, | 
gloriouſly over Dullneſs and Pe a = ag 
in that noble Book; and naver was any 
Argument managed. with that Variety of 
Learning , and thoſe agreeable Turns of 
Wit.” Accordingly i it found a kind Recep- 

tion not only in Exgland, but abroad. Ihe 
Foreign Tournals , gave it the Commenda- 
tion it deſerved , and all the Polite . 


Ii 4 in 
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334 Original Letters, | 
In Europe were 1 . to ſee. an Arrogant 
o ES) | 1 "= 2 IS. 88 . th ins + ' 
_ Pedant , that had been crouding his Head : 
twenty Years together with the Spoils of | 5: 
eee * +. C443 - SIN £ LI 23 $254 b 
Lexiegts and .Dictionaries,, worlted and I br 
_ foiled by a Joung Gentleman, upon his own || {e 
» SY. OBE E thy LEES re 
Dunghil, and by his own Criticiſms. Thus I 
one would have thought that Mr. Boyles 
"Merit and Quality would have ſecured him | C. 
from any ſcar#ilous Treatment; and that ry 
I / 3 
Il 
H 


his Enemies, if he could have any ſuch, 

; wou'd be content to Ene) him in Private, 
and never have the, Tmpudence to Attack 

him in Publick. And yet the noble Author 
of the Satyr againſt Wit, has villainouſſy in- 
finuated, that the Gentleman I have been 
talking of, did not Write the Book, to 
Which he prefixed his own Name. I will 
80 ſeal to you, whether tis poſſible for any 

"Suggeſtion to be more malicious and bee 

than this; and whether the Publiſber of it 
can be uſed too Scurvihy, or ought to be 
treated with any good Manners, which he 
has ſo notoriouſly violated. They talk of 
Sguibbing him with Epigrams; for my part, 
I think tis doing him too much Honour, 
and making him more conſiderable than he 
 deferves; however, if they go on with it, I 
ſhall not be wanting to contribute my Quota 


"EM 
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to ſo Pious a Deſign, | 


oY Mr. Br 


Tis now. high time to come to, the Au- 


thor of the Poet Britantics : I do. 5 


Scoundrel too mucli Honour to name him 

but ſince two or three Advertiſements* Mve 
ſet him out in all his Trappings, for once 
1 ſhall condeſcend to mention him: His 


Name is Cobb, the fame numerical Blew- 
Coat-Boy, that ſome Years ago Writ a Mer- 


ry Pindarick upon the Queen's Death, which 


was preſented for Blaſphemy at the 014:Baily. 


cant imagine how it cowd come into the 


Head of ſo obſcure a Mreteh, to think he 
cou'd do any Honour to the Perſons he 
pretends to commend, or that lis Cenſure 


ſhould be taken in Prejudice, of the meaneſt 


Scribler in Town. 


Thus J have given you a ſhort Account 
of theſe Two Lampoons; L ſhould have made 


A Scruple to obey your Commands, (the 


only time I was ever tempted to Diſobey 


you) in ſending them down to you, but 


that I conſider d with my ſelf, that your 


Worſhip; in all probability has been a great 


Tranſereſſor theſe Chriſtmas-Holidays, and 
treſpaſſed moſt enormoully with your Te- 


| 5 in Roaſt-Beef and March-Beer : 5 for | 


which Reaſon it may not be amiſs for you 
to do Penance, as JI reckon you, will moſt 


| plentifully ] if 105 can have Patience to 
| RENE. | 
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Read oer the City* "Bird's and the "If 
Coat, Seribler s Poem. Tam, With, 2M Re- 
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Wy 2 Plyſicien tn the Country, 


Chalg. 4 true State of the Poetical Wi ar 1 
teen 8 and Coreft. Gaftlen. 15 


6 another Hand, 


E are almoſt barren of Ne\ ews; the 
War betwixt the Northern Crowns, 


455 the Poetical Phyſicians is the only Sub: 
jedct at preſent; Holſtein and Riga, C Heap. 
fide and C ovent-Garden the Scene of all our 


Coffee-houſe Debates. What paſſes in our 
two firſt, the Publick Prints will inform 


you; the latter T ſhall endeavour to give 
You ſome Account of: You are not Tgno- 
Tant of the Civil War that is broke out 
; 2 the Subjects of Apollo, and what 


Diſor ers We hae lately had in Parndfſus. 
W "= S : Two 


— _ 


„ a Brown. 8 185 
THis! brawny ' Herhes | "the Sons of Pan, 


head the profits Faches both Rave Big. 


nalized themſelves Sabre inarily, one in 


Four Poems, Which he Has Printed, and 
to ther in a Poem printed four times. The 
City Bard takes Arinis to drive out Wit, as 
an "Boil Councellor from all the RA of 
Apollo. The Covent. Garden Hero riſes in its 


Defence, and maintains its Services. This 


| Quarrel Is 0 far ſp read, that! it's not like to 
be decided Proprio Marte ; each Chief has 
his Faction, the Raight of the Round. Table 


has gathered a Body of Mercenaries, to 
whom, on the other ſide, are oppoſed A 


Squadron of Auxiliary Volunteers ; and 


thus, as in Forty One, Blew-Aprons, and 


Laced. Coats are drawn up againſt one ano- 
ther, and the Rabble and Gentlemen ſet to- 
gether by the Ears; each Side confident of 


Succeſs, that truſting to their Multitudes, 
this to their Courage and Conduct. The 


Peſtle and Mortar-men are drawn up againſt 
the Aſculapian-Band; the firſt, who like 


Taylors and Women meafure thi Goodneſs 


af every Thing by the length, aſſert the good 
old Cauſe of long Bills, and long Poemy, 
againſt the Jus Divinum of Efficacy and 

Senſe; and think it infinitely more Meri- 
torious to write three or four Folio with- 
but Wi 5 than to > Ul a {mall Octavo with it; 


and 
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der Martial Diſcipline, and forcd to run 
the Gantlet in Covezt-Gardez, and ſwitch'd 
through the whole Poſſe of Parnaſſus, for 
 fglting againft che Law, of, Arms with 
falſe Colours. Thoſe that favour his Cauſe 
complain of the Injuſtice and Indignity of 
his Puniſhment, alledging, he ſuffers for 


14 
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and prefer the Art of Selling a Bill, before 
the Sti to Care a. Diſeaſe.” The Cheapſide 


f 


Hero, they ſay, . devotes himſelf wholly to 
their Service, an 


their s „ and Rhimes as well as Pre- 
{ribes to the uſe of their Shops: However, 
this 7 Chief, in the midſt of his 

Triumphs, has been brought un- 


what he never did. They on the other 


Hand defend their Proceedings, and affirm 
they know him through his Diſguiſe, and 
that coming upon 'em in Maſquerade , he 
ought to ſuffer as a Spy, or an Aſſaſſin, 


and deſerves no more Quarter, than he 


gives to his Patients, Notwithſtanding 
this, his Party have rallied once more, and 
the Mercenaries are brought to the Attack, 
who hope to effect that by Stratagem, that 


they deſpair of by plain Force; and, like 


the Scots at the Baſs, ſince they can't re- 


duce em by Arms, attempt to Poiſon them 


with Stizk-Pots. At the Head of thoſe, 
is a Mendicant Rhymer, one that begs with 


2 Poem, like a Paſs in his Hand, and with 
f = r e 9 


3 M. Bow 19 
Shan, Brief, as a Sufferer by Poetick Fire, 1 
has Collected the Charity of well. diſpoſed = 
> | Perſons, through all Parnaſſus for,aboye 1 
twice Twelve Months; and like a true 
Beggar, when he has tired 'em out, falls a 
KRailing: For a Bribe from his Ballad-Prin- 
ter's not large enough to Rob him of the 
Benefit of the Act of Parliament, for tale 
Relief of Poor Priſoners; and the Promiſe 6 
of a Dinner now and then from Sir Arthur, 
he has conſented to Libel his Benefactors, 
and return to his old Quarters, and ſubſiſt 
for the Remainder of his Life upon the 
Bastet. Thus countenanced and encouraged, 
he lays about him moſt deſperately, and 
ike one not much concern'd for the Suc- 
ceſs, draws his Incenſe, and his Ammuni- 
tion from the ſame Houſe of Office, Friends 
and Foes are treated alike in Compliment , 
he Paints one with the fame Sir-reverence, 1 
that he aims to bedaub the other; and  *'F 
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when his Hand is in, like the Conqueror || 
„in Hadibriſfs Ovation, beftows his Or- 1 
t dure very liberally amongſt the Spectators. 
: Thus, Sir, I have given you a true Ac- = 
count of the State of the Poetical Mar, — 
headed on both Sides by Gentlemen of your | | 
„Faculty; among whom, though here has i 

been no Bloodſhed, there has been as «„ WM 
much Noiſe of Slaughter and Execution, i 
: | | 


, 
— — 


0 
op 


Ly Aft een , Or. Livonia. Jou may ex- of 
pect more on the ſame Subject, for the * 
Quarrel is not like to drop, while Hoj 5 
Quan fell his Fingers, or Weſley ſubſiſt on 
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1 Had a Mind to know, Madam, he- 


ther you had quarrePd with me tother 
Night, at the —— or not; and there- 


fore, writing to you Yeſterday, I find now 


that you are angry at ſomething; but may 
be diſcarded, if I know the Reaſon: It 
you have made a Quarrel on my appro- 
ving I beg your Pardon, and ſhall 


henceforth-do Vidlence to my own (Reaſon, 


and contradict. Aanbind to agree with you; 
Tis hard to find any Simpathy in Heart., 
where there's ſuch Conzrarzety in 5 | 
1 ſhall therefore, Madam, henceforth ſquare 
my Sentiments to yours in every thing; 
and if you wall quarrel without a Cauſdj 1! 
will oblige you, and do ſo too. Your Un- 
caſineſs, Madam, wrongs either your own | 
(Harms or my Sincerity; either of which is 


a ſenſible Abuſe to me. - Tis a hard Fate, 


that 


£ 


= that you can't /oveand be eaſie, and I cant 
44e ſ%% and live: but T can die to make you 
happy; an ill. natur'd Line or two does the 
= Bulineſs; for I cannot bear the Syleen, the 
s  Rheumatiſm, and your diſpleaſure; at once, 
= So, Madam, ſtrike now, and for ever quit 
pour ſelf of an unfortunate Man, who has 
4 but one Hand, which he thinks ſufficient, 
| ſince he can thereby ever own himſelf 
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1 [| | Madam, ee | N Slinday-Motning, 
"8 N my Prayers, I muſt addreſs my 
- | N Devotious to you; to you whom I. 
luaave offended, and to whom I mult offer a 
penitential Sacriſice, if an Oblation of a Hleed-. 
ing Heart can make any Atonement for 
my Sin, I offer it freely. Heaven is mer- 
Fi] Cciful, and ſo ſhou'd you be; I dare not ap- 
1 proach, without your Permiſſion: If you 
will Sign my Pardon in a Line from your 
"8 dear. Hand expect me with all the Joy of a 
= | repriv'd Malefactor. I am, Madam, hapty 
= or miſerable, as you pleaſe to make me. 
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conclude me happy! | 
Oh! con d I find (grant Heaven that once I may) i : 1 


Lighted at firſt by the 


"i > ag An Y — 
AS CHEE 9 
3% * os e 9 


2 * R 99 , ag l * R * — e * 4 * n ** * 
* * y n 9 7 v K. * 2 * * q 5 4 * : —_— r 3 
* Fa S R n * TY ETRaEt- 15-48 1 * as — "— 2 ee N 

2 N Wa . A 8 4 : 5 7 5 2A, 1 N85 WA b * F N "XI. 

3 IN I way” - - b, : * * 3 EX, , 0 
7 2 N Tae l 5 3 W 
. of r * [4 1 % N 1 1 
* T.⁴ t 


8 * * 5 
% * 23 5 : 61 % 
A ' ; 2 » 1% 
2 * 4 ; : - 
"s 1 | * 4 4 > 
. N * * 4 : : : 
Ladies. ng 
, * N . : * 5 - 
N 2 NOS. 
8 8 * 8 
. - N 2 4 833 


5 3 


. 1 

- * p * — 

| "Ic 

* f 

3 d 
” Pe 4 * 
8 P * 4 VB 43 1 
49 


. 


* '> 5 
* 7 * F 
8 . a : 5 I 5 
q k * * x £ f % 0 
e . «+ Y , F 2 : * * 
ö an IS INE ETSY A 
> * as bo 1 ; * * 3 
- ö * | j 
2 1 * 1 ſh 5 1 + 
* 4 % ” " * U & - 
* > WV * 4% © * k . 1 2 F 
s 9 ; 1 LY LS v 
YES #174 AOL BEL SE IS” ' 81 
f ” 7 * ” 1 bot 
* * 
t 4 — 
& * I 3 3 3 * 
* 4 A % 


V tothe 


A Nymph fair, kind, poetical and ga 
Whoſe Love ſhou d blaze unſalli d and divine, 
igbt Lamp of mine: 
Free from all ſordid Ends, from Intereſt fre, 
For my own ſake Affecting only me. | 
What a bleſt Union both our Souls ſhould joyn 

I bers alone, as ſhe was only mine; | 
Bleſt in her Arms, I ſhould immortal grow, 
Whilſt in return, I made my Celia ſo. . 
Sweet generous Favours ſhou d our Loves expreſs, © 


Id Write for Love, and ſhe ſhou'd Love for Verſe 
EEE >. 


”n 8 
. 
4 A % 
" EA 
* A # 
a * 
8 


** 
1 


.* bo 
: 4 & $55 
„ et | 
1 
8 = 


_ = 4 Not Sacharifſy $ 5 FF, g 8. Waller, ra ar, 


Sbou d for an endleſs Name with mine compare. 
| She ſhow'd tranſcend all that e er 2vent before, 


Her Praiſes, like ber Beauty ſhow'd be more: 


Verſe ſhou'd ſoar fo high, the World Jhou d ſees, 1 


1 ung of ber, and Celia, ſmil d on me: * 1 


The World ſbou d ſer that from my Love Throw, 
At once my Theam, and Inſpiration %; 


Bl in my Wiſh ny Fair, Te bop with OY ih 


4 \ vi 


I went abroad Yeſterday morning 98 
ſeven, and return d about one this morning, 
ſlept till p paſt eight, then aroſe to tell you, 
[ik I Rhdivt of you all the time, and cons 5 


1 am your own. 


"Me 0 the 8 » 


i =” 


Y Heavens and Earth "RE Deatelt) 1 ; 
am ty'd Neck and Heels with Wine, - 


and Company! All the Spells of Love can't 


undo the Charm; beſides, ny Dear, I am al- 


moſt fudled; I ſhall ſtay here at 'the Roſe 
till towards eleven; it will be a tedious 
Walk to go home to Night, conſidering 


that you lie upon the ſame Floor with tie 
Door: It is not impoſſible, methinks, for a 


Man of ſo much Love to 9 Incognito. 
Your 
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double Pleaſure in deceiving anger 
happy in my dear One's Arms; 


at the Door, and ſee whether 1 Ceaſe £ 
clear: iowever, this, if it ſucceeds, [wilt © 
make me the happieſt upon Earth how I 
ever, my Dear, run no Hazard that may 
expoſè you; but conſider, my Dear, the 


Ly eager Tiſhes of the fairhfulleſf , and) N 
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I did not Love, 1 wou'd ul io 


if ever you loved, you'll grant my Par- 
don; your Letter, Madam, has tormented 
me more than all the Favours of your whole 
Sex beſides can pleaſe me; if J have loft you 
J have /oft my ſel ' , and Thall be loſt to all 


Womankind : M Letter laſt Night was 
written in heat of Wine; ſo Men guilty of + 


Murder in their Drink, repent it all 
Lives; mine is a greater Crime, for T has 
fad” my ſelf; piercd my own Heart, 


and now it reds with Angaiſs and BR. 


ſpair. 
Stabꝰd my own Heart, and piece your 


ngęe, there the Remembrance of the Hap- 


K K 2 7 Pings 


1 bobs lan 0 0 8½ 
pineſs I — enjoy d, will now prove the 


greateſt Curſe; the melting Siglis, the mo- 


Ving Tears, the Joys, the Raptures that 


mounted me to Heaven, now caſt me dower 5 
to Hell: * e now turn Feut in | 


earneſt; Of NI. 210 * ON 


And 4770 poor Ovid, CE from bis "ES 
- Curſe that dfratlive, A rt, th ar caus'd big Doom. 


. In ſhort, Madam, I am Madicand if L thügt 
farther, I ſhall let the World ſee it. Re- 5 


voke that word, eternal Silence, or you make 


me eternally Miſerable , for I: am now the 


moſt Diſconſolate of Mankind. 


— 5 a young 2 
N * another Hand, 


2 YT Madam, N 1 ; . 


Or ſo I muſt ever think you, Thope 
you got ſafe to London, and that your 
1 is abated, Which will be the 
Means to make mine che more tolerable, 


fince I can more eaſily bear mine on than 
yours, You expect I ſhould tell you, how 
| 1 am; and n a Uittle: Melancholy, 


the 
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J Cannot help telling my Deareſt, how 
much Tam hers, what Pleaſure I have 


. 


in her Company, what Pain in her Abſence; 
to love her, is but to ſee her; and to value 


her, is only to know her: But pray, my 
Dear Mrs, -—— , forget not to drink ſome 
Chocolate with me to Morrow, that I may 


once ſay, I ſpent a Sunday well; I am fure 


I ſhall have ſome good Thoughts | in the 
Morning, becauſe I ſhall think of you; and 
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when 1 do ſo, I ſhall think of one thliat! 


paſſionately IL. 
unmindful off De ned; 
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Love, and that I hope is not 
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& 0 convince you, I am not t given to 
1 Change, regard but this Piece of Pa- 
per, rr torn like _ Heart at taking leave, 
and is ſuch a Scribble as I uſually write; 1 7 
am harſh in my Stile, negligent of my Ink, | 
and not too exact in faſhioning up my Let- 
ter and cannot have the leaſt Elteem for my 
ſelf, but when J reflect that I have the Ho. 
pour' to WE lookt upon as | 


1 Jour moſt. 22 


1 Wy 7 0 th ſane. 


8 Made, 


s to you, I muſt Seas ie to 
tell me how I do; tis no matter, tho 
1 ſhow find my ſelf in Health, if your 
Frowns ſhou'd tell me otherwiſe; know 
then, - Madam; T languiſh, or revive, — 
you mile or look out of Humour; and 
though, at preſent, one wou'd ueſs by 
my Hand-writing oy 1 am juit at the 
11 ä . Point | 
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A Letter from a Lady to her Lover, | 


in the French Army; with a Tuft 
bol Hair incloſed in it. 
2 9 Out of the French. N eee 


} 
N 


N Have ſent you a Pattern of what you 
x formerly usd to lite ſo much, and 
cou'd wiſh the whole Piece with you: 1 


long to ſee you, and am ſorry, that yout 0 


Honour is dearer to you, than your Miſtreſs, 

and that you prefer a Lodging in a Trench _ 
to her Arms. I begin to complain of thle 
length of the Campagne; but if it be true, 
that ane of theſe incloſed in this Letter, can 
Aaraw more than ſix Horſes, I may have 
ſome Hopes they'll pull you hither to me; 


at leaſt al! that's left of you, for I ſuppoſe -. Ml 
you are too much a Hero, to bring back 


all your Limbs with you, or to have any 
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omiſe, at that time, to cone 
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195 Saus of the Maſes; thoſe poor Rogues, that 
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7 o Madam Galt; 


| "PIER 55 „ 
KK is not Giclee le 1 4 By 37 A Sp 
that J have gathered the following Ac- 


count, which if it proves not advantageous / 
to me; it is at leaſt very ſatisfactory, to 


know w hy Lam refw#d : Becauſe you dont 
like me, A very ſubſtantial Reaſon, I muſt t 
confeſs; and the only one I believe, on Ir 
which the Vertue of your Sex is grounded: 5 1 
For, Madam, J am fatisfied, your Fortreſs le 
is not Impreenable „ and though you won't d 


Capitulate with me, though I offer your 
own Terms, I know the Man, to whom 
you would gladly Syrrender upon his. A 
Song, or an amorous Copy of Love-V erſes:, 
wou'd gain the Point: Tis ſtrange , Ma- 
dam, that you ſliou'd be in Love With the 


can only pay With empty Breath, what I, 
With ſubſtantial Gald, wowd purc haſe; and 
that uſed to be the moſt prevailing Areu- 
ment + with For 9 Abet ö i 
BA a 


bye Gentlen nd did.” 
half a Crown damnsa Poet at any time; 120 5 


buy What he Has 
alf a Year to Col. | 


Madam, 1 8 , 3 maſt, and will | 
_ Poſſe ſs: 1 am reſolyv d not to be uncaſie wn, 
when tis in your Power to give me Eaſe. I 
am, Madam, or will be wholly. yours, and 
I hope to find one Day the ſame e 
in a Letter from Far dear RE: 


3 4 . nm o P 7% | I 
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ry, one wow'd' 25 you for a Wit: my 


is purely for my Diverſi on; if 1 


the Produ 
mount to the Value of what you reckon a 


you: You tell me, you have a ſweet Breath, 
 Stinks fo Rankly of M onſence? Tou propoſe 


| ſeorn to be Bebel to any Man for the 
former, and the latter I. have it already, 


me ſo well by my Company, and you ſo well 


ity; which in a little time, will make you 


Jonny for Wo omen of Sence, 


i£ 


1 upon his Terhi 5 
d condeſcend to Converſe with | 
a Fool, though byy our Aſſt ar ance and Va anti- 


Converſation with the Sons f the Mes, bn: 
you had Sence enough ro make me Sport, 1 
wou d lift 80 in the Namber. Pm afraid 
of your Whole Life, wont a- 


Poe''s half Year's Pains, unlefs it were to ex- 
poſe your ſelf, which they can do better for 


but how Can that be a fiveet Breath, hien 


i thy — => is a ac _ 


2 little Money, and à little Mit; but 1 
Without tlie Arrogance of Riches, and the 
ill Manners of Vanity. My Flabind knows 4 
by your Letter, that he has given me leave 
to Anſwer it; 'nay, commanded me, elſe I 

had left you a Prey to your Conceit and Va. 
fit for the Stage, and ſo make you good 


7 Sir, 
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| have Wi enough to make Advantage of - 
| the Liberty he gives you: Your Letter, 
I Madam, ſhews you a Woman of Sence; 
I] and the 5 cercencſy of that Commodity in your 
Sex, renders you the more agreeable: And ' Wl 
| it ought to be taken into confideration by . Mi 
the Parliament, to prevent the Increaſe ß 
Fools, that no one Man ſhou'd engroſs a 
Perſon of Wit to himſelf : You are very ſe- a 
vere, Madam, but no matter, T had rather ⁵⁶ 
be the Subject of your Thought this way, "UW 
than not at all; for I may hope at laſt to 
convince you of the Sincerity ow Paſſion. 
and Pity is effential to your Sex. But, what 
am I doing! this is labouring to be a Fogl 
indeed, and loſing. your Opinion of my Va- 
nity ; if youll let me enter your Lift, Ma- 
dam, under what Colours you, pleaſe, 
dou't queſtion coming off with Credit, And 
if you don't confeſs I have made you as good 
Sport as any of the Parnaſſiun Family, I'll 
VCC 


| 


it > C1 £1 
give you e to caſbier me aw 5 Mo 
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1 Tale 


ment. Im glad to find ſuch a Re 


in your Sex; but, I doubt, n 5 


hardly perſwade many of em to I 0 


Mind: For I tell you, Madam, Gold is lade 
Momens God; and there? 8 ſcares a Datcheſs 
in this Ning dom, that can't find an uſe for 
a ſuperfluous Sum, I deny, our having 


Wet without Vanity; ; if you mean in your 


ſelf, good Manners oblige me not to on- 
tradict you, tho T have much ado to help 


reminding you of the following Line, -in 
the Letter; *tis out, Faith, before 1 Was 
aware, your Pardon for that: If you mean 
the Lover, I muſt tell you, Madam, that 


no Poet is without the Vanity of ten chouſand 
'# Year, and Tl warrant, to affert his own 
Mit, wou'd venture to Libel a Parliament- 


man, for hiſſing his damn'd dull Plays , though 


he had picked his Pocket of half a Crown, 
Look ye, Madam, I have no occaſion to 
expoſe the Prod of my Brain; the Pro- 
duct of my Eſtate is ſufficient to afford me 


| Nezeſſaries; and that's more than your Poe- 
tical Friends can warrant from. their ſpare 
Diet and hard Study. And to anſwer the 
Poſtſcript, good Spelling is beneath a Gentle- 
man; ſo much by way of Anſwer. Now, 


Madam, Iwiſh ! knew of what Metal, this 
good Man of N 1s made; 5 for I Would 4 


fain 


. 
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by Gentlemen and Ludies. i 
fain be acquainted with Hir, tis tlie Beſtt 
Way of Intriguing in the World: If he is 
a Courtier, Flattery males him my Friend; ix 
he ſerves the Ning, a bribe may do the Buſineſs; 
if a Man below theſe, a bed Mod, and a © 
big Look makes you mine and if I once 
rage enough to defend my own, thougg 
with all the Submiſſion to you imaginable. 
For believe me, Madam, to he the ſincereſt 
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of all your humble Servnts. 
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I'M very glad to hear, Sir, that you are 
a Member of Parliament, for by that 
means you may prefer a Bill in fa vour of my 
Sex, that may provide againſt the trouble- | 
ſome Suit of thoſe we don't care for. Pray i 
Sir, be kind to the D— of S; I | | | 

| 


. 


don't think but an Act of Reſumption, in 
eaſe of a Wife may paſs. If an Act of Par- 
liament make a Cuckold, it may be of dan- 
gerous Conſequence to all the Hlusbands in 
the Nation; for the Subjects will be for fol- 
lowing the Example of the higher Powers. 
I imagine you to be of the Court Party, you 
e underſtand 


8 Ive rp A | Brief why 


to be W; no truſt 


ſure you my Husband falls not in y 


5 Road; he's no Courtier, conſequently 5 5 
Ruave, no Soldier; o not in your Power 
ing Cit to oblige your 


ip's Acquaint ance; nor Fool enough 


to be frighted with the Bray of an Ai: thus 
much by way of 8 to your Wiſh. 
And now, Sir, I tell you, I want much of 
pens to rehfh your Flattery; I have 


it to difioguiſh the Arr 


and nauſeate your Perſon ; and if you don't 


deſiſt, I ſhall expoſe your Name in Print; : 
and your Years will ſhew you Bankrupt 1 in 
Love, as your Letters do of Senſe and 


good Manxers ; and that you are deficient 


in em all, 1 believe the World will agree - 
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of a Coach and Six from the D | 
of a Man of Sexſe; I deſpiſe your Price, 
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. ale Hand. 
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Muſt acquaint y mY in i tio chat you 

muſt either pos out your Eyes, or I muſt. 
pull our mine; either you muſt not be Hand- 
ſome, or I muſt be Blind. Yet though my 
Paſſion'is as violent haps as any Man's, 


you ruſt not expert 1 ſhou'd tber , TY 
or Drows. I ſhou'd betray great Want f 
Senſe, and little Knowledge of your Merit, = 
to be willing to leave the World white vou 
are in it. To deal ſincerely with you, Ma- 
dam, I chooſe infinitely the Happineſs of Li. 
ving with you, before the Glory of Ding 
for you. Beſides, I have that good Opinion 
of your Sexſe, to believe you prefer the 
living Lover to the dead; the Lips that are 
warm, to thoſe that are cold; the Limbs 
which have Motion, to thoſe which have 
none. If I muſt die, Madam, kill me witng 
your RNindneſo, but not with your. Cruel: 
Let me expire rather upon your B, | 
than at your Feet. If you ſhall be rengerly 
inclined to give me A Death of this kmd, I mu 
am prepreg to receive it on any Ground "he _, 
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place, and I ſhall not all 
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ad had a very Warm wc 5, ths Among 


4 many general Things we happen'd to fall 
into a Difcourſe of Gen Elizabeth, and a 
Queſtion ariſing what Complexion ſhe was 
of; one Lady ſaid, ſhe was Fair, another 
maintain'd The was Black ;| a third conten- 
ded ſhe was Bromn. The Diſpute Was ma- 


naged with very great Heat, and little Cer- 
tainty on all ſides. "Speed, Baker, Cambden, 


were conſulted; but we found the Hiſto- 
rians either fleur, or as much divided as 
the Company; at laſt, after a long Debate, 
it was the ananimous Reſolution of both 


Ladies and Gentlemen , to refer it to your 


. Eadiſhip's: Determination , as a Perſon of 
greater Antiquity, and conſequently of bet- 


ter Authority than our Chronicles. If you 
ſhall do us the favour to give us ſome Sa- 


1 risfattion 1 in this Matter, Hs will be a general 
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Your Ladiſbip's obedient Servant, 
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Io the ſame. 
Love. Letter to an Old Lady. 


l was informed of your Ladiſhip's Diſ- 


pleaſure: What ſhou'd occaſion your Ins 
dignation, I cannot well appreliend : I do 


aſſure you, no Man living has a greater 


Veneration for your Ladiſhip, or has been 
readier upon all Occaſions to teſtify it to 
the World. To convince you of the Truth 


| JAying a Viſit yeſterday to Mrs. 


of what I ſay, I will relate to you what 


happened laſt Saturday; by which it will 
0 


far from ridi. 


appear, that I have been 
culing you Ladiſbip, which is the Accuſa- 


tion you faſten upon me, that no one could 
have given greater Demonſtration of his Re- 
eck: For being in Company, where men- 
tion was made of your Ladiſbip, not ſo ho- 
aourable indeed, as I could have wiſhed , 
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8 your Quality and C haradter mi . WAS 
required; I-took occaſion to do RO to 
your Merit: Gentlemen „ faid I, you do 


my Lady wron ; for my own part TI muſt. 
_ profeſs, I chin 


Lu cannot be ſerious ſure, replies a certain 


— i 


er a very agreeable Woman, 


Gentleman, who had more Malice than Wi it; 


in my whole Life, I never faw ſo hideous a 


Complexion, Sir, ſaid I, tis unjuſtly done, 
to find fault with a C omplexion , which 1s 


none of her own; if her Face diſpleaſes 


you, blame her Moman who made it. But 
I hope, returned he, you will not deny, 
but that ſhe is Red. hair d- With ſubmiſſi⸗ 
on, Sir, I do, to my certain knowledge 
ſhe has not one Hair on her Head, But 
then her Teeth, all the World muſt allow 


are execrable, 1 deny it, Sir, for ſhe has 


but one that is bad. But you muſt grant me 
her Chin is too long by three Inches. But 
do you apprehend the Reaſon? Tis be- 
cauſe her Neck is too ſhort by two. I fee, - 


Sir, ſaid he, with ſome little heat, you are 
3 Bbftinately bent to oppoſe the Power of 


Truth; but J hope you are not fo far pre- 
judiced , as to maintain her Breath to be 


fect? That Infirmity, Sir, replied I, 5 


the Effect of the Foulneſs of her Lungs, and 

not of her Month; and if her Lungs are rot. 

ten, is it her Laſbips Fault, or Nature's: : 
An 


* Þ Genth 


| And then her: Gate ay s he, is the moſt 
diſagreeable in the World. You have be- 

trayed at once, Sir, faid 1 5 both your 
Malice, and your Ignorance; A if you. had tlle 


Jan 73/1 wa Ladies es. . 1 


| leaſt Acꝗuaintance with her adiſhip, you 


muſt have known better; Alas! pobr Lach! 
ſhe has not walkt without Cratehes theſe 
Ten Years. But then her Conduct, 1 
hope you will not undertake to juſtiſy that; 
how does it become 0/4 Eve, think you, to 
Patch, and Paint, Intrigue, read Romances, 
and Love. V erſes, talk Smuttily, look Amos. 
rouſly , dreſs Touthfully: ; infomuch, that if 
it were not for her Looks, you could not 
diſtinguiſh her from her Daughter. Under 
favour, Sir, you miſtake, tis her Grand. 
Daughter you mean. And then to keep a 
_ young Fellow of five and twenty to fry 
bher brutal Luft. *Tis falſe, I have heard 

Mr. affirm a thouſand! times the was 
Inſatiable. 

He would have proceeded i in his Bana 5 
tions, but I deſired him to omit all farther 
Diſcourſe on that Subject, for that T could 
not, with Patience, ſupport, that a Wo- 
man of your Ladiſhip s Merit, and Virtue, 
and a Woman for whom I had ſo particu- 
lar an Honour, ſhould be fo impudentiy 
Vilified and Blaſphemed to { way = 5 
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162 [Love- Letter, ö 
Is hope by this time you are made ſenſible 
Madam, that I am quite another Perſon 
than you apprehended me to be, and that 
J am ſo far from having any diſreſpectful 
Thoughts of your Ladiſbip, that no one of 
your Grand-Children, the neareſt Relation 
you have remaining, could have gone far- 
ther in your Vindication. But I would not 
have you attrihute my Defence of your La- 
diſhip, alrogether to Reſpect; give it a 
tenderer, and traer Name, and call it 
Love. I ſay Love; for let me die, Madam, 
if T have not a violent Paſſion for your La- 
2 I know you may very well ſuſpect 
the Truth of what I ſay; for Love in me, 
you will te!; me, ought to imply Beauty in 
you. But Love, you know very well, 
creates Beauty no leſs frequently, that 
Beauty does Love. And if by the help of 
Imagination, J can find out Charms in you, 
which no Body elſe can diſcover; I think 
I have reaſonable Foundation enough for 
my Paſſion: there is ſomething, I know not 
where to fix it, tis not in your Face or 
Shape, or Mien, or Air, or any part of your Bo- 
dy; much leſs in your Mind: but ſomething 
there is ſo very agreeable; ſomething T know 
not what, nor where, ſo bewitching that 
tis not in my power to defend my Heart 
againſt you. Perhaps the malicious W wn 
| VI 
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by Gentlemen and L ailies. 163 
will fay you are Old; but we know old 
Wine intoxicates more than zem; and an 
aged Oak is ſtronger than a young one. Tis 
with your Ladihip's Beauty, as with old _ 
Buildings when they fall, it deſtroys with = 
its Ruins. As J profeſs my ſelf an Admirer 
of Antiquity, by conſequence I ſhould have 
no ſmall Pafioa for your Ladiſbip: For! 
muſt tell you, Madam, there are finer Frag- 
ments of Aztiquity in your Face, than any 5 al 

Greece or Italy can boaſt of; and more Beau- 
ty lies buried in one Wrinkle of yours, than 
in the Ruins of the moſt ſtately Arches, or . 

, moſt magnificent Temples, Lou cannot 

therefore queſtion the Sincerity of my Profe- 
ſſion, when I tell you Tam, Madam, wih _ 
all Neale, 


Your Ladiſhip's moſt paſſionate Adorer, 


and moſt obedient, humble Servant. 
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Toa Lady that bad got | an Inflamma- ; 1 
tion in her fyes.  - 

Ou will hardly believe, perhaps, how 
much people talk of your Indiſpoſiti- 


on. The late Eclipſe, when the Sun it ſelf 
I 


1 


„ "$9: 


1 : 5 
j 
- 
« * 
— 


2 


3 4 - a 3 „ W ** 8 . a ated a 9 4 ö * N ö N as W Y * rr * 2 FEST 8 0 
| ET On em ee get Tk: 9 FR“ 2 CO; 2 & 2 : 2 * © Ie * 5 
ts ** 9 * 5 $ 8 I e 3 ON Op IONS 2 >& 7 N 5 * > Ws * 
F, 2 * % | 1 - * 
$1 by * We >” 1 4 . 
A ̃ < "i 17 
ron a » 2 
1 2 5 
fp k . * * Py 


ii W 52. 8 4 . San = 
Was in er occaſion'd not half che Dif. 5 


courſe, as the preſent. Piſtreſs your Eyes are 
in, throughout the whole: Empire of. your 


-  Beaary, that is, rhroughout the whole Ring- 
dom. Nothing is more generally talk d of, 
or more univerſally lamented. 'T hoſe: beau, 
tifal Eyes, which were wont to ſpread Joy 


in all Hearts, now diffuſe Sorrow in every . 


Breaſt : atthe fame time they raiſe diffe- 


rent Paſions; the Women pity what they 


envy, and the Men lument what they adore.” | 


Tis true, there are ſome diſcontented Per- 
ſons, chat perhaps have formerly felt your 
Rigour, who let drop bold Expreſſions; 
they fay, your Eyes are deſeryedly puniſh'd 
for the many Violences and Barbarities they 


have committed; that is but juſt they 


ſhould be afllicted, who have made fo 


many poor Men ſuffer ; and that it ſeems 
.a manifeſt Judgment” of Heaven, that the 
Diſteneper ſhou'd attacque you in the very 


Place where you aſſault. Mankind. Theſe 
are the Murmurs of ſome few Men, Ma- 


adam, whom we except from the Multi- 5 
tudes who n the Calamitics of out 


Fu. Jes; 5 
Sir ene : —, who you know | 


ſpeaks fine things, did me the honour of a 
Viſtt Yeſterday, and commands me to tell 


Feu 5 [2 Fs as he as e FI" as 2 
FS. $ op SLOT 


* 


45 o 


at 
wary ff l 


Fg 
: — 
" 4 
2 
2 
* > 
— ; 5 
- - - _— 
— * 1 « 
4 . * * 4 
* - - % - 2 8 
J 2 #3 8 2 1 
1 y * * by 5 4 
: * = a hs 
vw* 1 4 - = N 
A p - 2 64.4 £ AST: * pct an nba : "NE. « 
4 8 1 3 3 88 WE FP * YE. 
— — _ 
= — Aus < * e * * 1 3 1 2 
Ff c ˙·¹.1 . ͤ an 5 
5 — ewe 5 — 8 7 
* = , a 2 8 IS 82 N "The k 8 ov ny WA Os 
— * D 
2 $1 — I role N 
* 1 n nd 
LENT > 4 I — a 
* 1 8 A S * 
2 5 3 8 1 wand tif on og 
— 


„ Nw 
— k ⅛ ð?Ws ers 13 
$ 9 
2 — TINT bo — 


| ſeem the very Intention of Mis, by this | 
Indiſpoſition, that thoſe very Eyes which 
may juſtly make her proud, ſhowd teach 
her to be humble: that where ſhe is ſtrong- 
eit, ſheſhou'd find her ſelf weat : that where 
he is moſt divine, The ſhow's confeſs her ſelf 
mortal. 


Lb 
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Very religiouſly ab folidly refleted, 


ſays old Solomon; I profeſs I am ſurprized, 
to find 10 much Maturity in ſo much 
Youth: Go on in the Ways = Wiſdom 
and proſper.  * * 

Thus, Madam, like a faithful tr jforian, 
as I am, I have related to you, what is the 
Diſcourſe of the World upon this Infirmi- 
ty; but I am ſenſible, I have made your 

| Lauſlir s Patience ſuffer, by tlie unfaſhion- 
able Length of my Letter, which I fear will 
give your Eyes, in the Weakneſs they are 
in at preſent, too much pain in the reading. 
I ſhall conclude, with my Advice and my 
Wiſh: My Advice, That you wou'd take 


care of the fineſt Eyes i in the World. My 
Wiſh, That the Flame were remov'd from 


| Your Eyes to your Heart. 1 am, 


Madam, 


Toar Lady 8 mo obedient $ ervant. 
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1 . 
As we have one good Quality in our Se 
beyond what yours can boaſt of, that - 
is, ſeldom to make a Promiſe but with a 
Deſign to keep it; T have therefore been 
careful to let you ſee I cannot eaſily forget 
any thing which ſo great an Obligation as 
my Word hath engag'd me to remember: 
And as there was nothing, needful but a 
bare Remembrance of my Promiſe to in- 
duce me to preſerve. it, ſo I hope, on your 
part, there will be nothing more requir'd 
to render what I have ſent you acceptable 
than a Willingneſs to receive it: I confeſs 
[ have given you hut a rude Account of my 
Journey, every part juſt ſcribled o'er with 
as much freedom as *rwas ated, wanting 
leiſure to put it in any other than a /ooſe 
Morning-dreſs, not queſtoning but it may 
pleaſe you as well without the Formalities of 
ele, as a pretty Woman without Stays may 
ſome of your Acquaintance. , e 
In the firſt place I ſhall give you 3 
rough Draught of thoſe diſcoriing Mor- 
ts/s our Company was compos'd of in the 
- OS De het . Stage= 
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Stage- Coach, (viz.) A Barriſter at Law, an 0 


1 Attorney's Clark, a Corniſh Juſt ice, 21. ator ; 
and a Valet to a Parliament-man that would 
be, but ſome diſpute ariſing in the Election 


prevents me fixing his Title, that had 1 


been travelling in a Datch Scout or a Graves. 


end Tili- boat, I could not have been treated 


with leſs Manners, or teas d with more im- 


pertinence. 


The Jaſtice, notwithſtanding the Go- 


vernment's Care for the Reformation of Vice, 


was as drunk as a Datch Captain before he 
engages, and, for the firſt Day, talk*d of 


nothing but Fox-hoands, . March-beer, Mar. 


rants, Whipping-poſts and Vagabonds, Hal. 
lowing as laudably in every interval of his 


Nonſence, as. if he had been riding three. 


quarter: ſpeed at the very Heels of his Bes. 
gles, larding his other Qualifications now and 


then with a Scrap of an old Hunting Song, 


with a Hey down, ho down, Vc; which gave. 
me good reaſon to ſuſpect he had been much 
more converſant with Robin Hood's Balads 


than with Keeble's Statutes, underſtanding 
the latter I believe as much as a German 
Jagler does Necromaucy, or a Lora-Mayor 


/ ͤ K 
The Libs of the Lam were mueh di- 


ſturb'd ac his Bamling, | for 1 conceive they | 


| Jove no Bodies Noiſe but their mn. They 


_; bt 


x A 


—_—_— 
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gy” Gentl 


Sir, 1 int ſleep; I din t care a Ft for your 


| | Anger, Pm a Juſtice of Peace, and worth thin. 
ty Thouſand. Pound, and am the head" Mun 


where I live; and By Good, if jou cume ta : 


Lancthon, I'M give you a Glaſs of the beff 
March-Beer: you ever drank: in er Life: 
but I will make a Noiſe if I pleaſe. I was in 
hopes of ſeeing Law and Juſtice fall together 
by the Ears, but at laſt J»/tjce ſlept and the 


Lam got the better by ſurviving it. 


The Thlor, had you ſeen him you wand 


have ſworn he had been broke by the Ja- 
| bilee Beadæ, for he had Lines of Faith in 


his Face, and his Clothes bore the Marks 


of Poverty. he complain' d very much of 4 


Trang: I find *ris a common Calamity, 


and runs more Familiesthan the Riyal Out 
Lottery, 5 


The alet verfonated) lis Maſter toa Tit: 


tle, andwas as arrogant and noiſie as e hae wy 


C .ountry "Square 1 in England. 
Now, If I were to be hang 


the Cauſes — had in hand. The Clark was 
a5 impertinent as a Midwife at a Gaſſipping; 
and J as dull as an old Woman at a Funeral. 


b. fail d not to Eat and Drink 2 


Jeme: VS a 00 _ 
2 delied him to ſleep; but he ery'd, Tanis, = 


pd, Donut un 
who had moſt Manners of a all theſe: The 


Lavyer ſlept Dogs-{leep moſt part of tie 
Way, I ſuppoſe the better to ruminate on 
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upon the Road, nor to make me club to the 7 
Reckoning; Jaſtice and Law were both of du 
4. ide in that particular; and the Court of nit 
Engaity being very chargeable, I choſe to ſub- w. 
mit upon any Terms, rather than ſeek for tic 
PW 
After the Fatigue of four Days, which 
might ſerve for a reaſonable Penance for all 
the Sins I ever committed in my Life, I 
arrived at Exon, where we met the Judge. . 
entering the Town in as much Triumph as 
ever Cæſar did Rome after a Victory; the 
High- Sheriff rode in as much State as a Co. 
lanel of the City Traiu-bande, and much in 
the ſame order, only the SHeriſf march'd in 
the Rear of his Army, and the other in the 
Front. The next Day being Sunday, calbd 
by the Natives of this Country Maze-Sun- 
ad, (and indeed not without ſome reaſon, 
for the People look*d as if they were galli- 
ed) T was wak'd by the tremendoys Sound 
of a Horſe-trumpet, I imagitvd ſome Mon- 
ſter was to be ſeen, and, looking out of my 
Window, I ſaw ſeveral ſorts; the firſt were 
Mrs. Sheriff. and her Hausband, (for Women 


= rule in this Climate, and therefore I give | {4 
"i her the Preheminence) in a triumphant p 


| Chariot (erected on purpoſe for that Oc- | , 

caſion) with Di and Doll crouding to fee 4 

their Worſhips, as if it had been his Czariſo h 
770 J0 RI gn i Majey'y ; 
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1 age the Cuſtom it ſeems is to con- 
duet them in this manner to the moſt mag- 

nificent Church of the place, where we 

will leave them to their ſeveral Ejacula- 

tions. . JJV 


x 
7 


\ 


I am your oblig d Servant, 
8 40 Do know who, + 


4 

_— 
——— * 
. 0 


+ 11 THE , 
Madam, N of EET ate Apr. 22. 1700, 
[ Received your Letter, and am glad to 
find by it, that you have got that by. 
making a {mall Journey to Exeter, for whict 
other People are forced to croſs the Alpes, 
and beat the Hoof to Room, I mean the Re- 
miſſion of your Sins, which you think you 
have made a reaſonable Atonement for, 7 
ſuffering ſo much from the Inpertinence f 
the Corniſh Juſtice and the two Limbs of 
the Ls, 88 54 Fes 
But, Madam, dont flatter your ſelf, or 
think that your Chalk will be ſo eaſily wi- 
ped out. You have been a great Sinner in 
your time, and four Days Penance in a Stage- 
Coach will hardly atone for the Sins you 
have committed: And, becauſe we are too 
| y : 15 apt | 


— — — 


: / 7 Sn 


Low FRY 


apt to be over-favourable to our Nie ive * 
me leave, Madam, to awaken your %. 


ference out of this dangerous Stare of Security, 


by laying before you ſome of the many Sins 
you are accountable for. 


Imprimis, Here are People in 1 Town that 


charge you with! Marders numberleſs; and, 


_ unleſs you heartily repent of them, and 10. 


miſe to commit no more, I find but little 


pa s of you. Yes, Madam, you are char- 


' with Murder, with this horrid Aegra- 
45 3 too on your "ſide, That whereas other 
Aſſaſſimes only murder their Enemies, or ſuch 


as they ſuſpect to be ſo, 2 make no ſeruple 


to #i/[ your Lovers that throw themſelves at 


your Feet, and wou'd purchaſe a ſingle Smile 


— 


from you at a ſeven Tears Service. 
In the next place, Vou are accuſed of 
Theft. Set your Hand to your Heart,” Ma- 


dam, and do but conſider how many of | 
As thoſe valuable Commodities you have ſtolen 
in your time, yet never had the Conſcience - 


to reſtore them tothe right Owners, What 
makes the Crime worſe in you, you have 
added Sacrilege to Theft, and Hole away 


Peoples Hearts at Church, in the time of 
Divine oz, r in the ſ⸗ f ghr of Moſes and 


| Aaron. 
You'll tell me, perhaps, that this i is no 
Duet, and that if Men will put their Hearts 


upon 
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my right to diſpoſe of them, das I couꝰd in- 


ſtance in a thouſand married Men that ſigbed 


for you, and according to the ancient Pro. 


verb, the Receiver is as bad as the Thief, for 


7 


em upon you. 


* - 


they Hole em from their Wives to beftow 


only your own Sins but thoſe of other Peo- 
ple to anſwer for. How many Women have 


you made guilty: of the horrid Sin of Detra- 


tion, and tell a thoufand malicious Stories 


of you, only becauſe you were handſomer | 


thaw they? How many Men have you 


made guilty, of Perjum, and tempted them / | 
to . io: former Vows, to ſacrifice em 


to YOUuE ©. = 


bus, Madan, I have made bold to lay 
ſome of your Sins before you. Should 1 


undertake to: ſend you a full Catalogus of 


them, I ſhould have as fine time ont, as 


the Commiſſioners , that are to inſpect pub- 


lick Accounts. Therefore never think that 


your Exeter Journey has compourn ded for? hem, 


I wor'd adviſe you this holy Tear of Jubilee, 


to turn your Face towards Rome; but, alas, 
you'd ſpoil the Devotion of all the Pilprims 


there, that according to our laſt” Advices, | 
are above a hundred thouſand ſtrong- In 


4 


en and Ladies. 73 
| upon. you, how can you help it. But Ar 
aum, ſome People gave them you, who had 


"Thirdly and laſth, Madam, you have not 
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> +. poſitive Text, and to put your Chandle an. 
dier a Buſbel. Come to Town as ſoon as you 
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© © "ſhort, Madam, I don't know what courſe 
1 to adviſe Ou to; only don't ſtay lon g in the 


Counti, for tiat wou d be to Treſpaſs againf 


can, and begin to make Reſtitution in the 


Place where you have done the moſt Miſ- 


You deſire, in my Anſwer, I ſhou'd 


tranſmit you ſome News ; I aſſure you, Ma. 
dam, there is not enough ſtirring about 


Weekly Papers, without a tedious repeti- 


% 


| howeyer, for once, I will ftrain a Point to 


Town, to fill the laſt half Column of the 


tion of the fame fulſome Stuff: that the 


City Nems-hounds ſit as huſh over their Coffee, 


as ſo many Engliſb men in a Tavern when 
the Drawer has brought the Reckoning : But 


oblige you. 


Notwithſtanding the late War in Fl. 
ders, and the preſent Tear of Jubilee, have 


rid the Nation of-abundance of Fools, yet 


| Kyaves are every Term as thick in Weſft- 
minſter - Hall , and  Cxckolds every Day as - 


every one ſo applies himſelf to the Sage, 


numerous upon Charge, as if they had ſtill, 
ber. 
Town as Quack-Dotors or Stock-Jobbers, and 


that 


lon Wo, — — 


without loſs, preſerv'd their ancient Mum 


Poetaſters are grown as numerous in this 
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6 chr 3 W bite-F ars *Privitihs att quite 
beggar'd for want of Ralade: Let is, I 
obſerve is as ſcarce as 'twas in x ie time of | 
TJeſſry C auctr, when a Diſtich 0 
were worth a Pa age of Proſe , and a Song, 
with a Fa-lalla Chorus, Was ue f TiC ore li li- 
I tend to than 4 Sm * 
| Diſcretion: zu matried W one; is e 
1 grown as ſcarce as Moeſty in Maude; they 
. ſo forward their Dia gbrers, by cheit oW ] | —_— 
| foolifplTalk and Sie, „ that the pft 
Aut at Seven, inſtead of a Ruhl talks * 8 
nothing but a Hwbzed, and theyoung Lan 
at Eleven is as ripe in her Thoughts," ar 
as pert in her Behavicur às if her'F e —_ 
had been at the famous Mrs, Cie her, "oi 
' Lade of a Dapting. 11 
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TCC 
1 know, : Aalen ores of this News muſt 1 
ſeem ſtrange to a 2 of your" 1-7 tae, —- "Y 
but the more ſurpriving , generally the —_— 
more acceptable, ef} perially if it be 'ttnes. -, 
for which 28 it you to ſupply 
| ſcarcity of ſuch as might have been more 
l, | welcome; and the: Dre beg your” WWeefe 
—tance ol in roon — betten, . „ Das —_ 
7 dam, 14 Io, + 41 5 2 1 N e 4 5 
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lan, . 


10 r Lehn 105 an Old 
80 Ls Lady jor ſnoaked Tobacco... ; 


Ul 


lang the fihanired World renſur 


Vie you, Madam, not to —— with; ſo in- 


nocent a Diverſi did In the firſt place it is 
Heathful; and as Galen de uſu Partium 5 


rightly obſerves, is a Sovereign Remedy 
for — Tooth. ach, the conſtant Perſecutor 


of Old Ladies. Secondly, Tobacco, though 
it be a Heatheniſh Weed, is a great help 


to Chriſtians Meditations ;. which is the 


Reafſon\T ſuppoſe that Recommends i it to 
our Parſons; the Generality of whom, can 


no more write a Sermon without a Pipe i in 


their Mouths | than 4 . oucordance in their 


Hands: beſicles, D every Pipe you break, 
may ſerve to put you in mind of Mortality 


and ſhow: 175 upon what ſlender —_ | 


Man's, Life depends. I knew a Diſſentin 


Miniſter, — 25 on Faſt-days uſed to mortify ö 


upon a Rump of Beef, becauſe it put him, as 


he ſaid, in mind, that all Fleſh was Graſs, ; 


but JI am ſure mth more may be ſearnt 
from Tobacco. It may inſtruct you that 


Riches, e and all the Glories of this 
12 8920 


you. for Smoaking, yet I would: — 
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World n like a Vapour. Thirdy, It is 
a pretty Play-rhing: A Pipe is the ſame to 
an Old Woman, that a Gallant is to a 
young one, by the ſame Token 3 


both W/, ater at Mouth. Fourthly and Laſt= 

ly, Tr is faſhionable, at leaft? vin fair way . 
of becoming fo; cold Tea, you know, 
has been this long while in Reputation at 13 
; Court, and the Gill as naturally uſhers in 


8 the Pipe, as the Sword. Bearer walks before y 

| ray tg, va x8 © WY; 

4 = Tn an » your 22 bumble Servant, 

h = : 5 5 

9 — ene ' 

e 

n * 

in 7 Herher a Ane or your agg 

ir ' ſcription has made me well, L pro-kö 
41 "teſt I cannot tell; but thus much I'can © Mb 
y, ſay, that as the one was the moſt nauſeous 

s, © thing I ever knew, ſo the other was the 


fs; I keep a Secretary as well g Apothecary. 
nt The Obſervations I have made are theſe, 


at that your Preſcription ſtaid not long with 


is me, but your Letter has, J eſpecially that 


Id Mi ER 


+ moſt entertaining. 4 would gladly :(oribe. - 
my Cure to the laſt; and, if fo, your Pra. 
= If 7 ſo univerſal, you muſt - 
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eee e Memory: You'll find 
me much alter 


2 * 1 * 1 1 ; 8 a 4 . 8 — =p at 
75 66 . 5 Ke 8 1 *7 U ** 1 . >; 4.” . 25 ww F f 
- 1 5 4 28 * Nr Y * . . : . * F — F I * 4 5 , "of wr $ D ; No 
3 part of it where you told me I was not a 
/ * . a 
+ | * 3 * 


had yeſterday a great Bely laid to me. A 
Facetious Widew,, who is my C 


done with it; however, III forgive you 
ving Lite to two People. Pray let me have 
a Confolatory Letter from you upon this 


come, excepting Rain 1n this Sandy C ountry 


Service, pray preſeribe her 
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in every thing when you 
ſee me, but in my eſteem for your ſelf: I, 
that was as lank as a Crane, when I left 
Fou at London, am now as plump as an Or. 
tolan. 1 have left off my alſe Calves, and 


| | onfident in 
this Affair, ſays you ought to Father the 
Child; for He that lends a Man a Sword is 
in ſome part acceſſary to the Miſchief is 


the Inconvenience you've put me to. 1 
believe you were not aware you were gi- 


new Calamity; for nothing can he fo wel 


where we live. The W7dow ſaith, ſhe re- 
ſolves to be Sich, on purpoſe to be ac- 
quainted with you: But I tell her ſhe'll re- 
liſh your Preſcriptions better in full Health: 

And if at this diſtance you can do her no 


n hiumbòle Servant, T. M. 
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o o Quevedo. | 


Poems has ſo long plung'd me in. 


middle Years put all thoſe Deluſions to 8 | | 
ſtand ; I have now ſome moderate Efteern - 
for other Thoughts beſides Images ani Bo. 


ſcriptions. J am not in my former Extaſies 


at every Metaphor, and can almoſt bear ths "if 


Rapture of a fine Turn. Poetry, believe me, 
leads the Reader, as well as the Kuight, 


into an nel World: The Objects are 
all there dreſt in falſe Colours, and nothing 


appears in its due proportion. But if it de- 


ceives us in all things abroad, what Diſor- 
ders and Confuſion does it raiſe at home? 


By feeding the Mind with Delicacies, it 


makes it mad after Pleafure,, and lets all the 
paſſions looſe upon us. Our Joys it blows 
ap too high, and makes our Griefs fit heavi- 
„; and, what is yet worſe, it kindles in 
as that fooliſh Paſſion Love, the ruine of 


our Eaſe, and Dotage even in Vouth. 


1 . my Friend, 1 begin 6 1 
A awake out of thoſe Dreams and 8 
5 3 „which the reading of Verſes And 
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_. Whereas EPL HART improve all our | 
"3 Facyltles, makes the Judgment. ſtronger 


and the Memory take in more, The Dull : | 


it teaches to Percejve, and the Giddy to At. 


tend. It diſtinguiſhes between Trae and 


Falſe, and enures us to Difficulties: Beſides, 
it gives us a thouſand Advantages in Life. 
By this the Miſer counts his Bags, and the 
Conntry-man knows his Times and Seaſons. 
This gives our Cannon aim in War, and in 
Peace furniſhes every Workman. with his 
Tools. Hbw many. noble Engines has it 
invented? In one the Wind labours for us, 
and another turns Bogs and Pools into firm 
Land. This builds us Houſes, defends our 
Towns, and makes the Sea uſeful. Nor are 


its Effects leſs wonderful than advanta- 


gious. The Mat hematician can do more 
things than any Poet e'er yet conceiv'd. 
He in a Map can contract Aſia to a ſpan, 
and in a Glaſs ſhew a City to a ſingle 
Houſe, atd an Army to a Man. He can 
ſet the Heavens a thouſand Years. forward, 
and call all the. Stars by their Names. 
There is ſcarce any thing without his 
reach; He can gauge the Channel of the 
Sea, and weigh Saturn. He ſees fartheſt 


into the Art and Skill of the Creator, and 


ean write the beſt Comment on the ſix VAC | 


Work. 
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Be advisd therefore to ep your er 


rather in the re pres. of your Under- 


ſtanding, than debauching of your Paſſions, 


and to prefer Realities before Appearantes. 


In my Mind, to make a Dial is harder than 


to find a Motto to it, and a Proſpect drawn' 

in Lines pleaſanter than one in Words. In- 
ſtead of Deſcriptions of cool Groves and 
flowry Gardens, you may inform your ſelf 


of the Situation and Extent of Empires, 


and while others are wandring in Ehſtan- 
fields and fancy'd Shades below, you may 


raiſe your Thoughts to the Infinity of 


Space above, and viſit all thoſe Worlds 
that ſhine upon us here: Think moſt of 


Mercury when he is fartheſt” off the Sun, 
and mind little 1 in Venus but her Periodic 
Motion. 

To let you ſee 4 hays got the art. of 
you, I, now follow the old Rule of, Nalle 
dies ſine Linea, and am fo far advanc'd' i in 
Geometry that I defie any Man to make a 
rounder Circle, or cut a Line in two more - 
nicely than my ſelf. I am well versd in 
Squares, am no ſtranger to the Doctrine of 
Proportion, and have tranſpos'd A, B, C, D, 
in all the Mathematical Anagrams they are 
capable of. My Chamber I have ſurvey'd 
five times over, and have at length found 
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; 10 Mi; abs a Bargain of 
l ˖ ch you {hall ſoon fee diſpos d into 
ſtions and Counterſcarps. 
muſt confeſs a great Confuſion in my 
between Rhin Angles, 
monſtration. But at length Virgil has 
2. to Euaclid, and Poetical Feet and 
een 2 ir Ke 170 


Let me for the future therefore catch 1 no 
8M unleſs it be 
| a tolow my Counlel, unleſs 
ou can make one of theſe Stu 
vient to the other, your Poetry mi and 
learn'd, and your Mathematics e and 
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Addreis to you, that the Preſeng 
mignt not be altogether unworthy. 3 
of you, I took care to obtain the 4 
Conſent of my Friends to publiſh ſome Cet 25 

bes, which they: wh writ + as en to 
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HH Wha 1 lock upon my y Elk, 1 Gnd There 
nag to beg Pardon for my Prelumptions = 
But when I confider thoſe Gentlemen, I an „ 
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Names and Peſert are univerſally known, 


and yet; proud to do Homage. to yours. 
They are Gehitlerhen, tis true, Who are di- 
vided in their Intereſts 5 Sho differ in 
heix Politick Fr 

_ Judgmentsof 


wht all the 


whenthey ſeal [pea | bf you.” | 

'la 3 "this. little Bock to ou, I 
only defign d. to ſhew Zeal and oj Gra- 
titude ; but they aſſure" me unanimouſly, 
that T have likewiſe ſhewn my Judgment. 
Tho? indeed, Sir, the number of the Great, 
who caſt a favbürable Eye upon Human 
Learning, is not fo conſiderable, but that 2 
Man who would Addreſs an ching of this 


Nature to one of them, may ſoon determine 


his Choice. Proficients in other Arts are 
encouraged by Proſit, which is their main 
Deſign, but he who beſtows all his time up- 
on Human Studies is incited by Glory alone, 


and the World takes care that he ſhould 


have no more than he ſeeks ſor. The En- 
thuſiaſt, the Quack, the Pettifogger, are 
rewarded for Torturing, + and for 1 

| en; 
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| Knded to find your ſelf at the Head of no 
Vulgar nay ; ; a Compan Y whoſe 


* Company rais'd far above the bot 
Mankind by their owg extraordinary Merit, 


a_—— 42a tw = 4 


| Ang bat they agree in | 
es, and cher always conſent N 
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but great Souls are capable of great Deſigns; 
and few Couttiers have had Great 


Mind enough to procure the Promotion of 


Science, which is the Exaltation of Human 


Nature, and the Enlargement of the Em- 


dire of Reaſon. Our Miniſters of State have 
formerly behaved themſelves with ſa much 
Indifference, as if it would hade leſſen d them 
to have taken any care of Letters: They 
have ſhewun themſelves as — uncan . 
cernd, as if not one had dil 


2 time when our Neighbours are grown ſo 
knowing, the Publick Saftey depends on 


the Progreſs of Learning, and that to Patro: 


nize Science, is to take care of the Statł. Be- 
des, too many of our States · men have been 


-1gagd in unjuſt Deſigns. Moſt of our Po: 
uticians have done their Endeavour ta en- 


croach on the Crown; or to attempt on the 
eople. Few have had Capacity and Inte- 
;rity enough to keep the Balance ſo ſteady, 


as to maintain Prerogative at onee, and 4. 
iert Privilege; to ſerve the King Zealoully, 
and their Country Faithfully ; to pole 
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F: higheſt Importance. Inſtead of that, moſt 
ofſthem have had reaſon to be afraid of the 


EKing or the Commons 5 2 


od dicato 2 


— the: 
be courted by por oy Kano. 45 pies 
Reproſentarivey ar the very 
yd by the King in Matters of the 


who have 
been ſolicitolis for their oαn Safety, have 
ſeldom appear concern d for the Good of 
others. Few then have been and are in a 


tllerefore thoſe happy Few, deſerve all the 
Honouts which: We are able to pay them. 
Of thoſc, Sir, you apy 
Ranky and are to the Commonwealth of 
Learning what you are to thoState, à great 
Defence and a ſhining Ornament.” Vou have 
army encouraged all ſorts of Studies, but 


havs been juſtly and 1 to thoſe, 

for which the State has made no-Provifion : 
_ Which is enough to gain yowthe Eſteem of 
_dllwho have any _ ard for Learning; and 


to-wiih the very Souls of all, who, like me, 


are charm d — he ſofter Studies of Hu- 


manity. For which your Zeal has been ſo 


difuſth e that it has extended it ſelf even to 
meh tho? bare Inclination to cultivate Elo 
quae and Poetry; was the only thing which 
* recommend} me to you: Yet even this 


has 


time that they | 


„ i... Me. 


Condition to be Protectors of Learning, and 


eur in tlie foremoſt 
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| had to you, has been tie greateſt-Obligati- 0 
on that you could lay upon a Man w hass 8 


thoſe I have found an Attractive anda Hu- 
mane Greatneſs, the Generous Sincerity of 


Deportment Noble without Pride, and Mo- 


Teal Greatneſs; and to wait upon you, ſince 


to refolve to attempt ir no more. Nou hae 


8 3 * 


1 


has been encourag d by the Promiſe of you: Ml 
Protection, and bythe Humanity of hr 8 
Receiving me: The Acceſs which I have 
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{till vallu'd Merit above all the World, and = 
who has ſought his Improvement more tan Il 
he has his Advancement. When I have at a 
any time approach'd you, I have found in 

you none of thoſe Forbidding Quallities,'of '” -_ 
which they accuſe the Great; Inſtead of 


the Man of Honour, joyn'd with the Grace 
and Complaiſance of the Courtier, and!a= if 


deft without Deſcending, Nature has made 
me ſomething avers from making my Court 
to Fortune: Put I am proud to attend upon 


firſt you encouraged me, has been at one 
my Duty and my Ambition, A 4 
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The Permiſſion which you gave me to ap- 
proach you, was ſo great an Incitement to . 5 
ne, that I believe it might have brought mee 
to write well, if I had not a very juſt reaſon "i 


5 


gen me one great Encouragement before 1 
had the honour to ſee you, and that was, 
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Therefore while 1 ſung, he fung 

ve admir our Conquering 
Monarch, but we admir'd in Silence. We 
_ rever'd the Greatneſs of your Genious, and 
neglected our Talents. Indeed the Strength 
and Sweetneſs of your Voice was fit to charm 
us alone, and we, who followed, were only 
fit for the Chorus. But you have left a Pro-— 
vince, which you have made your-own,- to 
the Adminiſtration of thoſe Who are under 
you, and are gone on in your uictorious Pro- 
greſs to the Acquiſition of new Glory. From 
which J am ſenſible that I detract by detain | 
ing you: For your Actions are your beſt 
Encomiums, and the loud Conſent of the 
Nation your beſt Panegyrick. It was a glo- 


alone. We admir'd inde 


rious one that was ſpoken to you by the Peo- 


ple of Weſtminſter, in the Requeſt that they 


made to you to ſerve as their Member in the 
preſent Parliament, at a time when they 
were Caballing all over the Kingdom, and 
Gentlemen were depriving Peaſants of their 
little Rea ſon, in order to obtain their Voi- 
ces; Mr. Montague s Merit, while he was 
ſilent, ſollicited for him fo importunately, 
that it prevaiPd upon a number of * 
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by leaving off Writing your ſelf. For va- 
gnnitjy is a greater Incitement to Poets than 
Penſions, and even Want depreſſes the Spi- 
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rits leſs than the thought of being ſurpaſſed. 
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F. TR Epiſtle Dedicatory. - _ "7 -» _ 
rahle Inhabitants of the Politer, Parts of te 
Town, to come and make. it their humble 

Requeſt to you, to Honour them by Repre·.- 
ſenting them, which puts me in mind of a2 
Saying of De la Bruiere, That the People are 
then at their height of Happine(s, when their 
King makes choice for his Confidents, and for 
his Miniſters, of the very ſame Perſons that 
the People woald have choſen, if the Choice bad 
been in their Power. This at preſent, is ou 
own-Caſe; for doubtleſs the ſame People, 
who, without any Brigue or the leaſt Cor- 
ruption, came voluntarily to entreat you to 
ſuffer them to place you in the Great Coun- 
_ cil of the Kingdom, would, if the Choice 
had been in their power, have plac'd you in 
the Privy-Council; and they who frankly 
offer'd to truſt you with the Diſpoſal of the 
Mony which is in their Houſes, would have 
truſted you, had it been in their power, with 
the Intendency of that in the Treaſury. So 
that the Peoples Proffer to Chuſe you, ſeems 
to me to he a loud Approbation of the Choice, 
which the King had made before of you, 
and of your Miniſtration upon that Choice. 
But J injure the Publick while I detain you: 
Yet give me leave to end with my zealous 
Wiſhes for you, that the Happineſs may 
be multiplied on you, which you ſo nobl 
'cek' to communcate, that you may <a. 
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upon you, in 
e: Yet Envy | 
5 that Mr. 
10us Stock, 
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tuns; 


475 . 5 | I am, Sir, THEE 9 , 
hp T.̃0our mot humble 
and moſt obedient Servant, 
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Jonxx Dennis. 
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Once reſolved to have alongPref, 


Book; but the Impreſſion has bern ſo long retard. 
ed by the fault of thoſe who had the Care of it, that 1 
have now neither time nor Humor to execute what I 
intended, ] ſhall therefore only give a Compendions 
Account of what I propoſed to have treated of more ar 
large: I deſigned, in the fir5F place, to have ſaid” 
ſomething of the Nature and of the End of « Leiter, 
and thought to have prov'd that the Invention of it was” 
ro ſupply Converſation, and not to imitatè it, for that 
nothing but the Dialogue was capable of doing that; 
from whence I had drawn this Concluſion, 'That' the 
Style of a Letter was neither to come quite up to that 
of Converſation, nor yet to keep at too griat 4 di-. 
{tance from it. After that, I determined to ſhew, that” 
11 Converſation is not Familiar ;, that it may be Ce- 
ve monious, that it may be Grave, nay, that it may be 
Sublime, or that Tragedy muſt be allow'd to be om of 
Nature: That if the Sublime were eaſie and uncon- 
ſtrain d, it may be as conſiſtent with the Epiſtolarß 
Style, as it was with the Ditaftique ;, that Voiture 
4d admirably joyn d it with one of them, and Longi- 
nus with both, After this, I reſold to have ſaid 
ſamet hing of thoſe who had moFt ſucceeded in Letters 
gion gat the Ancients and Modterns, and to have treat- 
of their Excellences and their Defefts : To have 
len more particularly of Cicero and Pliny amongiſt 
_ the Ancients, and among it the Moderns of Balzac and 
_ Voiture ; to have ſhewn that Cicero is too ſimple and 
v0 dry, and that Pliny is too affected, and too re- 
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' nd; CIR WL of ave in li 
aid tharboth off em have too lavle of Nature. (Thr 2 
the Elevation of Balzac was frequently forced, * 
bis Sublime affected; that his Thoughts were WES A- 
| bove bis Sabject, and his Empreſſion almo#t always 4. 

bove his 7 boughts, and that whatſoever his Subjects 

nere, his Style was ſeldons Alter di: that Voiture was. 
 enſie and unconſtrain d, and natural when he was mot 
exalted; that he ſeldom endeavoured to be witty at the 
Expence of right Reaſon : but that, as his Thoughts. 
were for the moſt part true and ja, his Expreſſion 
was often defretive, and that his Style was 200 little di- 
ver ſiſyed. That for my own part, as I a ite- 
# ſhort of - the extraordinary Qualities of theſe great 
= Alen, I thought my ſelf obliged to endeavour the ra- 
1 ther to avoid their Faults; and that conſequently I bad. 
Pp talen all the care that I could, not to think out of Na- 
——- ture and good Sence, and Neither. to force nor neglect 
my Expreſſions ;, and that I had always talen care to 
ſuit my Stile to my Subject, whether it was Familiar . 
= or Sublime, or Didattique ;, and that I had more or 
1 lefs . it in every Letter. Al this and more I de- 
176 ignea to have ſaid. at large, mhich F: haue only hinted. 
vdo in a burry. I have nothing to add, but to de- 
| ©. fire the Reader ro excuſe my bad Performance, upon”. 
the account of my good Endeavour, and for ſtriving to 
ao well in a manner of Writing, which; is at all times 
uſeful, at this time neceſſary; a manner in which 
"= the Engliſh would ſurpaſs both 'the Ancients and Mo- 
6 .. derne, if they would but cultivate it, for the very | fame 
» Reaſon that they have ſurpaſſed then 6 in Comedy, But 
's methinks, I have a Title to the Reader's Favour for 
JI have more than made Amends for the Defetts -of 


u on Letters, by entertg ining bim with thoſe of my 
Friends. | A 


£33 — r — —¼ 
n rer = 


Write 5 y Trend Eminent Hinds 


— 1 17 2 ; ITY 
* 


"op Walter Moyle, th e 


gu⸗ Sir, 


F OV know a grave Fellow Ares "Y 
that upon the Ceſſation of Oracles, 

flamentable Cries were heard in the 
Air, ER along the Coaſts the Death 
of the Great Pan: And have not you upon 
this Death of good Sence, and this Ceſſation . 
of Wit! tell me truly; have not you heard 


Theſe Sounds 1 b the C orniſh' Shore, 
The Sage Wil - is no more? 


Gone is the univerſal Lord of WIT! He 
to whom all the Wits paid Homage; For 
whom his Subjects ſet a Tax upon Words, 
and laid exorbitant Cuſtoms on Thoughts: 
He's dead; alas, he's dead. 

Dead, I mean, Sir, in a legal Capacity; 

that i is, Outlaw'd and gone into the Friars ; 
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to go into which, is once more to Outlaw 
himſelf: He has done it, Sir, and ill Fortune 
has brought him to be a Felo de ſe that way. 
For ſince the Law thought ir but Juſt to put 
Will out of its Protection, Will thought it 
but prudent to put himſelf out of its Power. 
And ſince the Law could uſe lum with fo 
much Contempt; as to declare to all the 
World that it does not care for Mill.  /r-— ; 
Mill, who is extreamly ſtout in Adverſity, 
has declar'd by his Actions, That he does 
not care for the Law. Virgil tells us in his 
Sixth Book, That the Souls in Hell were bu- 
fied about the ſame things in which they 
were employed upon Earth; even ,ſo does 
Sage Will uſe the ſame Nutmeg-grater, and 
the ſame Tea-pot in the Friars, that he 
handled before in Bow-ſreet. Thus has he 
left the Wits without any Sorrow, tho he 
loves them, and without taking any Leave 
of them. For Vill thinks they cannot be 
long from him; and he ſays, he expects 
that in a very little time his old Company 
ſhould be conſtant at his New Houſe. And 
doſt not thou think that they too have 
_ reaſon to expect the very ſame thing? For 
as the death of any Man ought to put all 
his Friends in mind, that he went before 
but to lead them the way; ſo Will's De- 
parture from this miſerable Life, this lewd 
L „5 Covent- 


r 

1 on pere ca ions. „ > 
Covent garden Life, and his Ferrying from Ml 
Somerſet-ftairs to the infernal Shore of Al. 

| fatia, ſhould be a Memento to the reſt of . Ml 
the Wits, that he is but gone whirher they = 
all muſt follow. = 

Jo leave off Poetical Simmilies, this Body 
Politick is in a curſed Condition, and can- 
not keep long together without 2 Head. 
The Members are at preſent in a grave De- 
bate how. to get one. To morrow the 
whole Houſe will reſolve it ſelf into a grand 

Committee, to conſult about Ways and 
Means of making proviſion for the: Combs = — 
mon Neceſſities. Some talk of an Exciſe 
upon Hay-Dew and Rasberry-brandy : That 

there will be a Poll is ſtrongly aſſerted, in 
which every Man is to pay according to his 
reſpective Condition. To Morrow it will be 
known to how much each Man's Quoza Mi 
amounts. As for Example: How much a ũ 

Poet is to pay, how much a Wit, how much — 1 

a Politician, and how much a Critick. A 

Critick did 1 fay? I beg your Pardon : 
They have voted Nemine Contradicente , 
that they will Ceſs no S ritick till Mr. Moyle 
returns. 

I have given them my Sentiments upon | 
the forementioned Poll, which were, That 
it was ſomething hard to make a Man pay 
for D calbd, Wit, Poet, or Critick ; 
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That they ſaw by Experience lately in the 
| | State, that poor Dogs gruthbled to pay for 
bo that. People would be contented to be tax'd 
for their Nick- names? That in ſetling this 
Tax, they were to take a quite contrary 
Method, to that Which was taken upon 
ſetling a Tax in the State. That in the 
State, ſometimes a Man paid for what he 
really had; As for Example, when a Coun- 
try Squire paid for his Land or his Money; 
and ſometimes for what he really had not, 
as when a Cit that is twice dubb'd, Knight 
by the King, and Cuckold by his Wife, 
pays for his Honour, and for his Children. 
The firſt of which is but as it were his, for 
it is really the King's; and the Second of 
which are btit as it were his, for they are 
really the Courtiers, who help'd him to 
his Title. In the State too a Man is made 
to pay for ſomething which he does, or 
for ſomething which he does not. As a 
Jacobite pays ſo much for Sweiring'when 
he's Drunk, and fo much for not Swear- 
ing, when he's Sober. But that in our 
Caſe, if we would be exactly Juſt, we 
ſhould make People pay neither for what 
they have, nor for what they have not; 
nor for what they do, nor for what they 
do not; But ſhould oblige them to pay 
q f 9 0 
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| only. for e to have what they 4 8 
ally have not, or for offering to do, What 
| ey are urterly incapable of doing. That 
thus the Tax would certainly fall upon the 
moſt ſolvent part of the Body. For how 
ridiculous would it be to tax a Man for 
having Poetry and Wit, when they are al- 
moſt always ſigns that -he has not a Far- 
thing to pay? On the other ſide, how ab: 
ſurd would it be to tax him for a bare want 
of thoſe Qualities? ſince when a Man is 
dull without Pretending, 'tis ten to one 
but he is Poor, for Riches make Men vain, 
and Vanity makes them affected. But he 
who is not much at his eaſe, is hardly at 
leiſure for Affectation; and I have often ſeen, 
that when Vanity has thrown a Fop out 
of Nature, Neceſſity has brought him back 
again: But a rich Rogue will be ſure to 
be always Pretending. Fortune takes plea- 
ſure in making thoſe Vain, whom Nature 
before made —— and both of them 
often conſpire to finiſh a Coxcomb. Thus 
I would: have none pay but they who put 
Gravity upon us for Wiſdom, Viſions for 
Politieks, and Quibhles for Wit; and 1 
un have no Man at any Expence for 
being calbd a Poet, a Wit, or a Critick, 
woch he by himſelf. It would be equally - 
hard to lay aTax upon any one, for bs. II 
A as 3 For- 
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Fortune, or. for his Ill Nature, ſince they I 
are things of which no Man is Maſter. But | 
what ? A Sot cannot help his Vanity. A- f 
greed: But then it makes him ſo much hap- 1 
pier than he deſerves to be, that he may WS. 
well be contented to pay for it. : ; 

I am your Moſt humble Servant, 

5 JOHN- DENNIS ; 

To Mr. Wycherley, at Cleve, near Shrews- 1 

bas. - * n i 

8 i 

Sir, e 5 . 7 

II/ Nile I venture to write theſe Lines fl 

to you, I take it to be my Intereſt t 

not to conſider you, as I hitherto always 1) 

„ have done, and as for the future I always 
| hall, viz, As Mr. Wycherley,' as the greateſt i ( 
Comick-Wit that ever England bred, as a IM 

Man ſent purpoſely into the World to 3 

Charm the Ears of the wittieſt Men, and a 

to raviſh the Hearts of the moſt Beautiful [ 
Women : No, Sir, that in writing to you l 

I may aſſume ſome Spirit, T ſhall at preſent T 

only conſider you as the humble Her- [ 

mit at Cleve; Humble even in the full 1 
Poſſeſſion of all thoſe extraordinary Quali- j 


tles, 


n —— — — vu — 12 1c 
P * 


vou Juſtice, muſt needs confeſs, that you 
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ties, the knowledge of which has made me 
Proud. I muſt confſeſs, that I have no 
great Opinion of that which Men general- 
ly call Humility. Humility in moſt Men is 
want of Heat; *tis Phlegm, tis Impotence, 
_ *tis a wretched Neceility, of which they _ 
who lie under it, vainly endeavour to make 
a Vertue. But in a Man of Mr. Wycherley's 
Make, *tis Choice, tis Force of Mind, *tis 
a good, *tis a generous Condeſcention. 
And what Force of Mind 1s there not re- 
quiſite to bend back a Soul by perpetual 
Reflection, which would be always riſing, 
and eteroally- aſpiring by virtue of its in- 
born Fire? Vet yours, notwithſtanding all 
its Power, cannot wholly depreſs it ſelf, 
nor deſcend in every part of it. At the 
time that your Will vouchſafes to ſtoop, 
your underſtanding ſoars ; your wrong 
are as bold as your Converſation is modeſt, 
(though thoſe are bold, as this is modeſt . 
with Judgment) and he who would do 
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are a very ambitious Writer, though a very 
humble Man. Yet your very Ambition 
has oblig d Mankind: It has exalted Hu- 
mane! Nature, in;raiſing your own by its 
moſt noble Efforts; and that wittiout boaſt- 
ing Preheminence. And ſurely it muſt .be 
for this very reaſon. that we feel a ſecret _ 
8 „ Fes 
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Pride, when we but read the Diſcoveries 


which you have made. Thus I cannot ſay 


What you are, without Vanity, for never 


was Man exempt from it; bur I can fay, 
that you have made uſe even of Vanity to 


; humble you by way of Reflection, and that 


Jou have avoided that dangerous Effect of 
it, Vain-gloty, the Rock upon which ſe- | 


veral great Wits before you have been ſeen 


to ſplit. For you have always wiſely con- 


fidered, that Vain-glory in the Vulgar, 
may be ſupportable, nay, may be divert- 


ing; but that in great Men it muſt be in- 


tolerable. That, whereas. in the Firſt, 'tis 
want of Diſcernment, 'tis Folly, *ris the 
Extravagance and Blindneſs of Self. Love; 


in the Laſt, *tis Crime, *tis Malice, tis a 
proud Deſign. to. Mortifie and 


ſecret and 
. Inſult over the reſt of Men, over whom 
they have ſo much advantage; That it is 


for this very reaſon, that we ſo deeply re- 


ſent, and ſo ſeverely revenge the mortal 
Affronts we receive from it. Great Wits 
were by Heav'n predeſtin'd to Rule, to 


rule the Minds of others, the nobleſt Em- 


pire; but when they grow outwardly Vain 
they grow Tyrants, and then their diſcon- 
tented Subjects rebel, and then they de- 


poſe thoſe Kings Uſurpers, uhom before 


they obey d as their lawful Monarchs. But 


Awake, 
— N 
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a moderate, a good, and a gracious:Prinae; 
like you, commands their Hearts, as well 
as their Underſtandings, and under ane 
whom they love ſo: well, they grow-:as 
proud, as they are pleasꝰd to obe. Our 

violent Inclinations make us belong to you; 

and therefore tis the intereſt even of our 
Pride, that you ſhould. long continue in 
the Place which your extraordinary De- 
ſert has attain d. Did we nothing but e- 
ſteem you as much as we do, we ſhould cer- 

tainly envy you; if we did not hate you; for 
bare eſteem is always ſorc'd upon us, 
whereas Inclination is much more volun- 
tary : Beſides, as a judicious French Man 
obſerves, Eſteem is foreign, and comes from 


abroad, andi is therefore received with Grum- 


bling; but inclination is our own, and 
born in our Breaſts, and is therefore Ca- 
reſs'd and Cheriſh'd. I might add, That 
upon this account it is hard to with well 
to thoſe whom we very much eſteem; if 
they have not likewiſe the skill to make 
themſelves be Belov'd ; becauſe barely to 
Eſteem, depreſſes the Spirirs, as much as 
to Love very _— exalts chem; it brings 
the Soul to a langui „and gives it 
at once too horric Views of another's Ex- 
cellencies, and of its own Infirmities; but 
Aﬀettion Ge it _— and Warmth ; 

nd 
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and in the view of a Friend's Deſert, it takes 
too much Pleaſure, and too much Pride to 


conſider its own Defects. Tis true, that 
you are eſteemed at this high rate, you owe 
to your Wit and your Penetration; but 


that you are eſteem'd without Envy, that 


you are with Joy and Gladneſs eſteem'd, 
you owe to this, that while the force of 
* your” Fancy and Judgment makes all the 


World admire: you, you remain yourſelf 
unmov*d by it; that while your Excellence 


fills all Mouths but yours, you alone ap- 
pear to be unacquainted with it. Thus, 


while by the Merit of your extraordinary 


Qadalities, you are known to ſurpaſs all 
athers, it plainly appears, that you have 
beyond all this, a Great neſs of Soul, from 


'whence you look down on your own Me- 
rit. An infallible Sign, that the Talents 
which we admire in you, are no Illuſions, 


but real things, things that were born with 
you, and have been improv'd by you, and 


which you have not acquird : For Men are 
Found to be Vainer, upon the account of 
thoſe Qualities which they fondly believe 


they have, than of thot* which they really 


have; and Hereditary Greatneſs gives Men 


leave to be humble, whereas Preferment 


occaſions Pride. None but ſuch real Great- 
neſs as yours can capacitate a Man to be 


truly 


n w 


Letters on ſeveral Occaſions. It 
truly humble; for the Soul, which by Na- 


ture is not ſeated high, can hardly be faid . 
to deſcend. If I have inſiſted too long on 


this ſhining Subject, a Subject which is ſo 
conſpicuous in you; if you look upon this 
tedious Letter, as one of thoſe various Per- 
ſecutions which every eminent Vertue pro- 
vokes; I deſire you to conſider, that I have 
ſo many Obligations to.this very Humility, 
that I look'd upon myſelf as oblig'd by 
Gratitude, to fay as much as I have done. 
For to what I owe the happineſs which 1 
have frequently received in your, Converſa- 


tion, to that I owe the preſent Satisfaction, 


which your Permiſſion to write to you 
gives me; and to that I am indebted for 
the hopes of your Anſwers ; when I have 
received them I ſhall then believe what you 
were pleasd to tell me when I ſaw you 
laſt, that you are much more Humble in the 
clear Air on your Mountain at Cleve, than 


| when you are in Fog and Sulphurous Smoak 


in Bow-ftreezt. But at the ſame time, the 
SatisfaQion of thinking that Diſtance does 
not make you ſorget me, will render him 


very Proud, who :s at preſent, 


81 R, Tour very humble Servant, 
fou a 
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Ah. Wycherley s ale. t Ar. Dennis. 


Dear Sir, ** c og 237i 4 
Ou have found. a 2 5 5 to W me 
_ fatisfy'd with my Abſence from Lon. 


dm; nay, What is more, with the Diſtance 
which is now: bet wirt you and me. That 
indeed uſes to leſſen Friendſhip, but gives 


me the greater Mark of yours, by your kind 
| Letter, which I had miſs'd if | had been 


nearer to you: So that I, who receive no 
Rents here, yet muſt own if I did, I couꝰd 
not receive greater Satis faction than I had 
from yours, worth en a Letter of Ex- 
change, or Letters Patents; for I value 
your Friendſhip more than Money, and am 
prouder of your Approbation, than I ſhould 
be of Titles: For the having the good Opi- 
nion of one who knows Mankind ſo well, 
argues ſome Merit in me, upon which eve- 
ry Man ought to conſider himſelf more, than 
upon the Goods of Fortune. I had rather 
be thought your Friend in proof of my 
Judgment and good Senſe, than a Friend 
to the Muſes; and had rather have you 


than them thought mine. If am as you 


ſay, at once Proud and Humble, tis ſince 
J have known -I have had the Honour to 
ous you ; the your Praiſe rather _— 
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than makes me (tho a damn'd Poet) more 
Vain. For it js ſo great, that it rather 
ſeems the railery of a witty Man, than 


the Sincerity of a Friend; and rather proves 


the Copiouſnefs of your ' own Invention, 
than juſtifies the Fertility of mine. But T 
fear 1 am forfeiting the Character of che 
Plain- Dealer with you; and ſeem like vain 
Women, or vainer Men, to refuſe Praiſe, 
but to get more; and ſo by returning your 
Compliments, thew my ſelf grateful out of 
Intereſt, as Knaves are punctual in ſome 
Payments, but to aug ment their Oredit. 
And for your Praiſe of my Humility (the 
only Mark of my Knowledge, ſinoe it is a 
Mark of my knowing my ſelf,) you have 
prals'd that to its Beſtruction, and have 
given me ſo much, y have left me nona; 
like thoſe Admirers, who praiſe | a young 


Maids Modeſty till they deprive her of it. 


But let me tell you, tis not to my Humi- 


lity that you 'owe my Friendſhip, but to 


my Ambition, fince I can have no greater 
than to be eſteem*d by you, and the World, 
your Friend, and to be known to all Man- 
kind . 


Dear Sir, your humble S ervant, ; 
W. WYCHERLEY. 
_ - 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
þ My Dear Fried, 


Have no way to ſhew my Love to you | 
I in my Abſence, but by my Jealouſie : I 


would not have my Rivals in your Friend- 


hip, the c, the D——s, the , 
and the reſt of your Tavern- friends, enj YJ 


-your Converſation, while I cannot: Tho 
I confeſs, tis to their Intereſt to make you 

dumb with Wine, that they may be heard 
in your Company ; tho? it were more the 
demonſtration of their Wit to hear you, 
than to be heard by you. For my 'own 
part, | am ambitious of your Company a- 
lone in ſome Solitude, where you and 1 
might be all one. For I am ſure, if I can 
pretend to any Sence, I can have no Inſtru- 


ction or Satisfaction of Life, better than 


your Example and your Society. 

Muy Service pray, to all my Friends; 
that is, to all yours whom I know: and be 

charitable (as often as you can) to the Ab- 


ſenr; which you good Wits ſeldom are; 1 


mean be charitable with your Letters to 


Tour humble Servant. 
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T IRay let me have more of your Letters, 

tho they would rally me with Com- 
pliments undeſerv'd, as your laſt has done; 
for like a Country Eſquire, I am in love wich 

a Town Wit's Converſation, tho it be but 
at a Diſtance that I am forced to have ir; 
and tho? it abuſes me While I enjoy it. 


» þ 
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N OT long after I writ my laſt to you, 
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I was hurried up to Town by a kind 
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of a Cholick, which was ended in a Deflu- 
xion upon one of my Feet. You know, + 
Sir, a Defluxion is a general name which 
ſome pleaſant French Men have given an 
Infant-Gout, too young to be yet Baptiz d. 
But tho the Diſtemper rag d in each Hand, 

I would in ſpight of it, anſwer your Admi- 
rable Letter, a Letter which I had certain» 

ly known to be yours, tho? it had been 
ſent me without a Name, nay, and tran- 
ſcribd by a Chancery-Clerk in his w. 
hideous manner of Copying. But I muſt 
by con- 
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| confel I was ee d to ln you yi in it, 


that you took the Sincerity of a Man who 
fo much eſteems you for Railery, yet tho' 
you declare it, you can never believe it. I 
am willing to believe you exceeding hum- 
He; but you can never be humble to that 
| degree, unkſs your Mind, which reſembles 
your Eye, in its Qearneſs, its Livelineſs, and 


in this, that plainly diſcerning all things 


elſe, it wants a fight of it ſelf ; but in this- 


it does not reſemble it: For it beholds it 
ſelf by Reflections, and like a lovely Maid 
at her Glaſs; is charm'd with the ſight of its 
on Beauty. This is a ſight in which you 


take Pride as well as Pleaſure; but yours! 
muſt confeſs, is a guiltleſs Pride, it being 


nothing but firſt 5 eng which'i it is im- 
poilible for Nati to avoid. Vou have both 
the Force to ſubdue it immediately, and the 


Art and Goodneſs to conceal it from us. 


hat it plainly appears from what I have 
aid, that you do not believe J had any de- 


lign to rally you. I am confident that 
through all my Letter there appears an 


Air ot Sincerity. But that is a Vertue which 
has been ſo long and ſo peculiarly yours, 
that you may perhaps be jealous of it in 


your Friends, and diſclaim ſome Vertues 


which yur commend in you only to Mo- 
| nopolize 


1 


ee ASSAM mn 


in its piercing Views, ſhould be alſo — it 


r. 
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ties gain our Affections: Even your 


"Ti on Te Decal ons. 5 


nopolize that. You had given me at leaſt 
an occaſion to think fo, if the Railery. in 


yours had not been ſo very apparent, that 
even I had Eyes to diſcern that you have 


been to blame in it, tho I am doubly blind- 


_ ed, with Love of you and my ſelf. Vet if f 


you, writ it with a deſign to Mortifie me, 
aſſure your ſelf that I ſhall fortifie my Vanie 


ty with that very Artilery with which you 


have begun to attack it. If Mr. Hycherley 
rallies me, it is certain that I have my De- 


fects ; but it is full as certain, that he would 


never condeſcend to abuſe me at ſuch a di- 


ſtance. if he wholly deſpis'd me. Thus, Sir, 


you ſee I am as Safonable with my Friend, 


as a Ruſſan Spouſe is with her Husband, 
and take his very railery for a Mark of E. 
ſteem, as the does a Beating for a proof of 


ea- 
louſie is very obliging, which it could ne- 
ver be unleſs it were very groundleſs. But 


Affection. The very worſt of your Der. 


ſince your very Suſpicion 1s obliging, what . 3 | 


influence muſt your Kindneſs have on our 


Souls > The Wiſh that I were with you in 
ſome Retirement, is engaging to that de- 


gree, that I almoſt repent that I ſo eagerly, 


 defir'd your Converſation before. For if 


it were poſlible, I would augment that De- 


_ as 2 grateful return to yours. Tobe 
| B b b vith 
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$ Lotte on ſeveral Occaſions. 
with You in Solitude, would make me per- 
feckly happy. Tho' it were in the Orcades, NN | 
I would not wiſh my ſelf remov'd to any | + 
happier Climate ; no, not even to that which | « 
contaitd my abſent Miſtreſs ; all that 1 l 
0 

1 

I 

I 


could do for her on that occafion, would 
be to wiſhher with me. Ia that Retirement 
What ſhould 1 not enjoy? Where 1 ſhould 

de admirably inſtructed without Trouble, 
and infinitely delighted without Vice, where t 
I ſhould be glorious at once with Envy and Nr 
Quiet. For what could be more glorious, 1 7 
than to be the Companion of your Retreat! r 
My very Ambition inſtructs me to love t 
ſuch Solitude. Tho, properly ſpeaking, 8 
there can be no Solitude where you refide: I. 
Immortal Company ſtill attends you, and | 
the Vertues, the Graces, and rhe Charm- t 
ing Nine, who love the Groves, and are £ 
fond of you, follow you to remoteſt Retire- 
ments. The Comick Muſe is more particu- 
larly yours; and it is your peculiar Praiſe 
to allure the moſt Raviſhing of all the Sifters 
after you into Retirement: To make that 
Goddeſs forſake the Crowd with you, who 
loves it moſt of the Nine: You have been 
conſtantly her Darling, her beft Belov'd. 
Thus in Retirement with her and you, ! 
| ſhould have the Converſation of Mankind; 
1 ſhould enjoy it with all its tne: 
"OO with» 
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1 Letters on ſeveral Occaſions. 19 
without its leaſt. Inconveniencies. In the = 
Philoſophy of your Actions and Words, 1 
| ſhould fee the Wiſe, the Good, and the trulß 
Great; in your Obſervations, and in your 
of Wit z and in your Satyr, ſeverely plea- 
fant, the Fools and Raſcals expos'd by. it. 
In the poſtſcript to my laſt, I made an Apa- 
| I logy for uſurping a Style ſo foreign from 
Ichis way of Writing. I have once more 
ran ints the ſame Fault in this, but the very .. 
Thought of Mr. VHycherley ſpreads a gene- 
| rous Warmth thro me, and raiſes my Soul 
to Rapture. And when a Man Writes, his 
„ Soul and his Style of neceſſity riſe together. 
: In my next, I have ſomething with which 
I émaſt trouble you, that will require ano- 
8 


ther manner of Writing. 


Ad 
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To Mr. Wycherley. 


— 
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e 

8 

t | 

0 Dear Sir, | | _ "ig 8 
n Have been very ill ever fince I took my 
I. 1 Leave of you, ſo that I parted in one 
Night from all that I valued moſt, that is, 
; from my Health and you. However, Na- 
S, ture was kind, in not failing to ſupply mne 
1 "EE pn EL Bbb 2 With 
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Wick Vigour! till Fortune had depriv'dime 
'of your Converſation, and I was got a- 
mongſt People with whom I had mp oc- 
caſion for Vigour. Yet even here in ſpight 
of Sickneſs and Abſence, I have made Ky ift 
to Converſe with you: For I thought that 
your Works were the only things that could 
make me full amends for the loſs of your 
Company: By them you have been able 
to give me Joy even in the midſt of my 
Pain. For the Country Wife, and the Plain 
Dealer are Stores of Delight, which you 
have laid up by a noble Charity, to ſupply. 
the Poor in Spirit through all Poſterity. 80 
that I believe that to be one of the Reaſons 
of Fortunes Pique to you, that you have 
put it out of her power for the time to come, 
to proſecute her Quarrel to Men of Sence 
efteQually : for by having recourſe to you 
in your Works, they are ſure to become more f. 
happy than Fools, even at the time when I 
they are leſs ſucceſsful. But I can hold up F. 
my Head. no longer at preſent, as ſoon as 
I am better, you may expect A wget Let- 
ter from —_ 


+ of ry Rt en ens a. 


— 
122 


+» — 0 = O 


* 


* 

is 

01 

1 w 

1 am Tours, &c. la 
„ 8 5 
Q 

Ca 


Mr. 


Wo. SS. . 8 


iQ) 


© 
p 
8 


C. 


1 Have Wied yours at the noel 1 No- 
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vember, and am glad to find by it, that 
however your Friends are Loſers by your 
Abſence from the Town; you axe a Gainer 
by it; of your Health, which. every one 
you have left behind you, (but ch may 


be thought E Friend to: and the more each 


Man is your Friend, the more he is fatisfy*d 
with your Abſence, which tho? it makes us 


ill for want of you, makes you well for want 


of us: your taking no Leave of me (which 
you would excuſe). I tak to be one of the 
greateſt Kindneſſes you ever ſhew*d me; for 
| could no more ſee a Departing F riend 
from the. Town, than a Departing Friend 

from this Life; and ſure 'tis as much Kind- 
neſs and good. Breeding to ſteal from our 

Friends Society unknown to em, (when 


we muſt leave em to their Trouble) as it 
is to ſteal out of a Room, after a ceremoni- 


ous Viſit, to prevent trouble to him, whom 
we would Oblige and Reſpect; ſo that your 
laſt Fault (as you call it) is like the reſt of | 
your Faults, rather an Obligation, than an 
Offence z tho the greateſt Injury indeed you 
can go your Friends, is to leave em againſt | 
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their Will, which you muſt needs do. You 


tell me you converſe with me in my Wri- 


tings, I muſt confeſs then you ſeffer a great 
deal for me in my Abſence, which ( tho” I 
would have you love me) I would not have 


you do; but for your truer Diverſion, pray 


change my Country Wife for a better of your 
own in the Country, and exerciſe your own 
Plain Dealing there, then you will make 


your Country 'Squire-better Company, and 
Four Parſon more ſincere in your Company 
than his Pulpit, or in his Cups: But when 


you talk of ſtore of Delights, you find in my 
Plain-Dealer, you ceaſe to be one; and when 
you commend my Country Wife, you never 
were more a Courtier ; and I doubt not but 


you will like your next Neighbour's Coun- 


try Wife better than you do mine, that you 
may paſs your time better than you can 


do with my Country Wife ; and like her 


Innocence more than her Wir, ſince Inno- 
cence is the better Bawd to Love; but en- 
joy my Wife and welcome in my Abſence, 
I ſhall take it as civilly as a City Cuckold: 
I was-forry to find by you that your Head 
ach'd while you writ me your Letter; fince 
I fear *twas from Reading my Works (as 
you call them) not from your own Wri- 
ting, which never gave you Pain, tho ir 
would to others to imitate . Pye giver 
your 
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far from you, who am, 
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your Service to your ae ** Riſe, 


who, ſince your Abſence, own they ought 


theſe three 2 iy I have no News —.—4 
ſending you, but my next ſhall bring you 
what We have. In the mean time let me 
tell you (what I hope is no News to you) 
that your Abſence is more tedious to me, 
than a Quibler's Company to you; ſo that 
I being Sick Yeſterday, as I thought with- 
out any Cauſe, reflected you were forty or 
fifty Miles off, and then found the reaſon 
of my Indiſpoſitian, for cannot be well ſo 


My Dear Mr. Dennis, ü 
Tur obliged: humble Servant, 
W. WYCHERLEY. | 
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Ray. pardon me that I have not ſooner 
ee d your Letter, for have been 
B DD 4 — ar. 
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very buſie this laſt Week about Law-affairs, | 2 
that is very Dull and Idle tho? very Active. Bl 
Your Friends of the Coffee-houſe and the fi 
Roſe, whether Drunk or Sober, Good Fel- u 
* or Good Wits, ſhow at leaſt their tl 
Senſe, by valuing you and yours, and ſend tl 
Fou all their Ser vice; and never are more te 
Wits and leſs Poets, that is, leſs Lyars, | V 
than when wg profeſs themſelves your 1 
Servants, 3 8 fe 
For News, W— lives ſobetly, Ch B 
12 to Bed Fafly; Dynfey ſings now like a P. 
oet, that is, without being ask d: And all I w 
the Poets, or Wits.· at · wills, ſince your depar- B 
ture, ſpeak well of the Abſent.” Ball. tt 
ſays his ill Looks proceed rather for want Fi 
of your Company, than for having had ar 
that of his Miſtreſs; even the 1 —.— N 


and Politicians, have no double eaning ar 
when they ek well of you. AT ſa 
: pl 
120 1 0 Mr wycherly, ſu 
DE; bi 

Dear Sir, th 


H E fight of your Letter revivd me; || nc 
It appear'd like the Rays of the new || is 
Sun, to one who has Winter'd under the tu 
Pole and 885 with i Light, n m 
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ful with Men, as'the Itch of Enjoyment is 
with Women; and it is as hard for us to 
think that our Friends ridicule us when 


they commend our Wit, as it is for them 
to believe that their Gallants abuſe them 

when they extol their Beauty. Vet genes - 
rally in both Cafes, whatever is ſaid, is ſaid 


for the Satis faction of him that ſpeaks it. 
But then, as he delights in Deceiving, the 
Perſon to whom he ſpeaks, is deceiv'd 
with Pleaſure, and both Parties are fatisfied. 
But Mr. Wycherley is to be excepted from 
this general Rule, who commends his 


Friend for his Friend's. fake. You: never 


are witty to pleaſe your ſelf, to whom 
Wit has ſo long been habitual, that you 


are often hardly mov*d your ſelf when you 


ſay thoſe admirable- things with which 
we are tranſported. Not that I am ſo far 


betray?d by Vanity, as to take your Com- 
pliments at the foot of the Letter, or to 


ſuppoſe that you believ'd a ll that you ſaid; 
but Jam willing, for your ſake, to believe 
that you meant ſomething of it ; and that 
not being without, Kindneſs for me, (which 
is only owing to the ſweetneſs of your Na- 
ture, that is, ta your Merit, and not to 
mine; your . Reaſon, as the Duke de la 
5 FFT. 
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and Spirit. The Railery in it Was very Ob. 
liging; for the Luſt of Praiſe is as power 
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caut ſays, has been bubbled by your 
Affection. 1 here, Sir, I have much 
the Advantage of you; for when I declare 

that I haye the greareſt Opinion in the 
World of you, none will miſtruſt my Sin- 
cerity, and all will applaud my Diſcern- 
ment; but you cannot 3 your Zeal 
at ſo high a rate for any Friend, but it muſt 
_ conſiderably, leſſen the World's Opinion of 
your Judgment. But if it is Mr. Wychere 
ley's peculiar Praiſe, never to have ſhewn 
want of Judgment in any thing, unleſs in 
that only thing in which Error is honoura- 
ble: How few are they who 1 ORE of 
eee eee 32117 


41 ellem in amicitia fic erraremus, & 1% 
Errori vir tus nomen Pofuiſſet honeſtum. my 


And. how happy is the Man who has a 
Friend ſo accompliſh'd, that Errour in him 
is Vertue? I am that happy Man, and am 
BS. far exalted by my — | that I am 
never ſs "_ Fhaſh "Re" ubſcribe 
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I Have had yours of ebb z. of n | 
to which I ſhould ſooner have returned 
Ian Anſwer, had I not been forced to take 
Ia little turn out of Town; but your Letter 
to me, brought me not more Satisfaction 
chan your laſt to Mr. Moyle gave me Di 
aquiet for you: Since by that I find ho- 
I uneafie you are. Vou know, my Friend, 
from one ſufficiently e rienced i in Love- 
difaſters, that Love is oſten a kind of loſing 
Loadam, in which the Loſer is moſt oſten 
the Gainer. If you have been deprived of 
a Miſtreſs, conſider you have loſt a Wife, 
and tho you are diſappointed of a ſnort Sa- 
tisfaction, vo have likewiſe eſcaped a te- 
dious Vexation, which Matrimony infalli- 
bly comes to be; one way or another; ſo that 
your Misfortune is an Accident which your 
true Friends ſhould rather felicitate than 
commiſerate. Vou told me in your laſt, 
that you were no more Maſter of your ſelf: 
Then how ſhouid 1 help Rejoicing at the 
. | Reſtoration of your Liberty? N Man might 
| as Wen be lorry for his Friend's Re- 
covery 
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Frenzy;) fo that your Miſtrefs's Father, 


has rather been your Doctor than your E- 
nemy: And you ſhould not be angry with 
him, if he cures you of your Love-diſtem- 


per, tho by a Means a little too violent; 
for next to his . Daughter's | Cure of Love, 


his may prove the beſt. Well, pray be not 
angry, that I can be pleasd with any thing 


* 


that can ſo much diſpleaſe you: I own: 


my, Friendſhip for you, has a little ſelfiſn- 


neſs in it, for now you cannot be ſo happy 


as you wou d in the Country, I hope you 


will make us as happy as we can be in the 


Town, which we ſhall be as ſoon as we 
have your company: For know, my Friend, 


change of Air after a Love- diſtemper, may 
be as good as tis after a Fever: and there- 
fore make haſte to Town, where a great 


many Doctors have engaged to compleat 
your Cure. Your Friends will do any 


thing to root out the Remains of your 


Paſſion. The Witty Club will grow Grave 


to inſtruct you; and the Grave Club will 


grow Gay to delight you; Wh— will turn 


a Philoſopher; and I will grow a Good- 


Fellow, and venture my o]n Health, for 
the Recovery of your good Humour; mm 
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28 Letters bn ſeveral Occaſions: 
covery from Madneſs, as for his Recovery 
from Love, (tho' for the time a pleaſant 
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in Norrhanptonſire. 
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had rather be ſick in your Company, than 


W ec ob it; WHO, 
' Dear Sir, Tour moſt unalterable Friend, 
a * a4 and humble Servant, 
eee ee ter, 
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x 2 ED me for not "ir to vou 
before, or rather for writing to you 
fo dully now, which 1 hope will be my 
beſt Excuſe for my not writing ſooner. All 
your Friends of the Coffee-houſe are well; 
and what is no News to you, are, in ſpighr 
of your Abſence, your conſtalit, humble 


7 he 4 Meer to Mr. W Deen, 
Dear Sir ir, 


Have a cplourable Excuſe for my Silence, | 
for when you went out of Town, you 


gave me the hopes of receiving a Letter 
trom you, as ſoon as you arriv'd at Cleve. 
Beſides, ſince that, I have been a Month 
But the Inclination 


Which I have to converſe with Mr. Wycher- 
ley, is too violent to receive any Check from 


Punctilios. But, * [ was reſtrain'd by 
o- 


4 


go U ane peel ne 
roo juſt an Impediment: For ever ſince I 


ſaw you, I have been ſo rack q by a cruel 


Paſſion, that I have had no Power to do 
any thing but to complain. And your 

Portion of Melancholy is not fo ſmall, that 
you have need to be troubled with another 
Man's Spleen: © I would be ſure to com- 


municate my x pug y Friend , nay, 


I could be but halt happy I did not com- 
municate it. As in — 1 never could be 
Pleas'd to a Height with my own pleaſure, 


af I did not find that it added to that of my 
Miſtreſs. But, I ſhould impart my ill Hu- 


mour to my Friend, if I found . it were 
not in his power to eaſe me, and that it 
were much in his Inclination, with as much 
| Regret, as I ſhould acquaint him with his 
"own ill Fortune, if I were clearly convinc'd 
that it were not in my power to aſſiſt him. 
You would not adviſe me to ſtifle this 
' Paſſion. You are too well acquainted with 
Love, and me to do that You know that 
that would be to perſwade me to a t 

which you are already ſenſible that I am 
very willing, and very unable to do. I bluſn 
While I ſhow this Weakneſs, but ſure there 
is ſome force of Mind requir'd to ſhew 
ſome tortsof Weakneſs. Yon remember the 
Maxim of the wiſe Duke: La meme fermere 


Jui ſert a Refiſter al "amour, OI queque 1 
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there can be no better End, or 


4 le mo 1 „ier 6 —— uf this: i 
true, I beſeech you to believe: that this ob- 


ftinate Lover is a conſtant neee and 
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| Dear Sir, TION une tþ cos 1 2 

Ii Lately received N 100 n king, and | 

ſo witty a Reproach for my not writing 

to you, that I can hardly repent me of my 

Fault, ſince it has been the Occaſion of my 

receiving ſo much Satisfaction: But you 
have had a reaſonable Excuſe for your Si- 


/ 


lence, fince you ſay I promis d $0 write to 


you firſt, which is very true; and I had 
kept my Promiſe, but for my * 5 


that you could not ſtay folong out of Nor. | 


thamptonſpire; nor was I, it ſeems miſtaken 
in that. But be aſlur'd; dear Sir, I think 
Deſign of 
my Writing, than in its procuring me the 
ſatisfaction of receiving ſomething of yours. 


ſpecialty, ſinoe I have no other way left 


me now af Converſing with you. But it 


ſeems, you forbear- to relieve me out of 


Char 
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© 32 Letters on ſeveral Occaſions, 
| Charity, ſince you fay your Trouble was 
ſo great, that you were unwilling to com- 
municate it to me, leſt you ſhould encreaſe 
mine. I ſee your Wit can do any thing, 

make an Omiſſion of 2 Kindneſs a greater 
Obligation; and if you complain but to your 
Miſtreſs, as wittily as you do to your Friend, 
I wonder not at her Cruelty, nor that ſhe 
'  Tfhould take Pleaſure to hear you Complain 
ſo long. But, my Friend, have a care of Com- 

: * to her, with ſo much true Sence, leſt 
it ſhould diſparage your true Love; and in- 
deed, that] fear is the only Cauſe you are ſuf- 
fer'd to complain ſo long, without the Suc- . 

ceſs which is due to your Merit. Love and 
Wit, from one who, you ſay, has her, ſelf ſo 
much; which; with your Pardon, I ſhall hardj- 

ly believe, tho you are her Voucher, if ſne . 

does not do what you wou'd have her; that 
1s, do you and herſelf Reaſon as faſt as ſhe 
can; ſince ſhe muſt needs believe you a warm 
and fincere Lover, as much as I believe you 

a zealous and a true Friend. And I am fo 

well acquainted with Love and you, that I 
believe no body is able to alter your Love, 
or adviſe your Reaſon; the one being as 
Unalterable as the other Infallible; and 
you (for ought I know) are the only Man 

Who at once can Love and be Wiſe, And | a 

to the Wiſe you know a Word is enen | 

3 „ 
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ns ſince you gave me a Caution a- 


gainſt oppoſing; your Paſſion ; beeauſe it 


Ls 1 
* 


would be in vain. If Love be in you, as iu | 


other Men, a violent Paſſion, it is there. - 


fore a ſhort Frenay, and; ſhould, be cur d 
like other Diſtempeis of that kind, by you¹Ft 


Friends humouring it, rather than © ppoſing 


it. Vet pardon me, if [preſcribe the com- 


mon Remedy of curing one Love with a- 
nother. But Whether you will let me be 
your Doctor or ar = at 0 wk hip 
wn who abe 5 


Dear ra Hour moſt a Gele . 


6 W Hie and humble Servant, 
Res M. WYCHBRLEY- 
pos rs Ela | 


pos thank my Friend Mr. > cot for 


putting his Surtout of a Letter over 


Vours of a finer Stuff, as the Lining of a 
| Garment /i is often finer than the Outſide. 


Pray give all the honeſt Gentleman of the 


Coffee-houſe,of my Acquaintance and yours, 


my hymble Service; whom, with you, I 
hope ro ſee again, within this three Weeks, 


at London. 
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nt 
2h . Dennis to | Mr jterky. © 


de Sir, 3H Slory | 
Man who has whoa nenen 
A ing to Write, muſt certainly love 
you extreamly Well, if he does not hate 
you after he has received from you ſuch. a 
Letter as yours: And he muſt undoubtedly 
ſhew a great deal of Friendſflip, when he 
aſſures you, he does not envy you the vor 
Lines by which you commend ' him. 4 
Man. had need. be very well a 
with the gosdneſs of your Nature, to bo 
fatisfied tat you do not praiſe with a wick- 
ed. Deſign, to Mortifie. There are few 
WWlirbrs 15 humble, whom Mr. Wycherley's 
Commendation would not render vain ; 
bur then there are few Writers ſo proud, 
whom the Wit that Mr. Wycherley ſhews 
in commending them, would not humble. 
So that a Man who did not know you, 
wou'd be apt to believe, that whenever you 
write to Praiſe, you do bur like a Wreſtler, 
who lifts People up on purpoſe to throw 
them down, and the higher he raiſes them, 
makes their Fall the greater. Your Com- 
mendation is to 'a modeſt Man, hat the 
ſecond Bottle is to a ſober Man; it raiſes 
his Vigour while he 1 is ſwallowing i it ; 
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the Wit is as ſure to make the one Melan- 


* 
3 


3 4%. * 


choly upon mature Reflection, as the Wine 
is certain to leave the other Spiritleſs after 
the third Concoction: But our Infirmity 


cannot be your fault ; to whom we are ob- 
lig d for your generous Intentions, which 


give you ſuch a peculiar diſtinction froni 
ordinary Men of Wit. Indeed, by a juſt 
and a noble Confidence, which you may 
repoſe in your ſelf, you may always Tag 


# Y 


* hg 


ble at once in a Conqueror to extol the Con: 


quered: to praiſe the Excellence which he 


o ercomes, is but to commend himſelf: 
Beſides, it wins the very Heart and Soul 


of him that is overcome, if he has but Vir- 


tue enough to be ſo ſubdued; and makes 


1 5 2 s { 1:640Q 8 
him willing to leave his laſt Retrenchment. 


»- 1 — 1 - 


upon me, if the reſt of your good Qualit ies 
had not prevented it ; which have ſo cloſely 


and ſo entirely tied me to you, that when- 
ever I receive a Letter from you, my Va- 
nity is ſure to gain on the one ſide, what it 
is certain to loſe on the other: For if I am 
mortified as ro my own Wit, I do not fail 
to value my ſelf upon yours. 


ſafely commend ; becauſe you may be al-. 


I am, &c. 
Cees “ 
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Letters on ſeveral Wen 
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Bur Sir, 55 


1 E laſt time 1 wie! at 10755 1 had 
the Mortification to hear, that our 


ment ig —; - at which; fome who were 


preſent, were glad, affirming, That Succeſs 


would have thrown him out of his Element; 
for that a Man of Wit, is not qualified for 
Buſineſs ſo well as a Block- head: 1 have 


matter which J here ſend you, and of which 
I deſire your Opinion. 


Upon Reflection I have Found out ths 
following Reaſons, why Block-heads are 
thought to be fitteſt for Buſineſs, and why 


they really ſucceed in it. 

Firſt, As their Brains are a great deal 
colder, than thoſe are of Men of Wit, they 
muſt have but very ſtrait [maginations, 
and very barren Inventions ; from whence 
it follows, that they have 'but very few 
Thoughts, and that a few Objects fill their 


Capacities. 


lieve, that ſince they are uncapable of many 
| Thongs, 
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7 „ Mr. K ycberey y, Phat 4 Block beat: 15 
better e for 255 42 5 ed a ' Man by 


Friend Mr.—— had met with a Diſappoirit- 


fince had ſome Thoughts concerning that 


Secondly, It is 10 enough to 5 | 
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their Fortunes and. their Eſtabliſnments. 
Thiraly, It is not very hard to conceive. 


that ſince a Block-head | has but a few 
Thoughts, and perhaps but one all his Life. 
time, which is his Intereſt, he ſhould have - 
it more perfect, and better digeſted, then 


Men of Wit have the ſame thought, who 
perhaps have a thouſand every Hour. 
Freurthiy, It is eaſie to comprehend, that 


ſince ſuch a one has but a few Thoughts, or 


perhaps but one, which by oſten revolving 


in his Mind, he has digeſted, and brought 
to perfection, he ſhould readily paſs from 
Thought to Action. For he muſt grow 
weary of thinking ſo often of one and the 


ſame thing ; and fince the Nature of the 


Soul. requires Agitation, as ſoon as his little 


Speculation ceaſes, he muſt of neceſſity act 
to divert himſel . 
 Fifthly, It will be certainly found, that 
as a little Thought often makes a Man active 


in Buſineſs, ſo a little Judgment often makes 


him diligent ; for he may well be eager in 


the purſuit of thoſe things, on which, ſe- 


duced by Paſſion and vulgar Opinion, he 
fets an exorbitant Value; and concerning 
whoſe Natures and Incertainty, he is not 
S ER. 


Leiters on ſeveral Occaſions. 37 
Thoughts, thoſe few which they have, are 
determin'd by their Neceſſities, their Appe- 
tites, and their Deſires, to "what they call 
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38 Letters on ſeveral Occaſions. 
very capable of making ſolid Reflect ions. 


For So Prudence may oblige a Man to ſe- | 


eure a Competency, yet never was any one 


by right Reaſon induced to ſeek Superfiui- 


tics. 2 il 
Sixthiy, Penury of Thoughts ſuppoſes 
Littleneſs of Soul, which is often requiſite 
for the ſucceeding in Bufineſs; For a Block- 
head is ſordid enough to deſcend to Trick 
and Artifice, which in Buſineſs are often 
neceſſary to. procure” Succeſs; unleſs they 
are more than ſupplied, by a Prudence de- 
rived from a conſummate Experience, or 
from a great Capacitx. 8 

Thus have 1 endeavour'd to give the 
Reaſon, why a Fool ſuccecds better in Bu- 
ſineſs than a Man of Wit; who has a mul. 
titude of Thoughts, and which fly at the 
nobleſt Objects; and who finds that there 
is ſomething fo pleaſing, and ſo noble, in 
Thinking rightly, and more eſpecially in 
the ſublime Speculations of exalted Reiten 
that he finds it intolerably irkſome to de- 
ſcend to Action, and abhors the very thought 
of being diligent in things, for which he 
has an extream Contempt. 

Thus you ſee, that in ſome meſure x 
Fool may 5 faid to be better fitted out for 
cm than a Man of Wit. But it 6 


| high time to diſtinguiſh :-For, firſt, when 
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e N. 20 
1 ſay, that a Block- head is fitted for Buſineſs, 
I mean only for little Buſineſs: For to af. 
firm, that he is qualified for Affairs that re- 
quire Extent of Capacity, would be a Con- 
tradiction in Terms. Secondly, When 1 
affirm, that a Man of Wit is leſs capaci- 

I fared for Buſineſs, I mean, that he is leſs ſo, 
as long as he keeps in his natural Temper, 
and remains in a State of Tranquility: But if 
once he comes to be thrown out of that by 
, the force of a violent Paſſion, and fir'd with 
Zeal for his Country's Service, or enflam'd 
by Ambition, and Buſineſs can be made 

ſubſervient to the gratifying of thoſe Paſ- 

s ſions, then I dare boldly affirm, that one 
„Man of Wit will go further than a thouſand 
of thoſe who want it. Of which it would 
e | be eaſie to give more than one Inſtance 
e || amongſt our preſent Miniſters. But I will 
in be contented with putting you in mind, 
in that none of the Romans had more Wit 
n, | than Cæſar, and none of the French than 
e | Kichelien. PROT. 
ht Before I.conclude, I muſt give you a Cau- 
he tion; which is, that by the word Block- 

I head, I do not mean one that is ſtupid, but 
that I apply that word according to the 
for | Language of you Men of Wit, to one who 
' thinks but a little: And that on the other 
ef | fide, by a Man of Wit, I do mean eve- 
[ 
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in whom Fancy and Judgmeat are like a 
Ten match Pair; the firſt like ad extraor- 
dinary Wife, that appears always Beauti- 
ful and always Charming, yet is at all times 
Decent, and at all times Chaſt; the ſecond 
like a prudent and well bred Husband, whoſe 
very Sway ſhews his Complaiſance, and 
| whoſe very Indulgence ſhews his Autho- 
f wy am, Dear Sir, your moſt humble Servant, 


JOHN DENNIS. 
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To Mr, Dryden. 
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TFT Ho? no man writes to his Friend with 
I greater Eaſe, or with more Cheer- 
fulneſs, than my ſelf ; and tho' I have late- 
ly had the Preſumption to place you at the 
Head of that ſmall Party, nevertheleſs, I 
have experienc'd, with Grief, that in wri- 
ting to you, I have not found my old Fa- 


"elity. | 


up my Pen ſeveral times, in order to write 
j CE anne 
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wy 


% Wes 
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ry Coxcomb whoſe Imagination has got the 
Aſcendant of his little Reaſon ; but a Man 
like you, Sir, or our moſt ingenious Friend, 


8 — 2 222 —.——. 


Since I came to this Place, I have taken 
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Letters on ſeveral Occaſions, 14 WE 
to you, but have conſtantly at the very be- 
ginning found my ſelf dampꝰ'd and ditabled; 
upon Which I have been apt to belicve ther 
extraordinary Eſteem may ſometimes ma? 
the mind as Impotent as a violent Love 
does the Body, and that the vehement De: 
, || fire we have to exert it, extreamly: decay: 
our Ability. I have heard of more that 
one luſty Gallant; who, tho? he could at an 
time, with Readineſs and Vigour, poſſeſ 
; the Woman whom he:-loy'd but moderate 
I. yet when he has been about to give hi 
„Darling Miſtreſs, whom he has vehement 
ly and long deſir d, the firſt laſt Proof & 
. his paſſion, has found on a ſudden that hs 
Body has jaded and grown reſty under. hi 
Soul, and gone backward the faſter, the. 
more he has ſpurr'd it forward. Eſteen 
has wrought a like Effect upon my Mind 
my extraordinary Inclination to ſhew tha 
h I honour you at an extraordinary rate, anc 
to ſhew it in words that might not be alto 
e- | gether unworthy Mr. Dryden's Peruſal, in- 
ie | - capacitates me to perform the very Actior. 
1] to which it incites me, and Nature ſinks in 
j- me under the fierce Effort. But I hope you 
a- | will. have the Goodneſs to pardon.a Weak- 
I neſs that proceeds from a Cauſe like this, 
en | and to conſider that I had pleas d you more 
ite | if I had honour'd you leſs. Who knows 


but 


442 Letters on ſeveral Occuſtons. 
tut that yet | may pleaſe you, if you.encou: 
nge me to mend my Fault? To which, if || 

jou know but the Place I am in, Charity e 

would engage you, tho' Juſtice could not 
oblige you: For I am here in a Deſart, de- 
priv d of Company, and depriv'd of News; 
in a Place where I can hear nothing at all 

of the Publick; and what proves it ten times 
more a Deſart, nothing at all of you: For 

all Who are at preſent concern'd for their 

Country's Honour, hearken more after your 
Preparatives, than thoſe for the next Cam- | 

paign.  Thefe laſt may poſſibly turn to our 

Confuſion, ſo uncertain are the events of 

War; but we know that whatever you un- 

dertake, muſt prove Glorious to England; 

and tho' the Freuch may meet with Succeſs 
in the Field, by you we are ſure to Conquer 
them. In War there are a thouſand un- 
look d-for Accidents which happen every 
Day, and Fortune appears no where more 
like her ſelf; but in a Combat of Wit, the 
more Humane Contention, and the more 
Glorious Quarrel, Merit will be always 
ſure to prevail: And therefore, tho? I can 
but hope that the Confederate Forces will 
give Chaſe to De Lorge and Luxemburg, I 
aw very confident that Boileau and Racine 
will be forced to ſubmit to you. Judge 
therefore, if I, who very much my my 
9 . d 
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Country, and who fo much eſteem! you, 

f | muſt not with a great deal of nenne 
7 exped to hear from vou... „ IO: 

* 2 am, Sir, Tour moſt hunble Servant. 
3 We Pt? £4 — & — — 3 
1 e 

"2 To Mr. „boden. ; 

r Dear 1 


1 0 U may ſee vey by this yok; 
* tuous Greeting, that Encouragement 
Ir gives us as much aſſurance to Friendſhip, as 
fit imparts'to Love: You may ſee too, that 
2 Friend my ſometimes proceed to acknow- 
3 I ledge Affection, by the very ſame De- 
Fo by which a Lover declares his Paſ- 
ion. This laſt, at firſt, confeſſes Eſteem, 
1- i yet owns no Paſſion but Admiration : But 
as ſoon as he is animated by one kind Ex. 
re deen his Look, his Style, and his very 
oul are altered; but as Sovereign Beauties 
e know very well, that he who confeſſes he 
5s i Eſteems and Admires them, implies that 
un he Loves them, or is enclin'd to Love them; 
ul a perſon of Mr. Dryderf's exalted Genius, | 
II can diſcern very well, that when we E- 
ue | ſteem him highiy, tis Reſpect reſtrains' us 
ge ff if we fay no more. For where great E- 
* ſieem is without Affection, tis often at- 
* * 
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- tended; with Envy, if not with Hate; 


which Paſſions detract, even When they 


commend, and Silence is their: higheſt Pa. 


negyric. . Tis indeed impoſſible that I 


ſhould refuſe to Love a Man, Who has ſo 
often given me-all-the. pleaiure that the 
moſt inſatiable Mind can deſire; when at 


any time I have been dejected by Diſap- 


pointments, or tormented by cruel Paſſions, 
the Recourſe to your Verſes, has, calm d my 


Soul, or rais'd it to Tranſports which mage 
it, contemn Tranquility. But tho you have 
ſo often, given me all the Pleaſure J Was a- 


ble to bear, I have reaſon to complain of 
you on this account, that you have confin d 


my Delight to a narrower compaſs: Sucks 
ling, Cowly, and Denham, who, formerly 

raviſh'd me in every part of them, now ap- 
pear. taſtleſs to me in moſt; and Waller 
himſelf, with all his Galtantry, and all that 


: admirable Art of his Turns, appears three 
quarters Proſe to me. Thus is plain that 


your Muſe has done me an Injury; but ſhe 


bas made me Amends for it: for ſhe is like 
thoſe extraordinary Women, who, beſides 
the Regularity of their charming Features, 


beſides their engaging Wit, have ſecret, 


unaccountable enchanting Graces, which 
_ tho! they have been long and often enjoy d, 
make. them always News and always De- 


ſirable. 


ſirable. I return you my hearty Thanks 


ſome little Applauſe before; but to whom, 
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for your moſt obliging Letter. Thad been. 
very unreaſonable if I had repin'd that the 
Favour arriv'd no ſooner+i'Tis allowable 
to grumble at the delaying a Payment, but 
to murmur at the Deferring a Benefit, is to 
be impudently Unigrateful beforchand. The 
Com which you give me, en 
ceedingly ſooth my vanity: For you with 
2 Breath can beſtow or confirm Reputationgs 

a whole; numberleſs People proclaims: the 


Praiſe which you give, and the Judgment 


of three mighty Kingdoms: appear to de- 
pend upon yours. The People gave me 


when they are in Humour, will they not 
give it? and to whom, when they are Fro- 
ward will they not refuſe it? Reputation 
with them depends upon Chance, -unleſs 
they are guided by thoſe above them a They 
2 but the Keepers as it were of the Lot- 
tery which Fortune ſets up for Renoẽon; 


upon which Fame is bound to attend with 


her Trumpet, and Sound when Men draw 
the Prizes. Thus I had rather have your 
Approbation than the Applauſe of Fame: 
Her Commendation argues good Luck, 


but Mr. Drydems implies Deſert. What- 


ever low Opinion I have hitherto had of my 


ſelf, I have fo * Value for your Judg- 


went, 
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ment, that, for the ſake of that, I ſhall 56 
willing henceforward to believe that I am 


not wholly Deſertleſs; but that you may 


- find me {ſtill more Supportable,. I ſhall en- 
deavour to compenſate whatever I want in 


thoſe glittering ualities, by which the 


World is dazled, with Truth, with Faith, 


and with Zeal to ſerve you; | Qualities 
which, for their Rarity, might be Objects 


of Wonder, but that Men dare not appear 
to admire them, becauſe their Admiration 
would manifeſtly declare their want of em. 
Thus, Sir, let me aſſure you, that tho? you 
are acquainted with ſeveral: Gentlemen, 

whoſe Eloquence and Wit may eapacitate 
thenv to-offer their Service with more Ad- 


dreſs to you, yet no one can declare himſelf 


with greater Cheerfulneſs, or with greater 


Fidelity, or with more profound Reſpect 
than 18 — 


Sir, Tour moſt, & cer 


140 ” * & . a . £ 
* . 2 — 1 I £ 8 


u. Dryden to. Mr. Dennis. 
wy Thaw Mr. Dennis, 


Wi I read a Letter Fi Fall of my 


Commendations, as your laſt, 


cannot but conſider you as the Maſter 150 


vaſt 
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e faq , guy pow os 
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h 


vaſt Treaſure, whe having more than e 
nough for your ſelf, are fore d to Ebb out 

upon your friends. Von have indeed the 
beſt Right to give them, ſince vou have 


them in Propriety; but they are no more 


mine when I receive them, than the Light 
of the Moon can be allowed to be her own, 
who ſhines but by the Reflection of her 
Brother. Your on Poetry isa more power 


ful Example, to prove that the Modern 


Writers may enter into Compariſon with 
the Ancients, than any which Frrrault could 
produce in France; yet neither he, nor you, 


who are à better Critick, can perſuade me 


that there is any room left for a ſolid Dans. 


mendation at this time of Day at leaſt for 


me. If I undertake the Tranſlation of Fir- 


gil, the little which I can perform will ſhew 
at leaſt, that no Man is fit to write after 
him, in a barbarous modern Tongue: Nei- 


ther will his Machines be of any ſervire to 


a Chriſtian Poet. We ſee how ineffectually 
they have been .try'd by Taſſa, and by 
Arioſto Tis uſing them too dully if e 
only make Devils of his Gods: As if, fog 
Ecampl, [ would:raiſe a Storm, and make 
uſe of Æolus, with this only Difference of 
calling him Prince of the Air, 
— of mine would there bè in this? 
or WhO would not ſee Virgil thorough — 


what In 
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48 Letters on ſeveral Occaſions, 
only the ſame Trick play'd over again by 
a bungling Jugler 2: Boileau has well obſer- 
ved, that it is an eaſie matter, in a Chriſtian 
Poem, for God to bring the devil to Rea- 
ſon. I think | have given a better Hint 

for new Machines, in my Preface to Juvenal, 
where I have particularly recommended 
two Subjects, one of King Arthurs Con- 
queſt of the Saxons, and the other of the 
Black Prince in his Conqueſt of Spain. But 
the Guardian Angels of Monarchies, and 
Kingdoms, are not to be touch d by every 
Hand. A Man muſt be deeply converſant 
in the-Platonick Philoſophy. to deal with 
them: And therefore I may - reaſonably 
expect that no Poet of our Age will pre- 
ſume to handle thoſe Machines, for fear of 
diſcovering; his own Ignorance; or if, he 
ſhould, he might perhaps be Ingrateful e- 
nough, not to own me for his Benefactor. 
After I have confeſs d thus much of our 
Modern Heroick Poetry, Lcannot but con- 

- clude with Mr. Ryw——, that our Engliſh 
Comedy is far beyond any thing of the 
Ancients. And notwithſtanding our Irre- 
gularities , ſo is our Tragedy. Shakeſpear 
had a Genius for it; and we know, in ſpite 
of Mr. R that Genius alone is a great- 
ter Virtue (if T may ſo call it) than all other 
Qualitications put together. Lou ſee _ 
92 Nt 


| 


ſpear. 


Succeſs this learned Critick has found in 
the World, 


Almoſt all the Faults which he has 
diſcover'd are truly there; Vet who will 


read Mr. Ryw——, or not "read Shakeſpear ? 2 
For my own part, I reverence Mr. Rym—'s 
Learning, but I deteſt his Ill Nature and 


his Arrogance. I indeed, and ſuch as I, 


have reaſon to be afraid of him, but Shate- | 
ſpear has not. 
etry in which the'Engliſh ſtand almoſt up- 


There 1s another part of Po- 


on an equal Foot with the Ancients; and 
tis that which we call Pindarique; intro- 


duced, but not perfected, by our Famous 


Mr. Cowley : And of this, Sir, you are cer- 
tainly one of the greateſt Maſters : You 


have the Sublimity of Sence as well as 
Scund, and know how far the Boldneſs of 


2 Poet may lawfully extend. I could wiſh 
you would cultivate this kind of Ode; and 
reduce it either to the ſame Meaſure which 
Pindar us d, or give new Meaſures of your 
own. For, as it 1s, it looks like a vaſt 
Tract of Land newly Diſcover'd. The Goil 


is wonderfully Fruitful, but Unmanur'd, o- 


verſtock'd with Inhabitants, but almoſt all 
Salvages, without Laws, Arts, Arms, or 
Policy. I remember poor Nat. Lee, who 
was then upon the Verge of Madneſs, yet 
made a ſober, and a witty Anſwer to a 
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after his Blaſpheming Shake- 


50 Letters on ſeveral Occaſions, 
bad Poet, who told him, It was an ease 1 
thing to write like a Madman. No, ſaid he, | | 
g very difficult to write like a Madman; t 
But tis a very eaſie matter to write like a Fool. t 
Otway and He are ſafe by Death from all | v 
Attacks, but we poor Poets Militant (to | v 
uſe Mr. Cowley's Expreſſion) are at the I 
Mercy of wrerched Scriblers : and when o 
they cannot faſten upon our Verſes, they n 
fall upon our Morals, our Principles of State I ir 
and Religion. For my Principles of Reli- I 
gion, I will not juſtifie them to you: IN h 
know yours are far different. For thefſſ r: 
ſame reaſon, I ſhall ſay nothing of my Prin- vi 
ciples of State: I believe you in yours fol-. V 
low the Dictates of your Reaſon, as I in I 
mine do thoſe of my Conſcience. If IN as 
thought my {elf in an Error, I would re- lo 
tract it; I am ſure that I ſuffer for them; hc 
and Milton makes even the Devil ſay, That Ju 
no Creature is in love with Pain. For my hi 
Morals betwixt Man. and Man, I am not Ct 
to be my own Judge; I appeal to the us 
World if I have Deceiv'd or defrauded any m 
Man: And for my private Converſation, 
they who ſee me every day, can be the beſt 
Witneſſes, whether or no it be Blamelels 
and Inoffenſive. Hitherto I have no rea- 
fon to complain that Men of either Party 
| ſhun my Company. I have never been a! 
| be — wm 


| Letters on ſeveral Occaſions. 51. 
impudent Beggar at the Doors of Noble 
Men: My Viſits have indeed been too rare 
to be unacceptable ; and but juſt enough. 
to teſtifie ny Gratitude for their Bounty; 


which I have frequently received, but al- | 


ways unask'd, as themſelves will Witneſs. 
I have written more than I needed to you 
on this Subject: For I dare ſay, you juſtifie 
me to your ſelf. As for that which I firſt 
intended for the principal Subject of this 
Letter, which is my Friend's Paſſion, and 
his Deſign of Marriage, on better conſide- 
ration I have chang d my Mind: For ha- 
ving had the Honour to ſee my dear Friend 
Wycherley's Letter to him on that Oecaſion, 
find nothing to be added or amended. But 
as well as I love Mr. Wycherley, I confeſs I 
love my ſelf ſo well, that I will not ſhew 
how much I am inferior to him in Wit and 
Judgment, by undertaking any thing after 
him. There is Moſes and the Prophets in his 
Counſel. Jupiter and Juno, as the Poets tell 
us, made Tireſias their Umpire, in a certain 
merry Diſpute, which fell out in Heav'n 
betwixt them: Tireſias you know had been 
of both Sexes, and therefore was a proper 
Judge; our Friend Mr. Wycherley is full as 
competent an Arbitrator : He has been a 
Batchelor, and Marry'd Man, and is now 
a Widower. Virgil ſays of Ceneus, 

5 _ 
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Nunc vir nunc Fumina Ceneus, ' ff 
Rurſus & in veterem fato reveluta figuram. n 


1 Vet, I ſuppoſe, he will not give any large || 9 
þ |! Commendations to his middle State; nor b 
þ || as the Sailor faid, will be fond, after a Ship- | 
| wrack, to put to Sea again. Tf my Friend || 
4 will adventure after this, I can but wiſh him | k 
|! CHE Wind, as being his ; - and, 55 1 
Fa 1 | ( 
4 My dear Mr. Dennis, your moſt Aﬀetti- y. 
BA onate and moſt Faithful Servant, bs 
a '* gas | 3 0 
Lid JOHN DRYDEN ff & 
"i 3 3 — ol 
1 3 3 n¹ 
|} of yp" for my Lady C——; to her Couſin th 
Uh W. of the Temple. By Mr. Dennis. | _ 
[ N After (he had received from him a Copy 9 yo 
| fl Verſes on her Beauty. or 
Thi | 
g 4 Couſin, i WI 
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[| Received yours with the Verſes inclosl, bl) 
and here return you my hearty Thanks if) 
for the Face, the Shape, the Meen, which fic 
you have ſo generouſly beſtow'd upon me. thi 
From looking upon your Verſes, I went to tur 
my Glaſs : But, Jeſu! the Difference! rr me 


I bought it to Flat me, — compar ms 
to 


— 
— 
— — 
Ty 


2 > 
, —— * 


OS —ęV—ę[—ü 


— — bp -— 
n * — — 


PEE” A” as ane 5 : 
— TD ——— — — ny 


1 2 — * 5 r rr — 2 PETIT 
2 „„ „% ST TIS - — aw aq - 33 5 0 
Fe — — I 
a Fe . — — 
. : - _ — wer : a 
. 7 * 2 2 5 
< I 4 E — 13 ” 2 


— —ʒꝓẽ44—õ + —Uñä 2 


AE 
We" 
rr 
* 
12 
4 — 


* 


not Frightful; but you have made me Di- 
vine. But as you have been a great deal 
kinder than Nature has been to me, I think 


my ſelf oblig'd, in Requital, to be a good 
deal more Liberal than Heav'n has been to 


you, and to allow you as large a Stock of 
Wit as you have giv'n me of Beauty: Since 
ſo honeſt a Gentleman as your ſelf, has 


ſtretch d his Conſcience to commend my 


Perſon, I am bound in Gratitude to do Vi- 
olence to my Reaſon, to extol your Verles. 
When I left the Town, I defir'd you to fur- 


niſh me with the News of the Place, and 


the firſt thing J have receiv'd from you, is 
a Copy of Verſes on my Beauty; by which 
you dextrouſty infer, that the moſt extra- 
ordinary piece of News you can ſend me, 
is to tell me, that I am Handſom. By 


which ingenious Inference, you had infalli- 


bly brought the Scandal of a Wit upon you, 
if your Verſes had not ſtood up in your Juſti- 


fication. But tell me truly, Couſin, could you 


think that I ſhould prove ſo eaſie a Crea- 
ture as to believe all that you have faid of 


me? How could you find in your Heart to 


make ſuch a Fool of me, and ſuch a Cheat 


a * 
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to you I found ita Plain Dealer: It ſhow'd 
me immediately, that I have been a great 
deal more beholding to you, than I have 
been to Nature; for ſhe only Formd me 
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of your ſelt; to intoxicate me with Flat- 
tery, and draw me in to Truck my little 
ſtock of Wit and Judgment, for a meer 
Imagination of Beauty; when the real 
thing too, falls fo infinitely ſhort of what 
you would make me exchange for the very 


Fancy of it? For, Couſin, there is this con- 


{iderable Difference between the Merit of 
Wit and Beauty: That Men are never vio- 
lently influencd by Beauty, unleſs it has 
weaken'd their Reaſon ; and never ſeel half 
the force of Wit, unleſs their Judgments 
are ſound, The principal time in which 
- thoſe of your Sex admire Beauty in ours, 
is between Seventeen and Thirty; that is, 
after they are paſt their Innocence, and be- 
fore they are come to their Judgment. And 
now, Couſin, have not you been commend- 


ing a pretty Quality in me, to admire 


which, as I have juſt ſhewn you, ſuppoſes 
not only a corrupted Will, but a raw Un- 
_ derſtanding : Beſides, how frail, how tran- 
ſitory is it! Nature deprives us of it at 
Thirty, if Diſeaſes ſpare it till then: By 
which conſtant Proceeding, ſhe ſeems to im- 
ply, that ſhe gives it us as a Gugaw to pleaſe 
us in the Childhood of our Reaſons ; and 
takes it frem us, asa thing below us, when 
we come to Years of Diſcretion. Thus, 
Couſin, have you been commending = 


1 ; 
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. | Quality in me, which has nothing of true 
e | Meritin it, and of which I have no greater 
r | 2 ſhare, than to keep me from being Scan- 
1 | dalous. $o that all-I could have got by 
it | your Kindneſs, if I had parted with my | 
y Judgment, in order to reap the Benefit of 3 
. it, had been nothing but wretched Conceit, 
f || and ridiculous Affectation. It I thought 3 
„you had enough of the gallant Man in you, 
to take what I fay in good part, I would 
if © adviſe you to engage no further in Poetry: 
ts Be ruld by a Woman for once, and mind 
h your Cook upon Littleton. Rather Pettifog 
s than Flatter: For if you are reſolved to 
be a Cheat, you will ſhow at leaſt ſome 
-. | Conſcience, in reſolving rather to chouſe 
1d People of their Moncy, than to bubble 
d. them of their Underſtandings. Befides, 
re Couſin, you have not a Genius Which 
es will make a Great Poet, and be pleaſed to 
1. | conſider, that a ſmall Poet is a Scandalous 
n. Wight; that indifferent Verſes are very 
at bad ones; and that an inſipid Panegyric 
y won another, is a ſevere Libel upon your 
n- ſelf. Beſides, there will ſtart up a Satyr 
ſe one day, and then Woe be to cold Rhimers. 
d Old England is not yet fo barren, but there 
en Will ariſe ſome generous Spirit, who, beſides 
sf * Stock of Wit and good Sence, which 
4 are no very common Qualities, will not 
a- 5 D d d 4 5 only 
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Divert you, and not Afflid you. 
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Eraſmus his Praiſe of Folly. Yet to con- 
feſs a Truth, I was ſomething diffatisfied to 
Wit: 


mongſt ſo many things which are ſo finely 
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only be furniſhed with a ſound” Judgment, 
which is an extraordinary Talent; but 
with a true Taſte for Eloquence and Wit, 
which is ſcarce any where to be found; 
and which comprehends not only a juſt 
Diſcernment, but a fine Penetration, and 
a delicate Criticiſm. Such a Satyriſt as this, 
Couſin, muſt ariſe, and therefore you had 
beſt take care, by a judicious Silence, that 
whenever he appears, he may be ſure to 


To Mr.-———, at WilPs Coffee-houſe in Co- 


a As. WW Maas aud As AamJd fee frond frees am@.Þ foe ferro © 


[| Received your Panegyrick upon Pun's, 
Which I fo approve of, that I am re. 
ſolved to get it Printed, and bound up with 


ſee ing commended with ſo much 

or nothing can be writ with more 
Wit, than your Letter to the reſerve of the 
Quibbles; which I ſuppoſe you'inſerted a- 


faid, leſt theſe ſhould have · render'd you 
too vain, or too much have mortify'd mt: 
- "Mo „ 


„ mound ind ; 
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But pray, after this Panegyrick upon Quibṽ 
I bles, give me leave to ask you the fame © 
| Queſtion that the Lacedæmonianst ask'd the 
\ || Sophiſter, who harangu'd in the praiſe of 
Hercules: By the way, did you ever expect 
to hear a Quibble compar'd to Hercules? 


| There's a Simile for you, I think, as Novel 
|| fays, hals New. You, who are cry'd up 


. for ſo great a Wit, tell me, without Envy, 

could you ever have thought upon that > 

f But to return to my Queſtion : Here you 

| have; ſpent a great deal of time in the De- 

' | fence of Quibbles. Who ſaid a Word a- 

N gainſt them? The Devil a Syllable did I 

mention of them in mine. It is true, I cited 

a honeſt Mr. Sw——, but it is a hard Caſe, 

a if the Quoting an Author, muſt be conſtru- 

ed the Condemning his Works : I have a 
great Reſpect and Kindneſs for Mr. Sw. —, 
as I have for all who have any Excellence. 

. And truly, I think, that for the Management 

of Quibbles and Dice, there is no Man a- 

live comes near him. And let me tell you, 

i Sir, for all your new Emulation, he is a bet- 
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ter Quibbler than you. But it is high time 

to give over Railery: For if you were my 
Father a thouſand times, let me die if 1 

| would not rigorouſly. examin that part of 

your Letter which pretends to defend Quib- 
bling. You fay that I am too Nice, — 

1 tnat 


is very like Affectation: But here you muſt 


give me leave to turn your own Simile up- 


on you: Can a Man be juſtly accus'd of 


Niceneſs or Affectation, becauſe he appears 


offended at a Stink? When I tell you that 
Quibbling is extreamly fooliſn; you know 


it 1s fooliſh enough, you reply; but it is 


a fooliſh thing that diverts. And do you 
think this knowledge of it will excuſe the 
Folly 2 Give me leave to reſume the afore. 
mention*d Simile : Suppoſe a Fellow who 
breaks Wind, ſhould ſay to the Company, 


while they are cajoling their offended No- 
fes with Snuff, Look you Gentlemen, 1 


know Iam a brutal Dog for this, this is very 


naſty, but Begad it is very Diverting : 


Would the Excuſe, think you, be current? 


A Quibble diverts: Right; and ſo does a 


Hobby- horſe, which in my Mind, tor thoſe 
who can be diverted without Reaſon, is the 
better Bawble of the two. A Quibble di- 
verts: Jeſu! That this ſhould be ſpoken 


at WilPs? Can there be a more damnable 


Satyr upon Wit, than that ſo many Gentle- 


men who have ſo very much of it, ſhould 


be forc'd to play the Fool to divert one ano- 


ther? But, for God's fake, what do you 


mean when you ſay a Quibble diverts you 2 


It makes you laugh, I Warrant: Why the 


_ greate 


1 
1 
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that my Averſion has ſomething in it, that 
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greateſt Coxcomb about the Town ſhall 
out. do you in Laughing at any time. Na- 

ture, who has dealt impartially with her 
Children, and who has given them but 
two Diſtinctions from Beaſts, Reaſon and 
Laughter, has, where ſhe has beſtow'd the 
more of the One, conferr*d the leſs of the 
Other: And therefore a Coxcomb will 
laugh at nothing. Ay, that indeed, ſay you, 
is a ſign of a Fool. Well, my dear Friend, 1 
have ſo much Kindneſs for thee, that out 
of thy own Mouth thou ſhalt not be 
Judged : For if a Quibble is not Wit, it is 
nothing. But it is at as great a diſtance 
from wit, as an Idol is from the Deity; 
and I will no more believe nauſeous Equi- 
vocals to be Wit, becauſe ſome Sots have 
admird them, than I will believe Garlick 
to be God, becauſe the Ægyptians ador d 
it: Nay, it is a more damnable Sign of 
Stupidity in an Engliſh Man, to make Wit 
of a Quibble, than it was in the Ægypti- 
ans to make a God of their Garlick. But 
to return from whence I digreſſed; I have 
never appeard ſo much a Stoick, but that 
T have been as much for Diverſion as any 
of you : But then am I for the Diverſion of 
reaſonable Men, and of Gentlemen. If 
ere be any Diverſion in Quibbling, it is 
a Diyerſion of which a Fool and a Porter 


— 
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is as capable as is the beſt of you. And 


thing with Judgment, and who knew the 
Scum of the People, whenever he brings 
in a Porter or Tankard-bearer, 1s ſure to 


introduce him Quibbling. But if Pu aning 


be a Diverſion, it is a very ſtrange one: 


There is as much Difference between the 


filly Satisfaction which we have from a 
Quibble, and the raviſhing Pleaſure which 
we receive from a beautiful Thought, as 

there is betwixt a faint Salute and Fruition. 


But what would you have us do 2 you cry. 
Men of the greateft Parts are no more to be 
foundwith wit always about them, than 
rich Rogues with always the Ready. Why, 
look you, Sir, as the firſt Step to Wiſ- 
dom is to be freed from Folly; fo the firſt 
Approach to Wit, is a contempt of Quib- 
bling. If it happens at any time that you 
have not your Wit about you, we will ei- 


ther have patience till ſuch time as you 


have, or take good Sence in the lieu of it: 
If you are not in a Condition to delight us, 
we will be contented to be Inſtructed; we 


will make your Inſtruction nouriſh our Va- 


nity, ſo turn even that to Delight. Nay, 
there is ſomething noble in right Reaſon,and 
_ conſequently ſomething delightful. Truth 
is fo divinely beautiful, that it muſt pleaſe 


eternally ; 


— 
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eternally; but Falſhood is baſe, and muſt 
ſhock all generous Minds, and every Equi- 
vocal is but ambiguous Falſhood, that is the 
pitiful'ſt, the baſeſt of Falſhood. 


5 
„ * 
** £ CO 7 
wes * i. 14 * . n 1 » 3 I * ® . 
0 1 £ : ” 


N * - — 


N * 8 75 ; ; 1 1 "> ; SY 1 a 4 24 ; — 
. i alt a WF = k ds. £4 
00 Walter Moyle £/q; 
1 4 121 : ; hy . 1 3 
N . ; * 0 " { ry * „ , 
Dear $ | 
4 ar 27, K 


TT Ho' you are already indebted a Let- 
ter to me, yet I think fit to give you 
Credit for another; tho? perhaps you may 
little defire to run into Debt this way: But 

it is for two Reaſons that I give you the 
trouble of this: For, in the firſt place, I 
am taking a turn for a little time into the 

Country, and I deſign that the Prevention 

of this, ſhould make ſome Amends for the 

Delay of my next. In the Second place, I 

have made ſome proviſion of Scandal, which 

I am willing to make uſe of, before it 

grow ſtale upon my hands, Juſt aſter 1 

writ my laſt, I threw my ſelf into a de- 

tach'd Party, which march'd from Will's 
to Namur; with the fame Deſign that the 

Volunteers went to Breſt, to keep out of 

the Fray, and be Spectators of the Action. 

However, before they were come to Blows, 

1 went amongſt the Tents, and had ſome 

Si | „„ Diſcourſe 
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Diſcourſe with Major-General R, whom 
I found to be Father to Mr. Bays his Parthe- 
vope. For the Major-General is a very 
honeſt Fellow, who ſells Ale by the Town- 
Wall: We had the SatisfaTion to ſee that 
the Town was taken, and the whole Siege 
was carried on as Sieges generally are, with 
a great deal more Noiſe than Miſchief, 
On Monday laſt, which was the Second of 
— , Itravell'd into the City, where 
I had the Satisfaction to ſee two very ri- 
diculous Sights. The firſt was a Bawd 
carted for an Action which had ſome Re- 
lation to that memorable Day: for ſhe 
was convicted of being an Accomplice in 
ſetting Fire to an Ancient and Venerable 
Pile of the City ; that is, ſhe was found 
Guilty of being inſtrumental in the Clap- 
ping an Alderman. I ſtood in a Book- 
ſeller's Shop to ſee her paſs, which Book- 
ſeller was packing up ſome Scoundrel Au- 
thors, to ſend them away to the Plantations, 
Theſe Authors are Criminals, which being 
ſentenc d to be Burnt here, have at laſt 
found Grace, and got off with Tranſporta- 
tion. You remember the terrible News 
that we heard at P—— , which, as it 
ſprung from a ridiculous Occafion, that is, 
my Lady Mayoreſs's Goſſipping has had 
a comical Conſequence. For the — 
Coun- 
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Council have made anOrder, by which 


Wars, from ſeeing thoſe Children born in 


to be Judge, whether my Eyes or my Ears 
heard a great deal of Unintelligible Lan- 


reſolv'd not to be ſeen, the Men had deter- 


ſcur'd the Luſtre of their Eyes by Velvet. 
| Formerly the Ladies made uſe of White 


ears black has ſucceeded, and the Devil 


any more: you ſhall have the reſt by the 


my Lady Mayoreſs is diſpens d during the 


the City, which are got in the Suburbs; 
that is, from being preſent at one of their 


Wive's Labours. But tis time to return to 
the Fair. Laſt Night I took a turn in the 
| Cloiſters, were I was entertain d with 


a great many Dialogues between Vizour 
and Vallancy Wig, upon which I leave you 


were the better entertain'd of the two. For 


guage addreſs d to a great many Inviſible 
Faces. As if, becauſe the Women had 


min d not to be Underſtood ; and had in 
revenge eelips d the Light of their Under- 
ſtanding by Fuſtian, as the others had ob- 


and Red to attract, but within theſe thi 


is found more Tempting in his proper Co- 
lour. I have neither time nor place for 


firſt Opportunity. 3 
n 22 


To | 
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To Mr. Congreve. i 


ee, moodog ate. 
I Have no read. over the Fox, in which, 
= tho' I admure the Strength of Ben. Fohn- 
ſon's Judgment, yet I'did not find it ſo ac- 
curate as I expected : For firſt the very 
thing upon which the whole Plot turns, 
and that is, the Diſcovery which Moſca 
- makes to Bonario; ſeems to me, to be very 
unreaſonable. For I can fee: no Reaſon 
why he ſhould make that Diſcovery. which 
introduces Bonario into his Maſter's Houſe. 
For the Reaſon which the Poet makes 
- Meoſca give in the ninth Scene of the third 
Act, appears to be a very abſurd one. 
Secondly, Corbaccic, the Father. of Bonario, 
ts expos'd:for his Deafneſs, a Perſonal De- 
ſect ; which is contrary to the end of Come- 
dy- Inſtruct ion: For perſonal Defects can- 
not be amended; and the expoſing ſuch, 
can never divert any but half. witted Men. 
It cannot fail to bring a thinking Man to 
reflect upon the Miſery of Human Nature 
and into what he may fall himſelf without 
any Fault of his own. . Thirdly, The Play 
has two Characters, which have nothing 
to do with the Deſign of it, which are to 

be look'd upon as Excreſcencies. * 
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the Character of Volpone is inconſiſtent wirr 


it ſelf: Volpone is like Catiline, Alieni appe- 


tens, ſui profuſus ; but that is only a Double 


in his Nature, and not an inconſiſtence. 
The inconſiſtence of the Character appears 
in this, that Volpone in the fifth Act be- 
haves himſelf like a giddy Coxcomb, in 
the Conduct of that very Affair Which he 
manag'd ſo Craftily in the firſt four. In 
which the Poet offends, firſt, againſt that 
fam'd Rule which Horace res: for. the Cha- 
rams. | 


s ervetur ad j imum, 


Quali ab incepto proceſſerit, ibi cont 


And , Secondly, Againſt Nature, upon which 
all the Rules are grounded: For ſo ſtrange 
an Alteration in ſo little a time, is not in 
Nature, unleſs it happens by the Accident 
of ſome violent Paſſion ; which is not the 
Caſe here. Volpone on the ſudden behaves 
himſelf without common Diſcretion, in 
the Conduct of that very Affair which 
he had manag'd with ſo much Dexte- 
rity for the ſpace of three Years together. 
For why does | he diſguiſe himſelf ? Or, 
why does he repoſe the laft Confidence in 


Moſca? Why does he cauſe it to. be given 


out that he's dead 2 Why, * to plague 
Ee e e hi? 


my 50 e ee 1 
this/ Bubbles: 


that here is the greateſt Alteration in the 
World, in the ſpace of twenty four Hours, 
Without any apparent Cauſe. The Deſign 

of Volpone is to Cheat, he has carried on a 
Cheat for three Vears together, with Cun- 
ning and with Succeſs: and yet he, on a 
ſudqen, in cold Blood, does a chin which 
he cannot but know | muſt. ents aa the 
dining n 94. 


Ton, Dear 8 JR, 


Jour moſt bunbie Servant.” 
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oF o Mr. Congreve. 
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Dear Sir, 


1 Will not augment che Trouble which 1 
give you, by making an Apology for 
not giving it you ſooner. Tho? 1 am hear- 
tily ſorry that I kept ſuch a Trifle as the 
Inclos'd, and a Trifle writ Extempore, long 
enough to make you expect a Labour'd Let- 
ter. But becauſe in the Inclos'd 1 have 
ſpoken particularly of Ben. Fohnſows Fox, 
I defire to ſay three or four words of ſome 
of his Plays more nn. The * "i 

tue 


To plague chem, for what? 
Why only for having been his Bubbles. So 
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Letters on ſeveral Occaſions: 7 
the Fox, the Silent Woman, the Alchymiſt, Bl 
are all of them very Artful. But the In- 
trigues of the Fox and the Alchymiſt, ſeem 
to me to be more dexteroutly perplex d, than 

to be happily Diſentangled. But the Gor- 
dian Knot in the Silent Woman 1s untied 
with ſo much Felicity, that that alone may _ 
ſuffice to. ſhew Ber. Johnſoz no ordinary 
Heroe. But then, perhaps, the Szlent Wo- 
man may want the very Foundation of a2 
good Comedy, which the other two can- 
not be ſaid to want: For it ſeems to me, 
to be without a Moral. Upon which Ab- 
ſurdity, Ben. Jobnſon was driven by the 
Singularity of Moroſe's Character, which 
is too extravagant for Inſtruction, and fit, 
in my Opinion, only for Farce, For this 
ſeems to me, to conſtitute the moſt eſſen- 
tial Difference, betwixt Farce and Come- 
dy, that the Follies which are expos'd in 
Farce, are Singular; and thoſe are par- 
for | ticular, which are expos'd in Comedy. 
ar- Theſe laſt are thoſe, with which ſome part 
the of an Audience may be ſuppos'd infected, 
ng and to which all may be ſuppos'd obnoxious. 
et- But the firſt are ſo very odd, that by reaſon 
we of their monſtrous Extravagance, they can- 
ox, | not be thought to concern an Audience; 
me and cannot be ſuppoſed to inſtruct them. 
of For the reſt of the Characters in theſe 
the „„ > OTE ©. By, 
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Plays, they are for the moſt part true, and 
moſt of the Humorous Characters Maſter- | } 
pieces. For Ben. Johnſon's Fools, ſeem to i} ( 
ſhew his Wit a great deal more than his 
Men of Sence: I admire his Fops, and but 1 

8 
Z 


barely eſteem his Gentlemen. Bey. ſeems 

to draw Deformity more to the Life than 

Beauty : He is often ſo eager to purſue 
Folly, that he forgets to take Wit along IF I 
with him. For the Dialogue, it ſeems to 7 
want very often that Spirit, that Grace, 
and that noble Railery, which are to be I J 
found in more Medern Plays, and which |} c/ 
are Vertues that ought to be inſeparable o. 
from a finiſh'd Comedy. But there ſeems bt 

to be one thing more wanting than all the 

reſt, and that is Paſſion, I mean, that fine 
and that delicate Paſſion, by which the I — 

Soul ſhews its Politeneſs, ev'n in the midſt 

ol its Trouble. Now, to touch a Paſſion, is 
the ſureſt way to Delight; for nothing agi- | « 
tates like it: Agitation is the Health and 
Joy of the Soul, of which it is ſo entirely 
fond, that even then, when we imagine we 
ſeek Repoſe, we only ſeek Agitation. You 
know whata famous Modern Critick has 
ſaid of Comedy: FF 
faut que ſes Acteurs badinent noblement, 
Que ſon Noeud bien forme ſe denoue I 5 
8 5 
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Que Paction Marchant ou la Raiſon Ia Guide, 
Ne ſe perde Famma dans une Scens vuide, . | + 
Que. fo Stile humble 8 dou fe relene a 18 1 

| Los, 
Que ſe 2s . par tout fer tiles en bous We | 
Soient pleius de Paſſions finement manies, 
Et les Scenes nents Pune al autre liet. 


| leave you to make the Application to 
JFohnſon—— whatever I have ſaid my ſelf 
of his Comedies, I ſubmit to your better 
Judgment. For you, who, after Mr. y- 
cherley, are incomparably the beſt Writer 
of it living, gw to be allowed to be the 
beſt "my * too. 


| 0 Tours, &c.. F 
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M.. Congreve to Mr. Dennis, x 
| Cc Oncerning Humour in 0 9: M ED V. 5 


Dear Si 


Ou Write to me, that you have en- 
tertained your ſelf two or three days 

with reading ſeveral Comedies of ſeveral 
Authors; and your Obſervation is, That 
there is more of Humour in our Engliſh 
Writers, than in any of the other Comick 
os ancient or Modern. You deſire to 
+7 . e e3 know 
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my thought of that which is generally calbd 


Humour in Comedy. 2 3's 
l T agree with you, in an impartial Pre. 
ference of our Engliſh Writers, in that par- 
ticular. But if I tell you my Thoughts of 
Humour, I muſt at the ſame time confeſs, 
that what I take for true Humour, has not 
been fo often written even by them, as is 


generally believed: And ſome who have 


| valued themſelves, and have been eſteem'd 
by others for that kind of Writing, have 


ſeldom touch'd upon it. To make this ap- 
pear to the World, would require a Jong 
and labour'd Diſcourſe, and ſuch as I nei. 


ther am able nor willing to undertake. But 
ſuch little Remarks, as may be contain'd. 


within the compaſs of a Letter, and ſuch 
unpremeditated thoughts, as may be com- 
municated between Friend and Friend, with- 
out incurring the Cenſure of the World, or 


ſetting up for a Dictator, you ſhall have from 


me, ſince you have enjoyn d it. 55 

To define Humour, perhaps, were as 
difficult, as to define Wit; for like that, it 
is of infinite Variety. To enumerate the 
ſeveral Humours of Men, were a Work as 
endleſs, as to ſum up their ſeveral Opinions. 
And in my Mind, the Quo? homines tot Sen. 


bentiæ, might have been more properly in, 


terpreted 


750 Letters on ſeveral Occaſions. 
© » know my Opinion, and at the fame time 
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Letters on ſeveral Occaſſons. 717 
terpreted of Humour; ſince there are max k 
Men of the ſame Opinion in many things, 

who are yet quite different in Humours... 

But tho? we cannot certainly tell hat Wit 

is, or what Humour is, yet we may go ner 
to ſhew. ſomething, which is not Wit, or 

not Humour; and yet often miſtaken for 
both. And fince I have mentioned Wit 
and Humour together, let me make the firſt 

Diſtinction between them, and. obſerve to 

you, that Wit is often miſtaken for Humour. 

 T have obſerved, that when a few things 

have been wittily and pleaſantly ſpoken _ 
by any Character in a Comedy, it has been - 
very uſual for thole, who make their Re- 
marks on a Play, while it is acting, to ſay, 

Such a thing 'is very humorouſly polen; There 

is a great deal of Humour in that Part. Thus 
. the Character of the Perſon ſpeaking, may 
* be, ſurpriſingly and pleaſantly, is miſtaxen 
xr for a Character of Humour; which indeed 
m is a Character of Wit: But there is a great 
difference between a Comedy, wherein 
38 there are many things humorouſly, as they 
it call it, which is pleaſantly ſpoken; and 
he one, where there are ſeveral Characters of 
as | Humour, diſtinguiſh'd by the particular 
is. and different Humours, appropriated to the 
„ | {cveral Perſons repreſented, and which na- 
n- turally ariſe from the different Conſtitu- 

U—D: tions, 
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72 Letters on ſeveral Occafions. 
tions, Complexions, and Diſpoſitions of Men. 
The faying of Humorous Things, does 
not diſtinguiſh Characters; for every Per- 
| ſon in a Comedy, may be allow'd to ſpeak 
them. From a witty Man they are e- 
| pected; and even a Fool may be permitted 
to ſtumble on 'em by chance. Tho? I 
make a difference betwixt Wit and Hu- 
mour; yet I do not think that - Humorous 
Characters exclude Wit: No, but the man- 
ner of Wit ſhould be adapted to the Hu- 
mour. As for Inſtance, A Character of a 


Splenetick and Peeviſh Humour, ſhould 


have a Satyrical Wit ; a Jolly and Sanguine 


Humour, ſhould have a Facetious Wit : The 


former ſhould ſpeak poſitively ; the latter 


careleſly : For the former obſerves, and ſhews 


things as they are ; the latter rather over- 
looks Nature, and ſpeaks things as he would 
have them; and his Wit and Humour have 


both of them a leſs Alloy of Judgment than 
the others. . 5 


As Wit, ſo, its oppoſite, Folly, is ſome- 

times miſtaken for Humour, ; ; 
When a Poet brings a Character on the 
St:ge, committing a thouſand Abſurdities, 
and talking Impertinencies, Roaring aloud, 
and Laughing immoderately, on every, or 

rather upon no occaſion ; this is a Chara- 
EO mm, 


Is 
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Is any thing more common, than to have 

a pretended Comedy, ſtuff'd with ſuch Gro- 
teſque Figures, and Farce Fools? Things, 
that either are not in Nature, or if they 
are, are Monſters, and Births of Miſchance; 
and conſequently as ſuch, ſhould be ſtifled, 
and huddled out of the way, like Sooterkins, 
that Mankind may not be ſhock'd with an 
appearing Poſſibility of the Degeneration 
of a God- like Species. For my part, l am 
as willing to Laugh, as any Body, and as 
eaſily diverted with an Object truly ridicu- 
lous : But at the ſame time, I can never care 
for ſeeing things, that force me to enter. 
tain low Thoughts of my Nature. I dont 
know how it is with others, but I confeſs 
freely to you, I could never look long up- 
on a Monkey, without very mortifying 
Reflections; Tho? I never heard any thing 
to the contrary, why that Creature 1s not . 
Originally of a diſtinct Species. As I 
don't think Humour excluſive of Wit, nei- 
ther do I think it inconſiſtent with Folly ; 
but I think the Follies ſhould be only ſach, 


as Mens Humours may incline *em to ; and 


" 
i 

1 

1 
1 
| 


not Follies intirely abſtracted from both 
Humour and Nature. N 
c Sumetimes perſonal Defects are miſrepre- 


, | ſented for Humours. CW 
I mean, ſometimes Characters are bar- 
| barouſly 
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barouſly expoſed on the Stage, ridienting | 
natural Detormities, caſual Defects in the 
Senſes. and Infirmities of Age. Sure the Poet 
muſt both be very Ill- natur'd himſelf, and 
think his Audience ſo, when he propoſes 
by ſhewing a Man deform'd, or deaf, or 
5 blind, to. give them an agreeable Entertain 
ment; and hopes to raiſe their Mirth, by 
what is truly an Object of Compaſſion. But 
much need not be ſaid upon this Head to 


any body, eſpecially to you, who in one of 


your Letters to me concerning Mr. Johu- 


Jon's Fox, have juſtly excepted againſt this 
Immoral Part of Ridicule in Corbaccios 
Character; and there I muſt agree with 
you to blame him, whom otherwiſe | can- 


not enough admire, for his "ns Maſtery 


of true Humour in Comedy. 


External Habit of Bod Y, is often miſtake 


for Humour. 


By External Habit, Ido not mean the ri 
diculous dreſs or Cloathing of a Character, 


tlioꝰ that goes 2 good way in ſome received 


Characters; (but undoubtedly a Man's 
Humour may incline him to dreſs different- 
ly from other People) but I mean a Sin- 
gularity of Manners, . ſpeech, and Behavi- 


our, peculiar to all, or moſt of the ſame 


Country, Trade, Profeſſion | or Education. 


| cannot think that a Humour, which is 
—_ only 
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ſtom, and Aflectation from Induſtry. © 
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only" a Habit, or Dif position 3 be 

Uſe or Cuſtom; for by a Diſuſe, or Com- 

pliance with other Cuſtoms, it may be 

worn off, or diverſifi d. 5 
A ffeftation 3 is generally 110 for Humour. 
Theſe are indeed fo much alike, that, at 

a * they may be miſtaken one for 

the other : For what is Humour in one, 


may be Affectation in another; and nothing 


is more common than for ſome to affect 
particular ways of ſaying and doing things, 


peculiar to others, whom they admire, and 
would imitate. * Humour is the Life, Aﬀ- 


fectation the Pict ure. He that draws A 


Character of Affectation, ſhews Humour at 


the Second-hand ; he at beſt but publiſhes a 
Tranflation, and his Pictures are but Co- 
ies. ; 
b But as theſe two laſt Diſtinctions are the 
niceſt, ſo it may be moſt proper to explain 
them, by particular Inſtances from ſome 
Author of Reputation. Humour I take ei- 


ther to be born with us, and ſo of a natu- 


ral Growth; or elſe to be grafted into us 
by ſome accidental Change in the Conſtitu- 
tion, or Revolution of the internal Habit 


of Body ; by which it ones, if T may: ſo 5 


call it, Naturaliz'd. | 
Humour is from Nature, Habit from Cu- 


Aid 
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Humour fhews us as we are. l 


Habit ſhews us, as we appear, under a 5 


7 forcible Impreſſion. 
Affectation ſhews what we would 15 
under a voluntary Diſguiſe. 


Tho' here I would obſerve by the way, 
that a continued Affectation, may in time 


become a Habit. 
The Character of Moroſe in the Silent 
Woman, I take to be a Character of Hu- 


3 mour. And I chooſe to Inſtance this Cha- 
racter to you, from many others of the 


ſame Author,becauſe I know it has been con- 
demn'd by many as Unnatural and Farce: 


And you have your ſelf hinted ſome Dif- 


like of it, for the ſame reaſon, in a Letter to 
me, concerning ſome of Tobnſon Plays. 
Let us ſuppoſe Moroſe to be a Man natu- 


rally Splenetick and Melancholy; is there 


any thing more offenſive to one of ſuch a 
Diſpoſition, than Noiſe and Clamour : Let 
any Man that has the Spleen/and there are 


enough in Exgland) be Judge. We fee 
common Examples of this — in Lit- 


tle every Day. Tis ten to one, but three 
parts in four of the Company that you 
dine with, are diſcompos'd and ſtartled 


at the Cutting of a Cork, or Scratching a 
Plate with a Knife : It is a Proportion of 


the ſame Humour, that makes ſuch or any 


other 
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fame Play, is a Character of Affectation: 


"ods on hoard Decafen ons. 7 = 


other Noiſe. offenſive to the Perſon that 


hears it; for there are others who will not 
be diſturb'd at all by it. Well; but Morofe, 


ou will fay, is ſo extravagant, he cannot 


bear any Diſcourſe or Converſation, above 


a Whiſper. Why, it is his Exceſs of this 


Humour, that makes him become ridicu- 


lous, and qualifies his Character for Come- 
dy. Ifthe Poet had given him but a mo- 


derate proportion of that Humour, tis odds 


but half the Audience, would have ſided 


with the charaQer, and have condemn'd 
the Author, for expoſing a Humour which 
was neither remarkable nor ridiculous. Be- 

ſides, the Diſtance of the Stage requires 
the Figure repreſented, to be ſomething 
larger than the Life ; and ſure a Picture 


may have Features larger in propertion, 


and yet be very like the Original. If this 
Exactneſs of Quantity, were to be obſerved 
in Wit, as ſome would have it 1a Humour; 
what would become of thoſe Characters that 5 
are deſigwd for Men of Wit ? I believe if 


a Poet ſhould ſteal a Dialogue of any 


length, from the extempore Diſcourſe of the 
two Wittieſt Men upon Earth he would 
find the Scene but coldly receiv'd by the 
Town. But to the purpoſe: : 

The Character of Sir John Daw in the 


He + 
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He every where diſcovers an AſſoBteriot of 


Learning ; when he is not only conſcious 


to himſelf, but the Audience alſo plainly 


perceives that he is ſgnorant. Of this kind 


are the Chara ers of Thraſo in the Eunuch 


of Terence, and Pyrgopolinices in the Miles 
Glorioſut of Plautas : They affect to be 


thought Valiant, when both themſelves and 
the Audience know they are not. Now, 
ſuch a boaſting of Valour in Men who wete 


really Valiant, would undoubtedly be a 


Humour; for a fiery Diſpoſition might na- 


turally throw a Man into the ſame Extra. 


vagance, which is only affected in che On. 
racters I have mentioned. 

The Character of Cob in Boery Maw! in 
bis Humour, and moſt of the under Chara- 
Cters in Bartbolomem- Fair, diſcover'd only a 
Singalarity of Manners, appropriated to 
the ſeveral Educations and Profeſſions of 
the Perſons repreſented. They are not Hu- 


mours, but Habits contracted by Cuſtom. 


Under this Head may- be ranged all Coun- 
try Clowns, Satlors, Tradeſmen, Jockeys, 
| Gameſters, and ſuch-like, who make uſe of 
Cants or peculiar Dialets in their ſeveral 
Arts and Vocations. One may almoſt give 
a Receipt for the Compoſition of ſuch a 

Chara Ker: For the Poet has nothing to do, 


but to collect a few * Phraſes and 
. Terms 
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Terms of Art, and to make the Perſon-ap- 
ply them by ridiculous Metaphors in his 


Lordi on er Dreafo ons. 7 9 


Converſation, with Characters of different 


Natures. Some late Characters of this kiad 


have been very ſucceſsful ; but in my mind 
they may be painted without much Art or 


Labour; ſince they require little more, than 
a good Memory and ſuperficial Obſervati- 


on. But true Humour cannot be ſhown 


without a Diſſection of Nature, and a nar- 
row Search to diſcover the firſt Seeds from 


whence it has its Root and Growth. 
If I were to write to the World, 1 ſhould 


be obliged to dwell longer upon each of 
theſe Biſtinctions and Examples; for 1 


know that they would not be plain enough 
to all Readers: But a bare Hite is ſufficient 
to inform you of the Notions which I have 


on this Subject: and I hope by this time 


you are of my Opinion, that Humour is nei- 
ther Wit, nor Folly, nor perſonal Defect, nor 


Affectation, nor Habit; and yet, that each, 


and all of theſe, have been both written 
and received for Humour. 

I ſhould be unwilling to venture even 
on a bare Deſcription of H umour, much 
more to make a Definition of it; but now 


my hand is in, Pl tell you what ſerves me 
inſtead of either: I take it to be, A. fingular 
and unavoidable manner of * or 
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any thing, peculiar and natural to one May 
only ; by which his Speech and _ Aitions are de- 
ſtinguiſbd from thoſe of other Me. 
Our Humour has relation to us, and to 
what proceeds from us, as the Accidents 
have to a Subſtance ; it is a Colour, Taſte, 

and Smell, diffuſed thro? all; tho? our Acti- 


ons are never ſo many, and different. in 


yet. cannot be wholly 'changed : We may 


paint it with other Colours, but we cannot 

change the Grain. So the natural Sound 

of an Inſtrument will be diſtinguiſh'd, tho? 

the Notes expreſſed by it, are never ſo va- 
rious, and the Diverſio 

Diſſimulation, may by degrees, 


ns never ſo many. 
become 


more eaſie to our Practice ; but it can never 


more provoking, than the being made ſen- 


| ſible of that Difficulty. Sometimes, one ſhall 


meet with thoſe, who perhaps, innocently 


enough, but at the ſame time impertiently, 
will ask the Queſtion, Why are you not mer- 
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Form, they are all Splinters of the ſame 
Wood, and have naturally one Complexi- 
on ; which tho it may be diſguiſed by Art, 


abſolutely tranſubſtantiate us into what we 
would ſeem: It will always be in ſome pro- 
portion a Violence upon Nature. 

A Man may change his Opinion, but 
T believe he will find it a Difficulty to part 
with his Humour: and there is nothing 
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e on , ee | 8 
Tt TY Why are, you uot gay, pleaſant, and 134 © 
4? Then inſtead of anſwering, could! ak ? 
ſach one,Whyare you wat. FandſomesWhy: have 
you not black Eyes, and a better Complexion + ? 
Nature abhors to be forc'd,.. 
The two. famous Philoſ obopheis of. Epbefr 1% 
: and Abdera, , have their. Wen Seas at 
this Day; Some weep, and others laugh : at 8 
one and the ſame thing. 
I I don't doubt, but you have obſerved ſe⸗ | 
5 veral Men. laugh when they are angry BY; 
others who are ſilent ; ſome that are loud: 
Vet I cannot ſuppoſe that it is the Paſſion 
d of Anger which is in it ſelf different, or 
more or leſs in one than other; but that 
1 
7 
le 
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it is the Humour of the Man that is predo- 
minant, and urges him to expreſs it in that 
manner. Demonſtrations of Pleaſure are 
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r as various; one Man has a Humour of re- 
e || tiring from all Company, when any thing - 
0- has happen'd to pleaſe him beyond Expe- 

I cation; he hugs himſelf alone, and chioks | 
ut JF it an addition to the Pleaſure to keep it ſe- 

rt F cret. Another is upon Thorns: till he has 
ug | made Proclamation of it; and muſt make 
n. other People ſenſible of his Happineſs, be. 
all fore he can be ſo himſelf. So it is in Grief, 
y and other Paſſions. Demonſtrations of Love, 
y, and the Effects of that Paſſion upon ſeveral 
fr Humours, are infinitely different: But here 
n EEE 3 the WO, 
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| mh Fay bolt in Servants, are the 
Judges. Talking of the Ladies, me. 
FER, leert ſhould be obſerved of the 
Humour of the Fair Sex,” ſince they are | 
rr es ſo kind as to furniſh out a Cha- 
: r for Comedy. But I muſt confeſs, I | © 
6 never trade any Obſervation of wt wt | 
F apptehend to be true Humour in Women. 
Perhaps Paſſions are too powerful in 25 
Sex, to let Humour have its courſe; 
may be by reaſon of their natural Coldeſt, 
"Humour cannot exert itſelf to that extrava- 
| Rat degree, Which it often does 'in the 
ale-ſex: For if ever any rhing does = 
"pear comical er ridiculous 1 in a Oman, I 
think it is little more than an acquir u Fol- 
Iy, or an Affectation. We may call thein 
the weaker Sex, but I think the true reaſo 
"is, becauſe our Follies are ſtronger, and our 
"Faults are more prevailing, 8 
One might think Ae the dperfty bf 
Humour, which muſt be allowed to be dif. 
fuſed throughout Mankind, might afford | * 
endleſs Matter, for the ſupport of Come- ” 
dies. But when we come cloſely to conſi- 
der that Point, and nicely to diſtinguiſh the 
difference of Humours, I believe we ſhall} \ 


find the contrary. For tho' we allow eve- 5 
ry, Man fortething of his own, and a pe- 0 


| - culiar Humour ; NE 1 Man has it not in 
5 quan- 
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quantiry, to become remarkable by it: or, 
if many do become remarkable by We | 
Humouts; yet all thoſe Humours may not 
be diverting. Nor is it only requiſite to 
diſtinguith' what Humour will be diverting, 


but alſo how much of it, what part of 


it to ſhew in Light, and What to caſt in 
Shades; how to fr it off by preparatory 


Scenes, and by oppoſing other Humours to 


it in the ſame Scene. Through a wrong 

Judgment, ſometimes, Mens Humours may 
be oppoſe d when there is really no ſpecific 
Difference between them; only a greater 
proportion of the ſame, in one than t' other; 


occaſion'd by having more Flegm, or 
- Choler, or whatever the Conſtitution. is, 


from whence their Humours derive their 
Source. 


There is -Afwtely more to be faid on this 


Subject; tho? perhaps I have already ſaid 


too much; but I have ſaid it to a Friend, 


who I am ſure, will not expoſe it, if he does 


not approve of it. I believe the Subject is 
intirely new, and was never touch'd upon 
before; and if I would have any one to lee 
this private Eſſay, it ſhould be ſome one, 


who might be provoked by my Errors in it, 
to publiſh a more judicious Treatiſe on the 
Subject. Indeed I wiſh it were done, that 


the World being a little acquainted with the 
F f I * Scar- 
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Scarcity of true Humour, and the difficulty 
of finding and ſhewing it, might look a lit- 


tle more favourably on the Labours of them, 
who endeavour to ſearch into Nature for it, 


and lay it open to the Publick View. 
I don't ſay, but that very entertaining 
and uſeful. Characters, and proper for Co- 


medy, may be drawn from Affectations, 


and thoſe other Qualities which I have en- 


deavoured to diſtinguiſh from Humour : but 
T would not have ſuch impoſed on the 


World for Humour, nor eſteem'd of equal 


value with it. It were perhaps, the Work 
of a long Lite to make one Comedy true 


in all its Parts, and to give every Ohara- 


cter in it a true and diſtinit Humour. There- 
fore every Poet muſt be beholding to o- 
ther Helps, to make out his Number of 
ridiculous Characters. But I think ſuch a 
One deſerves to be broke, who makes all 
falſe Muſters ; who does not ſhew one true 
Humour in a Comedy, but entertains his 
Audience to the end of the Play with eve- 
ry thing out of Nature. 


I will make bur one Obſervation to you | 


more, and have done; and that is grounded 


upon an Obſervation of your own, and 


which I mention'd at the beginning of my 
Letter, vi. That there is more of Humour 
in our Engliſh Comick Writers, than in any 
others. 


rs. 
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others. I do not at all wonder at it, for I 
look upon Humour to be almaſt of Engliſh 


Growth; at leaſt it does not ſeem to have 
found ſuch Encreaſe on any other Soil: And 
what appears to me to be the reaſon of it, 


is the great Freedom, Privilege, and Liber- 
ty which the common People of England 


enjoy. Any Man that has a Humour, is 
under no Reſtraint, or fear of giving it 


Vent; they have a proverb among them, 
which, way be, will ſnew the Bent and Ge- 


nius of the People, as well as a longer 
Diſcourſe : e that will have a May- pole, ſhall. 


have a May-pole. This is a Maxim with 
them, and their Practice is agreeable to it. 
[ believe ſomething conſiderable -toa may 


be aſcribed to their feeding ſo much on Fleſh, . 


and the Groſsneſs of their Diet in general. 
But I have done, let the Phyſicians agree 
that. Thus you have. my Thoughts of Hu- 
mour, to my Power of Expreſſing them in 
ſo little Time and Compaſs. You will 


be kind to ſhew me wherein I have err'd; 


and as you are very capable of giving me In- 


ſtruction, ſo I think I have a very juſt 
Title to demand it from Jou; being w : 


out Reſerve, $ 
Tour real Friend Fw humble Servant, 


W. CONGREVE 
Fre. = 
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o Mr. Congreve, at Tunbridge. ' 


® Dear Sir, g a S | 1 
XR. Hoyle and J have impatiently ex- 


IVI pected to hear from you. But if the 


Well which you drink of, had ſprung up 
from Lethe, you could not have been more 


forgetful of us. Indeed, as the Tunbridge- 


Water is good for the Spleen, it may be ſaid 
in ſome manner to cauſe Oblivion. But I 


will yet a while hope that Mr. Moyle and 1 


are not of the number of Things that 
plague you: However, I am ſo ſenſible of 
your being mindful of me in Town, that 
I ſhould be ungrateful, if I ſhould complain 


that you do not remember me where you 


are. Mr. Moyle tells me that you have 
made a favourable mention of me, to- a 
certain Lady of your Acquaintance, whom 


he calls But then to mortifie the Old 


Man in me, or indeed rather the Voung, 


he aſſur'd me, that you had given a much 


better Character of him. However, for 
that which you gave of me, I cannot but 


own my ſelf obliged to you, and I look 


upon your Kindneſs as ſo much the greater, 
becauſe I am.ſenſible, that I do not deſerve 
it. And I could almoſt wiſh that your good 
Q alitics were not quite ſo numerous, * 
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«Mr. Congreve 70 Mr. Dennis. 5 


12 70 
Dear Sir, 


1 5 is not more to keep r my Word, than 6 to : 


gratifie my Inclination, that 1 write 


to you; and tho I have thus long deferr'd 
it, I was neyer forgetful of you, nor; of my 
Promiſe, - Indeed I waited in xpectation 


of ſomething that might enable me to re- 


turn the entertainment I received from 
your Letters: but you repreſent the. Town 


ſo agreeable to me, that you quite put me- 
our of Conceit with the Country ; and my 


Digg of making Obſervations from. it. 


Fff 4 ip Be- 
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my ſelf the Satisfact ion of Communicating 
5 the Pleaſures of the place to you : But if 1 


Delightful. When you ſuppoſe the Coun- 


ſons why it ſhould be ſo, that while I read 


that if I would ſee a fine Proſpect of the 


from the Town; as if I would eat good 


garden, After all this, I muſt tell you there 
and ſome very agreeable: but the greater 


only with their own Relations; and conſe- 
quently when they come abroad, have few 


racters from me; for I profeſs my ſelf an 
Enemy to Detraction; And who is there, 


2 mind to write to you, without the Pre- 


Before I came to Tunbridge, I propoſed to 


keep my Reſolution, I muſt tranſcribe, and 
return you your own Letters; ſince I muſt 
own I have met with nothing elſe ſo truly 
try agreeable to me, you ſuppoſe ſuch Rea- 
your Letter, I am of your Mind; but when 
I look off, I find I am only charm'd with 
the Landskip which you have drawn. So 
Country, I muſt defire you to ſend it me 


Fruit here, perhaps the beſt way were, to 
beg a Basket from my friends in Covent- 


is a great deal of Company at Tunbridge ; 


part, is of that fort, who at home converſe. 


. Acquintance, but ſuch as they bring with 
them. But were the Company better, or 
worſe, I Would bave you expect no Cha- 


that can juſtly merit Commendation ? T have 


tence 


t 
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tence of any manner of News, as I might 
drink to you without naming a Health; 

for I intend only my Service to you. I wiſh 
for you very often,that I might recommend 
you to ſome new Acquintance that I have 
made here, and think very well worth the 
keeping; I mean Idleneſs and a good Sto- 
mach. You would not think how People 
eat here; every Body has the Appitite of 
an Oſtrich, and as they drink Steel in the 


Morning, ſo I believe, at Noon they could 


digeſt. Iron. But ſure you will laugh at me 
for calling Idleneſs a new Acquaintance; 
when, to your Knowledge, the greateſt part 
of my. Buſineſs, is little better. Ay, but 
here's the Comfort of the Change; I am 
Idle now, without taking Pains to be fo, 
or to make other People ſo ; for Poetry is 
neither in my Head, nor in my Heart. I 
know not whether theſe Waters may have 
any Communication with Lethe, but ſure 


J am, they have none with the Streams of 


Helicon. I have often wonderꝰd how thoſe 
wicked Writers of Lampoons, could crowd 
together ſuch quantities of execrable Verſes, 
tag d with bad Rhimes, as I have formerly 
ſeen ſent from this Place. But I am half of 
Opinion now, that this Well is an Anti. 
Hippocrene: What if we ſnould get a quan- 
tity of the Water privately conveyꝰd * 
2x the 


Experiment - But I am Extravagant- — 


Tho I remember Ben Fobnſan | in his C 


medy of Cynthia's Revels, makes a Well, 


and ridiculous. Humours I am of O pinion; 
that ſomething. very Comical, and Ne h 
might be brought upon the Stage, from a 


Fiction of the like Nature. But now I talk. 


of the Stage, pray if any thing New ſhould 
appear there, let me have an account of it; 
for tho Plays are a kind of Winter: fruit, 


yet I know. there are now and then ſome 


Wind-falls at this time of the Year, which 
mult be preſently ſerved up, leſt they ſhould 
not keep till the proper Seaſon of Entertain- 

ment. Tis now the time, when the Sun 
breeds Inſects; and you muſt expect to 
have the Hum and Buz about your Ears, 


of Summer. flies, ſmall Poets. Cuckows 


have this time allow'd em to Sing, tho 
they are damt'd to Slence all the reſt of 
the Year. Beſides, the approaching Feaſt 
of St. Bartholomew both creates an Expect- 
ation, and beſpeaks an Allowance of unna- 
' tural Productions and monſtrous Births: 


Methinks the days of Bartholomew-fair are 


like ſo many Sabbaths, or days of Privi- 


in 
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which he there calls the Fountain of Selfs 
Love, to be the ſource of many een 
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in Poetry, are permitted to creep abroad. 
They put me in mind (tho* at a difterent 

time of Year) of the Roman Saturnalia, 
when all rhe Scum, and Rabble, and Slaves 
of Rome, by a kind of Anaual and limitel 
M anumiſſion, were ſuffer'd to make abomi 


nable Mirth, and Profane the days of Ju- 


bilee, with vile Buffoonery, by Authority, 
But J forget that I am writing a Poſt- let · 
ter, and run into Length like a Poet in : 


Dedication, when he forgets his Patron to 
talk of himſelf. But I will take care to 


make no Apology for it, leſt my Excuſe 


(as Excuſes generally go) ſhould add to the 


Fault. Beſides, I would have no appear- 
ance of Formality, when I am to _ you, 


that 


{1 am your real F rhe, 
and Hunble 8 ervant, 


W. CONGREVE 


| Dear 1 


O believe that 1 Love you : You 
cannot pretend to be ſo incredu- 

- * Jous. If you do not believe my 
Tongue, conſult my Eyes, conſult. your 
own. You will find by yours, that they 


have Charms; by mine, that I have a Heart 


which feels them. Recal to mind what hap- 


pen'd laſt Night: That ar leaſt was a Lo. 


ver's Kiſs. Its Eagerneſs, its Fierceneſs, its 
_ Warmth, expreſs'd the God its Parent. But 


oh! its Sweerneſs, and its melting Softneſs 


expreſs'd him more. With Trembling in 
my Limbs, and Fevers in my Soul I ra- 
viſn'd it: Convulſions, Pantings, Murmur- 
ings ſhew'd the mi ghty Diſorder within 
me : The mighty Diſorder encreaſed by it, 
For hoſe dear Lips ſhot through my Heart, 
and thro? my bleeding Vitals, delicious Poi- 
ſon, and an weden but yet a charming 

| Ruine. 


or Lo ren 


7 
1 
3 
> 
70 


Ruine. What cannot a Day produce e The 
Night before, | thought my ſelf a Happy 
Man. In want of nothing,. and in __ 

by 


Expectation of fortune: Approy'd 
Men of wit, and applauded by others: 

Pleaſed, nay charm'd with my friends, .my 

then deareſt Friends; Senſible of ev'ry de- 


licate Pleaſure, and in their turns poſſeſſing 
all. But Love, Almighty Love! ſeems in 
a Moment to have remov d me to a prodigt- 
ous Diſtance from every Object but you 
alone: In the midſt of Crowds Iremain in 
Solitude. Norhing but you can lay hold of 
my Mind, and that can lay hold of nothing 
but you. I appear tranſported to ſome Fo- 
reign Deſart with you, (Oh that I were real- 
ly thus tranſported ! ) where, abundantly 
ſupplied with every thing in thee, TI might 


live. out an Age of uninterrupted Extaſie. 


The Scene of the World's great Stage, 


ſeems ſuddenly and fadly chang'd. Un- 


lovely Objects are all around me, excepting 
thee: The Charms of all the World ap- 
pear to be tranſlated to thee. Thus in this 


ad, but oh, too pleaſing State! my Soul can 
fix upon nothing but thee : Thee it Con- 


templates, Admires, Adores, nay, Depends 
on; Truſtsin you alone. If you and Hope _ 
forſake it, Deſpair and endleſs Miſery at- 
tend it. 0 3 1 

Dear 
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93 1. < 90017 
Dear Aal 6110011. 
"His 1 ſend by the Permiſſion of i a 1 
1 vere: Faber, will not ſay a cruel 


one Race he is yours. What is it that he 
His taken ſo morrally ill of me? That 1 die 


94 bene 6 8 aalen, 


for his Daughter, is my only Offence. And 


yer he his refuſed to let me tale e n my 
Farewell of vou. Thrice happy be the 
Omen may [ never take my Farewel of 
the, till my Soul takes leave of my Body. 
At leaſt, he cannot reſtrain me from Loving: 
Na, I will love thee in ſpight of all Oppo- 
ſition. Tho- your Friends and mine prove 
"equally averſe, yet 1 will love thee with a 
Conſtancy that ſhall appear to all the 
World, to have ſomething ſo noble in it, 
that all the World ſhall confeſs, that it de- 
*ferv'd not to be Unfortunate. I will for- 
fake even my Friends for thee: My ho- 
neſt, my witty, my brave Friends; who had 
always been till I had ſeen thee, the deareſt 
part of Mankind to me. Thou halt ſup- 
ply the place of them all with me. Thou 
ſhalt be my boſom, my beſt-lov'd Friend; 
and at the fame time, my only Miſtreſs, 
and my deareſt W ife. Have the Good. 
neſs to pardon this Familiarity. »Tis the 
tendereſt leave of the faithfuleſt Lover; 
and here to thew an NR" 
Vou 
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would be to wrong my Paſſion. That 
love thee more than Life, nay, even than 
Glory, which T:courted once with a burn- 
ing Defire, bear Witneſs all my unquiet 
© Days, and every reſtleſs Nighty and that 
© terrible Agitation of Mind and Body, 
1 Y which' proceeded: from my fear of loſing 
fthee. To loſe thee is to loſe all Happineſs; - 
eTormenting Reflection to a ſenfible Soul! 
to oſten has my Reaſon been going up- 
on it? But the ſons of Reaſon would be but 
too happy upon the loſs of thee: Since all 
the Advantage that I could draw from its 
epreſence, would be to know my ſelf Miſera- 
a ble. But the time calls upon me: lam 
© oblig'd to take an odious Journey, and leave 
» thee behind with my Enemies. But thine 
wall never do thee harm with me. Adieu, 
" BE thou deareſt, thou lovelieſt of Creatures! 
No Change of Time or Place, or the Re- 
monſtrances of the beſt of Friends, ſhall 
ever be able to altar my Paſſion for thee. 
Be but one quarter ſo kind, ſo juſt to me, 
and the Sun will not ſhine on a happier 
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Fault I committed? So fooliſna 


| Fault, that it was below not only a man of 


Sence, but a Man; and of which nothing 


could ever have made me Guilty, but the 
Fury of a Paſſion with which none hut 
your lovely ſelf could inſpire me. May I 
preſume to beg pardon. for a Fault which 
can never forgive my ſelf > To purchaſe 
that Pardon, what would not endure: 
Lou ſhall ſee me proſtrate before you, and 
uſe me like a Slave, while I kiſs the dear 
Feet that trample upon me. But if my 
Crime be too great for Forgiveneſs, AS in- 
deed it is very great, deny me not one dear 
parting Look ; Let me ſee you once before 
I I muſt never fee you more. Chriſt! I want 


Patience to ſupport that accurſed Thought, 
I have nothing in the World that is dear to 


me, but you. Lou have made every thing 


elſe indifferent: And can I reſolve never 


to ſee you more ? In ſpight of my ſelf I muſt 


always ſee you. Your Form is fix*d by Fate 


in my Mind, and is never to be remov'd. 


I ſee thoſe lovely piercing Eyes continually, 
I ſee each Moment thoſe raviſhing Lips, 


which I have gazdon till with Deſire, and 


fill have touck'd with Tranſport ; and at 
| =_ : | which 
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which I have ſo often flown with all the | 


Fury of the moſt violent Love. Jeſus ! 
From whence, and whither am I fallen? 
From the Hopes ol bliſsful Extaſies to black 


Deſpair! From the Expectation of immor- 
tal Tranſports, which none but your dear 


Self can give me, and which none but he 
who loves like me, could ever ſo much as 
think of, to a Complication. of cruel Paſſi- 


ons, and the moſt dreadful Condition of 
Human Life. My Fault indeed, has been ve- 
ry great, and cries aloud for the ſevereſt Ven- 


geance. See it inflicted on me: See me de- 
ſpair and die for that Fault. But let me not 
die Unpardon'd, Madam; I die for you, but 
die in the moſt cruel and dreadful manner. 
The Wretch that lies broken on the Wheel 


alive, feels not a quarter of what I endure. 


Yet boundleſs Love has been all my Crime; 
unjuſt, ungrateful, barbarous Return of it ! 
Suffer me to take my eternal Leave of you; 


when I have done that, how eafie will it 


be to bid all the reſt ofthe World Adieu. 


a. 


6 n ä 
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Dear Madam, : „„ 
T HIS is the third Letter that I have 
ſent you ſince I came hither : Thoſe 
which went before it were all the Over- 
3 flowiogs 
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flowings of a Heart more full of Paſſion || e 
than ever was Man's before. It is-impoſſible Ei 
for me to be diſtant from you, but I muſt || it 
ſend to you by every occaſion. And yet yon Sr 
can reſolve to take no Notice of all my Ten- | Y 
derneſs: Yes, my deareſt, inhumane Crea- | {0 
ture you can. You have been ſick, nay £ TE 
dangerouſly ſick, and have never ſent to me. £0 
Have I left all the World for you, and || lo 
could you reſolve to leave the World with. P! 
out me; Nay, without ſo much as giving | ot 
me the leaſt Notice of it? Chriſt! Could ge 
you reſolve to leave me to Deſpair and to ſu 
endleſs Miſery, without expreſſing the leaſt © ul 
Eoncern for me! And can I perſiſt in loving I 
one ſo ungrateful! Is there ſuch another un- tl 
grateful Creature alive / No, there lives 
not ſo ungrateful a Creature, but there lives 
not one ſo Charming. ee 29 
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NAN you be angry ſtill with your 
poor Penitenf ? You cannot have the 
ill Nature, ſure ?. Yes, but you can, you fay, 
fince he could have the Preſumption to be 
angry with you. But, my Deareſt, there is 
this Difference betwixt your Anger and 
mine; Mine was caugd by the Cruelty of 
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your ſuppos'd Infidelity ; and yours by the - Þ} 


Kindneſs of your Lover's Reſentment : for 


if T had; not been fond of thee to the laſt des 
gree, I had not been ſo incens'd againſt you. 
Let even when I was moſt fo, I could 


ſooner have pluck d out an Eye, than have 


reſolved to have parted with thee: Nay, I 


could ſooner have torn out both Eyes, if the 
loſs of both would not have for ever de- 
priv'd me of the dear, the raviſhing fight 


of thee. But if you ſtill think that my An- 


ger had Guilt in it, and that I ought to 
ſuffer for it, the means to-puniſh me with 
utmoſt Severity, and to make me my. own 
Tormenter, is to tell me, you love me: 
then I ſhall curſe my ſelf and my 7 


and feel all the Plague of Remorſe for ha- 


ving offended thee : ſhall look upon my 
ſelf as the baſeſt, the moſt ungrateful of 
Men for abuſing thy Goodneſs, and thy 
charming Tenderneſs. I ſhall believe that I 


can never humble my ſelf enough, and ne- 


ver ſuffer enough to deſerve Forgiveneſs? 


Thus, Madam, you have your Revenge in 
your Power. It is a falſe Modeſty which 
reſtrains you from taking it - In order to 
it, you have nothing to do, but to prove 
your ſelf tender, and to ſhew your ſelf 


grateful. If you muſt be aſham'd, bluſh at 


your Cruelty; bluſh at your Inhumanity : 


6g 8 2 But 
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But Gratitude is Reaſon, and Love is Na- 
ture; never be aſham'd of thoſe. Do but 
conſider, there was a time, when I was hap- 
py in your Eſteem; yes, there has been a 

time, in which I was thought not altogether 


very time that it Tyrannizes over me? 


Deſign or Madneſs if I find fault with thee: 


. 
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void of Reaſon by you: How then can you 
bluſh at the owning a Paſſion, which you 
command with an abſolute Sway, at the 
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Dear Madam, E r 
J Y Friend's Stratagem gave me an 
opportunity of ſeeing you, by find- 
ing Fault with you. It muſt proceed from 


Thy lovely Face is the very ſame that ſet 


all my Blood in a flame; and I am ſure in 


my Heart can never be alter'd. How it I n. 


trembled in my Breaſt when I ſaw you laſt, 1 I 


and by its trouble confeſsd its Conqueror! In 
How it has burat ever ſince with redoubled || + 
Fury! When I ſhall be free from this Flame, p 


Heav'n only knows, for the Hour of my I o 
Death Heaven only knows; Tis a Flame o 


that has incorporated with that of my Life, 
and both will go out together. In vain I in- 
voke my Reaſon to reſiſt my Senſes : My 
Reaſon finds you more lovely than my ** 
N di 


1 did before; ſhews me all the Graces of thy. 


beauteous : Mind, and grows pleasd and 
prides it ſelf ip its own Captivity. You ac- 
cuſe me, they ſay, of ſome extraordinary 
Crime: A Crime againſt whom? Againſt 
you whom I love! Againſt you, for whom 
I could die Strange Accuſation / Yet at the 
ſame time you refuſe to ſee me, you refuſe 


to receive my Letters: And muſt I be con- 


demn'd Unheard ? Robbers are allow'd to 
ſpeak before they are ſentenc'd ; Murderers 
have the Privilege to plead for their Lives; 
And ſhall the tendereſt Love be denied 


the Privilege which is granted to the black-' 


eſt Malice 2 I have been guilty of nothing 
but too much Love, if too much Love be a 
Fault. Why have you given Credit to my 
Enemies, before you have heard me? I may 
indeed be convinc'd of an Error, but I can 
never be convicted of a Crime againſt you. 
The Man muſt- be mad, nay, deſperately 
mad, who can deſign to injure himſelf ; and 
thou art, by much, the better, the dearer 
Part of me. Give me leave to ſee you 
once more before I depart: Let me fee 
once more that Face which has undone me, 


yet charms me even in Ruine - / 


0 Face induſtriouſly contriv'd by Heaven, - 
To fix my Eyes and captivate my Soul! _ 


Gggz Nay, 
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Nay, I will ſee you, if it be but to upbraid 
| you with your barbarous Wiſh: If at the 
_ that you made it, you had ſtruck a 
Dagger in my Heart, yon had given it a || Ju 
gentler Wound, pe, MY * . 128 il 
© The only Wiſh that I have to make, is ! 
to be happy in thee ; if that ſucceeds not, P. 
I have another, and that is, to lie at reſt in o. 
, 29 tHI1 03. 


The End of the Love Letters. e 


+. * 


Ti u "ag Moyle, Eſq 'I at Bake, in Corn- 
wall. . 


n 5 
* OUR long Silence made me conje- 
; Cure, that you are ſo intent upon be- 
ing Burgeſs of Boduyn, that you had forgot 

the Citizens of Covent- garden: At laſt I re- 
ceived an agreeable Letter from you. You 
had beſt have a care of talking in Cormwal, 
at the rate that you write to your Friends, 
If you do, the Corniſh Men may not think 
you rightly Qualified to Repreſent them. 
When you left the Town, you talk'd of 
a Critical Correſpondenee between us: But 
Idleneſs on your fide, and ill Humour on 

5 mine, 


„5 ee,” We. 


mine, have baulked a very hopeful Deſign. 


nm 
9 k 
„ 8 t 
— n 


juſt been a Play added, called, The Mock- 
marriage, the Author of which, whoſe Name 


only have his Labour for his Pains. I know . 


Rules of the Unities And firſt for that of 


L. AE il) eee 
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But an Accident has lately happened, which 
obliges me to provoke you: For. there has 


I have forgot, aſſerts, dogmatically, in his 
Preface, That be who writes by Rule ſhall 


not what this Author can mean by this: 
For, whom does he pretend to perſwade 

by this fine Aſſertion 2 Not Mr. Moyle, and 

me ar leaſt. We know indeed very well, 
that a Man may write regularly, and yet 
fail of Pleaſing ; and that a Poet may pleafe 

in a: Play that is not regular. But this is 
cternally true, That he who writes regular 
ly ceteris Paribus, muſt always pleaſe more, 
than he who tranſgreſſes the Rules. No- 
thing can pleaſe in a Play but Nature; no, 

not in a Play which is written againſt the -_ 
Rules: and the more there is of Nature in 
any Play, the more that Play muſt Delight. 
Now the Rules are nothing but an Obſer- 
vation of Nature: For Nature is Rule and 
Order it ſelf. There is not one of the Rules, 
but what might be us'd to evince this. But 

I ſhall' be contented with ſhewing ſome 
Inſtances of it, even in the Mechanical 


place; It is certain that it is in Nature im- 
68686864 poſibk, 
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poſſible, for a Man who is in the Square 
in Covent- garden, to ſee the things, that at 
the ſame time, are tranſacted at Weſtminſter. 


And then for that of Time, a reaſonable 


Man may delude himſelf fo far, as to fan- 
ey that he fits for the ſpace of twelve 
Hours, without removing, eating or ſleep- 
ing; but he muſt be a Devil that can fancy 


he does it for a Week. What I have ſaid 


may evince a Neceſſity of obſerving the 
Unities of Time and of Place, if a Poet 
would throughly write up to Nature. And 


t hen the Unity of Action follows on courſe: - 


For, that two Actions that are entire, and 
independent, ſhould happen in the fame 
ſhort ſpace of time, in the ſame little com- 
paſs of place, begin together, go on togd- 
ther, and end together, without obſtruct- 
ing or confounding one another; this in- 


deed may be done upon the Stage, but in 


Nature it is highly improbable. Well then, 
ſince the Rules are nothing but Nature it 


ſelf, and nothing but Nature can pleaſe, 


and ſince the more that any Play has of 


Nature, the more that Play muſt Delight, 
it follows that a Play which is regularly 


written, ceteris Paribus, muſt pleaſe more 
than a Play which is written againſt the 


Rules, which is a Demonſtration. Rule 


may be ſaid to be a Play; what «ary 
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0 parts is known to be to a Face? The I | 
Features may be regular, and yet a great 
or a delicate Air may be wanting: And 
there may be a commanding or engaging 


Air, in a Face whoſe Features are not re- 


gular. But this all the World muſt allow 


of, that there can neyer be ſeen any Sove- 


raign Beauty, where Air and Regularity - 
of Features are not united. Thus is Rea- _ 
ſon againſt this Author; but the miſchief 


is, that Experience is againſt him too: For 


all | your Dramatick Poets muſt confeſs, that 


the Plays which they have writ with moſt 


Reg ularity, have been they which have 


pleaſed moſt. I muſt trouble you with a- 


nother Dramatical Criticiſm, but not till : 


the next N 
I am yours &c. 
Mr. to Mr. Congreve. 
| Dear Si 8 


Came hank fem the Land's End Yeſter- 


day, where I found three Letters from 


Mr. Dennis,-and one from you, with a hu- 


merous Deſcription of Fohn Abaſſus, A cage 
ſince the dubbing of Pon Quixote, "Th 
and the Coronati ion of Petrarch 1 in the Capi- 


tol, 
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tol, there has not been ſo great a Solemnity as 


the Conſecration of John Abaſſus. In all the 
Pagan Ritual, I never met with the Form 
of Poetical Grders; but I believe the Cere- 


mony of Conſecrating a Man to Apollo, is 
the ſame with Devoting a Man to the Di 
Manes, for both are Martyrs to Fame. I 
believe. not a Man of the Grave Club durſt 
aſſiſt at this ridiculous Scene, for fear of 
laughing out-right. V. was in his King- 


dom, and for my part I would haye rather 


fat there than in the Houſe of Commons. 
Would to God I could laugh with you for 
one Hour or two at all the ridiculous things 
that have happen d at Will's Coffee houſe 
ſince I left it, tis the merrieſt Place in the 
World: Like Africa, every Day it produces 
a Monſter; and they are got there juſt as Pli. 


ny ſays they are in Africa, Beaſts of different 


kinds come to drink, mingle with one ano- 


ther and beget Monſters. Preſent my hum- 


ble Duty to my new Lord, and tilt him, that 


I am preparing an Addreſs to Congratulate | 


his Acceſſion to the Throne of the Rabble. 
Tell the Lady, who was the Author of the 
Hue and Cry after me, ſhe might have ſent 
out a hundred Hues and Crys before ſhe 
would have found a Poet. I took an effe- 
ctual Courſe not to be apprehended for a 
Poet, for I went down dad Uke a * 
Wit 
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with a new Suit of Cloaths on, and, I think 
there could not have been a better Diſguiſe | 
for a Poet, unleſs I had ſtol'n Dr. B-—=— . 
Coat. Mr. De#nis ſent me down P—— — 
1.8 Parodie. 1 can ſay very little f 
the Poem; but as for the Dialogue, I think 
was the firſt time that M——luffered any - 
body to talk with him: though indeed here 
he interupts Mr. Boileau in the midſt of 
the firſt word. My humble Service to Mr. 
Wycherley. I defire you would write me 
fome News of the Stage, and what Pro- 
652 you . made in your Tragedy. 


Tam Jour affelionate Friend 7 


1 Ser vant. 


5 ls. 
—_—_— 0 * — 2 


Ar. Congreve to Mr. 


Dear Si ir, 


1. Can't but think that'a a Letter rem me 


1 in Londen, to you in c —, is like 
ſome ancient Correſpondence between an 
Inhabitant of Rome and a Cimmerian: May 
be my way of Writing may not be ſo mo. 
deſtly compared with Roman Epiſtles; but 
the Reſemblance of the Place will juſtifie | 
the other part of the Parallel: The ſubter- 


raneous 
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raneous Habitations of the Miners, and the 
Proximity of the Bajz help a little; and 
While you are at B— let B be Cumæ, 

and do you ſupply the Place of Sibylla. 
Lou may look on this as Railery, but I can 
aſſure you, nothing leſs than Oracles are ex- 
pected from you, in the next Parliament, 
if. you ſucceed in your Election, as we are 
pretty well aſſured you will. You wiſh 
your ſelf with us at Wits Coftee-houſe ; 
all here wiſh for you, from the Preſident 
of the Grave Club, to the moſt puny Mem- 


ber of the Rabble; they who can think, 


think of you, and the reſt talk of you. There 
is no ſuch Monſter in this Africa: that is 
not ſenſible of your Abſence ; even the 

worſt natured People, and thoſe of leaſt 


Wit lament it; I mean, half Criticks and 


Quiblers. To tell you all that want you, 
I thould name all the Creatures of Covent- 
garden, which like thoſe of Eden: garden 
would want ſome Adam to be a Godfather 
and give them Names. I cart tell whe- 
ther I may juſtly compare our Covent- 
garden, to that of Eden, or no; for tho? I 
believe we may have Variety. of ſtrange 
Animals equal to Paradiſe, yet I fear we 
have not amongſt us the Tree of Know- 


| ledge. It had been much tothe Diſadvan- 
tage of Pliny, had the Coffee-houſe A 


2 OY "OY * I 40 N * 
3 r a r 
* 2 
5 
* 


92 


Letters on ſeveral Occaſions. 109 
his Days; for ſure he would have deſcribed 
| ſome who frequent it; which would have 'Þ 
given him the Reputation of a more fabu= |} 
| lous Writer than he has now. But being 
in our Age it does him a Service, for we 

who know it, can give Faith to all his 
- | Monſters: You who took care to go down 
into the Country unlike a Poet, I hope will! 
take care not to come up again like a Poli. 


- tician; for then, you will add a new Mon- 
r ſter to the Coftee-houſe, that was never 
ſeen there before. So you may come back 


again, in your Soldier's Coat, for in tat 
vou will no more be ſuſpected for a Poli- i 
s tician, than a Poet. Pray come upon any 1 
> Terms, for you are wiſhed for by every N 
t body, but moſt wanted by yout iN 


Afffectionate Friend and Servant, 
P. Concrevs. 


x 1 , 
n £ [ 3 
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To Mr. Congreve, at Tunbridge. 


Dear gi, 3 

Y Bufineſs and my Thanks for your 
LY I Kindneſs, you will find in the In- 
clogd, which I had ſent by the laſt Poſt, 
had not an accident hinder'd it. All — + 
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Return that1'can make you at preſent is, ing 
to acquaint you with ſuck News as we haf 
have. Our Friend Mr went laſt | Po 
Friday to the Bath: He promisd to write | ant 
to me from that place; but it would be un- of! 
reaſonable indeed to expect it. For /. of 
takes up his Afternoons, and his mornings I bal 

I ſuppoſe, are ſpent in Contemplation at the an- 
Croſs Bath. Moſt of your Friends of the I ſel 
Coffee · houſe are diſpers'd : Some are re- mi 
treated into the Country in hopes of ſome be- 
Favours, which they expect from the Mu- ſte 
Ks; two or three of them are retir'd in th: 
1 Town to ruminate on ſome Favours, which N WI 
they have receiv'd from their Miſtreſſes. I hi 
| So that the Coffee-houſe is like to grow © fin 
into Reputation again. For if any one gi. 
gives it the ſcandalous Denomination of the fr 
Wits Coffee-houſe, he muſt call it fo by th 
Antiphraſis, becauſe there comes no Wit m 
there. Here are two or three indeed, who pu 
ſet up for Wits at home, and endeavour I ha 
to paſs for Wiſe at the Coffee-houſe : for © th 
they hold their Tongues there. Indeed ſc: 
the Coffee- houſe is generally the Exchange fe 
for Wit, where the Merchants meet with- pa 
out bringing the Commodity with «them, be 
which they leave at home in their Ware : di 
houſes, alias, their Cloſets, while they go 


abroad to take a prudent care for the vend- 
| . ing 
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Letters on ſeveral Occafe 
ing it. But you are of the Number of thoſe 


« 


happy Few, who ſo abound in Hereditary  Þ 


Poſſeſſions, and in rich Returns from Greece 
and from Italy, that you always carry ſome 
of it about you to be liberal to your Friends 
of that which you fell to Strangers. Mr. 
bables eternally according to his old rate, 


and as extravagantly as if he talk d to him- 


ſelf; which he certainly does, if no body 
minds him any more than I do: He has 


been juſt now enquiring, what ſort of Di- 


ſtemper the Spleen is; an infallible ſign 
that he is the only Man in Covent-garden, 
who does not know he is an Aſs: To make 
him ſenſible what the Spleen 1s, I could 
find in my Heart to ſnew him himſelf, aud 
give it him. If any thing reſtrains me 
from being reveng d of his Impertinence 
this way, ?tis the Conſideration that it will 
make him wiſer -' This Coxcomb naturally 
puts me in mind of the Stage, where they 
have lately acted ſome new Plays; but had 
there been more of them, I would not 
ſcruple to affirm, that the Stage is at pre- 
ſent a Deſart and a barren Place, as fome 
part of Africa is faid to be, though it a- 
bounds in Monſters. And yet thoſe pro- 
digious Things have met with Succeſs : 


for a Fool is naturally fond of a Monſter, 


becauſe he is incapable of knowing a Man. 
While 
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112 Letters on ſeveral Oecaſions. 
While you drink Steel for. your Spleen. : at 
Tunbridge; I partake of the Benefit of the 
Courſe; for the Gayety of your Letters re. 

| lieves me conſiderably : Then what muſt 
your Converſation do? Come up and make 
the Experiment; and impart that Vigour 

: to me n Ti unbridge has reſtor'd to You; 


5 1 $6.4 7 am gur val humble Servant, 


Jond i 


3 G 
: " 4 k 
% 


Mr. — to "ar. Dennis. 


Tani takey, and a Letter from Mr. 
Dennis, were two of the moſt agree- 
able —— Jever met with. And no- 
thing but the Reflection, how dear the 
Conqueſt will coſt us, I mean, the innume- 
rable ill Poems it will produce, could alla 
the Pleaſure. A—- has watch'd for a Vi 
-&tory a long time, and will not miſs this 
Opportunity to mortifie the Day of Thankſ. 
giving, and ſcribble away the Publick Joy. 
The Devil take WyPs Coffee-houſe: 
could be the eaſieſt Man in the World un- 
der my Calamity, if it were not for ſome 
of the Company there; who are now the 


greateſt Enemies * have in the World, 
yy worle 


by on 2 Bades, 11 13 


worl than the Company from which I am 
juſt now ſtoPn eck this Letter. Among 
the reſt is a Country Gentleman who dictates 
Politicks abundantly, for wiki us, as well 


as at old Rome, we. take Dictators from the 


3 ; 


Flow, but ours are ſuch as ought : never _ Fg 
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ee My, —to hr Dennis. en 
A7 Ty you übe happy i in the Politicks- 
VV - of the Grave Club, and the Io Covent! 
Putis of the Rabble, you have no Cen Clu. 
regard to the forlorn State of your 


Friend. Before I left London I fained an 
hundred agreeable melancholy Pleaſures, 


with which IL might fool away a Retire- 
ment; but now I deteſt being alone, and 
queſtion whether Mankind or Solitude be 


the fitter Subject for a Satyr. Of this, Iam 
| fare, that God Almighty, rather than be a- 
and Man rather 
than be alone, choſe a Wife. Whatever ad- 
vantage I have loſt by my. Country Life, I 
gain'd the Gift of Propheſie 


lone, created the - 


believe, I have 
in the Wildernels, for I foretold the Foem 


with which 4-- has viſtedais;; - 
5 4 am e Ke. 
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E f 130 0 your! Buſineſs hereaſter, bat: fil 


by; 20 Lee home; from the Weſt, Wee 
I had paſſed a Fortnight, I found your three 


Letters full of Wit and Humor. I was 


charmed with the Scandal you writ in the 
| firſt, and encloſed in the laſt, viz. A.'s Po- 
em. I found the Preamble before the Poem | 
to belike a Suterkin before #Dutch Child. 

I read it 8 in hopes to he 
pleaſed at laſt with the End of it, but this is 


= the firſt time Lever diſlik d his Concluſion: 


For he threatens ſtrange things. I hope, 


tis only in terrorem, if not, I hope God in 


his Goodneſs will ſend us a Peace, and 2 

vent his Songs of Triumph. Certainly, fince 

| ah Devil Was PRE there never Was ſuch | 
act. - 
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let's have a Dance, as Mr. Bays 5 
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ſom, North Hall and the B 6 with fey — . 
ers and Lampoons in Proſe and Verſe; La Origina 
Letters by KR. Charles II. and Chriſtina, lare of of ; 
Sweden ; collected and written by ſeveral Hands. Price 
45 

3. An Eſſay on Ways and Means to maintain the 
Honour and Safety of England, to encreaſe Trade, 


Mer. E 


and Habakkuk, An Heroick 


* 22 pot gi, 5 


* 1 


Merchan dize , Navi a Pee Shipping, Mariners akd 
einen in War and Peace: Written by Sir alter 
Rater ob, Kt. With uſefal Remarks and Obſervations 
on Harbours, Ports and Havens : By Sir Henry Seer 
Kt. Printed for A. Baldwin in Warwick-lane.. 1701. 
4. A Law againſt Cuckoldom: or, A Tryal of Adul- 


93 ; a Poem. With a Character of F Cuckold. 1 rige 


5 6 d. FA 4 : _ 8 105 
1 e Verſes an the ; Author of K. 4rd 
thun; Prince Arthur, and the Satyr Sen 9 Vit, and Job 

Written by, 
ſome of his particular Friends, and ear to all rhe 
Honourable ens within rhe Bills of Mortality, be- 
low the Dignity of Common-Council- Men. The e- 

. cond Edition, with Additions. Pri ö 
6. The Infallible Aſtrologer: dt, The new en 
Intelligence, Vol. I. giving an Account what will cer 
tainly happen in and about the Cities of London and 

Weſtminſter, for every Day in the Week, amongſt the 

Politicians, Courti iers, Barriſters, Attorneys, Solicitors 


 - Scriveners, Stock-Jabbers, Broken Officers, Phiſicians 
| Marchants, Aftrologers, Vintners, Cuckolds, &c. With 


ſome Reflections and Obſervations on the lewd Tranſ- 
actions of the Town, and nl, wank of the fair Sex in, 
general. Price 6. d. 


7. The Infallible Aſtrologer: or Merry Obſerraray | 


8 vol. Second, and laſt. By another Hand. With a Cha- 


racter of a true born Dutch Skipper; a Character of 
Welch man; a Satyr againſt a Fart; written by an & 
riſh-man; a Character of a batren Adultereſs; E 
_ d down to the preſent time. Price 6d. 
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